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EXTRACT MISSING 


The smile on the face of the Tiger. Leyland’s long-awaited B43 
coach is now the Tiger and in production. The full description starts 
on page 26 with on-the-spot pictures of the launch on page 33. 


THIS MONTH 


FEATURES 
CPT Coaching Symposium 
— President on costing and the launch of the 
Bonding Scheme 


Tiger 
—Leyland’s up-market offering for the 1980s 
described by Alan Townsin 


Top Cat on Gib 
—John Taylor, camera at the ready, on safari 
looking at Tigers with the operators 


Nimble, economical—and smart with it 
—John Taylor tests the Devon/Mercedes-Benz 
79-seater 
Mini-Midi-Coach-Bus 


— 9 look 2 ends and develanments at the smalle 
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We're in great shape 


at Ipswich- 
stylish, powerful and 
consistent. 


Performance is lively- 


and that's just our coach ! _ 
- says BOBBY ROBSON Aga) 


That tough talent spotting pro, the Ipswich manager, signed on 
this international star performer from IRIZAR. It's got 
ruggedness, Bobby saw. It’s areal heavy this one— in the chassis 
and in the body. Goes on earning in the worst conditions. 
That high penthouse look also helps to sell at the turnstiles, say 
PROFIT MAKING operators. 

Wherever it travels your business gets talked about, and the 
public gladly pay grandstand money for getting away from “the 
tunnel” into two level spaciousness. 

Streamlined to ride readily and noiselessly through all seasons, 


Below the upper deck is the biggest ‘Wembley-size’ baggage 
arena on offer in Britain today. Takes the goal posts as well if 
they want to—to Siberia and back. 

We'll team up with the heavy chassis that suits your kind of 
fixture list. 

And with us, you'll create New World interiors that are built to 
stay good-looking. Transfer fees are less than you'd expect for 
an IRIZAR to captain your fleet. 

For the full score, kick-off by ringing 

DAVID BRASON on 01-394 2619 or on Aircall 0603 


EXTRACT MISSING 


The Port of Dover offers you a choice o1 live routes across the Channel. 
Three to France and two to Belgium with convenient links for European 
motorways. No other U.K. port offers coach operators such flexibility. 

And no other port gives you the choice of four operators for ferry or 
hovercraft services, with up to 100 departures every 24 hours. 

Dover is easy to reach from motorways throughout Britain. And from 
smooth arrival to speedy departure drivers and passengers can enjoy the 
amenities and computerised efficiency of Europe's leading ferry and 
hovercraft port. 

Dover is more than equipped to handle the competitive growth in coach 
travel. Additional baggage conveyor systems together with expanded 
‘coach handling facilities are being introduced this year at the Eastern 
Docks terminal. New double-deck super berths accommodate coaches on 
both levels with four lanes for simultaneous embarkation and 
disembarkation, and ship turn-round in | hour. 

Round the clock, throughout the year, Dover is ready for a party. Make it 
your choice port. 


DOVER 


Thechoice port for parties 
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Dover Harbour Board, Harbour House, Dover, Kent CT17 9BU. Telephone: 0304 206560. Telex: 9656 
Eastern Docks Terminal (24 hours) Telephone: 0304 201681 Telex: 965620 
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NATIONAL 
HOLIDAYS 


growing bigger every year 


Over 5000 departures, 500 holidays 
and 5 holiday programmes - 150,000 people 
can’t be wrong 


Every year more and more people are discovering the benefits 
of booking their holidays with Britain’s No. 1 coach holiday 
company. National Holidays offer all kinds of holidays in all kinds 
of places - not only in Britain and the Channel Islands but 
InterNationally too! Because we're big we’re able to negotiate 
he very best holiday value - nobody puts more into coach holidays 

than we do - and, with almost 1,000 pick up points around the 
country, no other holiday is so easy to take. 


With over 60 years’ experience in the coach holiday 
business and the full strength of the world’s largest bus 
company behind us you can trust us to take care 

of your clients. 


NATIONAL 
') HOLIDAYS 


Mill Street East, Dewsbury, West Yorkshire 
WF12 9AG. Tel: (0924) 451041 


ey 


Relax you couldntbe 


~ 


CONTINENTAL 


ISLES TOURS 


WINTER 
BREAKS 


FROM 


FROM 


6 NIGHTS FROM 


£49 £103 
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veryone wins at Alton Towers. 


4 


The public win with the best day Summer schedule, give us a call on 


out anywhere in Britain. Especially Oakamoor (0538) 702458/702449. 
when you consider value for money— __—sancuesrer 

just £2.00 a head (coach party rate) - ern cresterreo® # 
for unlimited use of our 30 different 3/ 

rides and shows set in one of Europe's a Olina 

loveliest gardens. ik Ra Quo i 


Coach operators win with 
satisfied customers and a special 
thank you bonus of £3 per coach party 
throughout the season, to be paid in 
October. 


And drivers win with their own 


LEICESTER 


£2 voucher per visit to spend any way ee eo 

they like, as well as free rides and WOLVERHAMPTON BIRMINGHAM COVENTRY ee 

shows. Britain’s stately home ALTON TOWERS LTD.. 
If we're not already on your that’s anything but stately. Alton, Stoke-on-Trent, Staffs. 
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A MILLION MILES 
WITH TREADMASTER 


i 


The ‘Treadmaster Routemaster’ at Brighton, by courtesy of London Country Bus Services. 


The ‘Treadmaster Routemaster’, sponsored by C & | Supplies Ltd, has attended many 
historic vehicle rallies during 1980, including the London to Brighton run and the excursion 
to Calais. 


After over a million miles of travel the original Treadmaster flooring, fitted 23 years ago, is 
still in excellent condition. 


That’s one reason why London Country Bus Service and many other leading transport 
companies specify Treadmaster flooring. 


YOU TO0 CAN DEPEND ON TREADMASTER 


* SAFETY * RESILIENCE * EASE OF FITTING * DURABILITY 


2 rd 
~qA Viceroy Works, Bedford Rd. 
Petersfield, Hampshire, England. TREADMASTER 
Tel: Petersfield 2881/2 Quiet, anti-slip, heavy duty flooring 
Telex: CANDI 86148 
Cc &l SUPPLIES (ea lB) Specified under Government contracts and in regular use 


on most U.K buses and coaches. 
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drivers a 
making full spee 


for the motorway. 


He drove his coach aboard the brand new, And you get special group rates on our 
five-star luxury ferry ‘Olau Hollandia’ this sister line if you’re travelling on to Scandinavia. 
morning. That was at Olau’s conveniently situated, TT-Saga-Lines sail from Travemiinde in Germany 
exclusive Sheerness terminal. to the Swedish ports of Trelleborg and Malmo. 

Since then he’s enjoyed a good meal, thanks Get full details from Group Reservations at 
to the free £5 meal voucher Olau provide for our Sheerness terminal. Telephone Sheerness 


drivers. Now he’s taking a well earned rest (he’d (07956) 5273 today. 
have a free berth too if this were a night sailing). 


This evening, he’ll drive off at Olau’s 
Vlissingen terminal in Holland just yards from 
the A58 motorway for Germany, Switzerland and 
Italy. The whole crossing counts towards the new 
9 hour rest period which the tachograph demands. 

Meanwhile, his passengers have been 
enjoying their luxury trip aboard the ‘Hollandia’ 
with its interior swimming pool, sauna, solarium, 
lavishly furnished lounge and bar, choice of 
restaurants and huge duty-free supermarket. 

Savings galore. You get a generous deal with 
Olau. 10% commission on the whole booking, 
including meals and berths. 

Coaches free on day sailings with 30 adult 
fare- paying passengers. Night sailing group rate 
£11, day sailings from £5.50. 


EASIEST FOR COACHES 
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The fresh approach. 
Air conditioning systems that'll 
go pretty well anywhere. 


Dubai, Finland, Nigeria, Australia— simple and efficient servicing, self or 
Stone-Platt have been developing engine-driven, available in chassis, in-bus 
and manufacturing ———N or roof- mounted versions. 
air conditioning systems 2S Sl Be ee 2 Split package equipment 
for 40 years, and they're : : i is ideal for small fleets or 
often found in more one-off customising. 
extreme climes than ours. Most versatile of all is 

More important than our distributed equipment 
sheer performance, is our package offering complete 
approach to bus and coach freedom of siting of the 
applications— packaged major components 


or bespoke design provides throughout chassis and 
the widest possible choice body. 


of siting and installation. So when we say our 
Most economical for systems will go pretty 


large fleet applications is roc nn. welll anywhere, we mean 


our version of the package oa just that. 

deal— factory-assembled For a fresh approach 
and tested, to air-conditioning, 
~~ contact Stone-Platt. 


Il 


OO 


OOO Stone-Platt Electrical Limited 


O PO Box 5, Gatwick Road, Crawley, 
West Sussex RH10 2RN, England. 
Tel: (0293) 27711 Telex: 87132 
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Southampton offers you ... the perfect 
‘stopover’ facilities and touring centre. 


GROUP CATERING 


' Give your tour a break! Whether you're cross-channel bound or simply touring the 
i South Coast, our catering department can provide everything from breakfasts to banquets, 
[ from 0700 until midnight... and anything in between! 


Breakfasts can be arranged for groups of 15— 250 or we can offer full banquet facilities 
for up to 600, plus teas, coffees, buffets and sit-down lunches — all at competitive prices and 
free on-site coach parking can be arranged. 


3 FREE GUIDED TOURS 


& Our city guides are available 7 days a week throughout the year to take your group on 
i walkabout tours of the old town. They'll be delighted to show off Southampton’s delightful 
museums, churches, inns, vaults and ancient City walls, at all reasonable times. Alternatively, 

they can board your coach and be guided around a far wider area of our City. 


PARKS GALORE 


Gasping for fresh air? Then why not give your party the benefit of Southampton’s 
superb parks and gardens, right in the heart of our City. Few cities offer so many central oasis 
of green, open space where your party can sit and relax, picnic or wander into our modern 
shopping centre... 


SHOPPING CENTRE 

Only yards from our central parks are located some of the best stores and shops along 
the South Coast, including all the familiar names like Debenhams, John Lewis, Owen & Owen, 
Marks & Spencers and C & A, many of them situated in the spacious, clean pedestrainised 
precinct. 


CITY ATTRACTIONS 


Two City attractions that should not be missed are the Southampton International Boat 


Show, the largest outdoor boat show in Britain held in September. And the Southampton 

r Show, where there is something of interest for everyone and which takes place in July. 

Then there are museums and art gallery, all free of course. Visit the History Museum 
located in the Bargate, right in the heart of the shopping centre. The Maritime Museum, 
housed in the Old Merchants Wool House, Tudor House and Tudor Merchants Hall - and, of 
course the art gallery, regarded as one of the finest outside London. 


CENTRE OF THE REGION 


If Southampton offers a wide variety of attractions, the surrounding countryside offers 
even more. Broadlands, the home of Lord Mountbatten is just 7 miles away at Romsey. The 
beautiful New Forest, the Cathedral City of Winchester, Portsmouth, home of Nelson’s flag- 
ship “Victory” and the yachting meccas of Hamble and Lymington are all within easy driving 
distance of Southampton. And, of course, the Isle of Wight is just a few minutes away by 
hydrofoil or ferry from Southampton’s Royal Pier. 

Of course now that you've discovered just a few of Southampton’s numerous tourist 
attractions you probably realise that a short stop-over cannot do justice to the City or its 
environment. 


GROUP TARIFFS 
Southampton also has a good selection of excellent hotels, large and small to keep 
your visitors happy with accommodation to suit every pocket. 


Interested? 


Contact Graham Shaw, Tourism/Publicity Officer, 
Civic Centre, Southampton, Tel: 0703 23855 Ext. 695 
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YN 
TWO SIMPLE QUESTIONS: 


. Do you want to operate a programme of 
tours to Europe in 1982? 


. If so, would you like 10,000 copies of a 
32 page, full colour brochure with your 


name on the front for £2000? 


This price also includes: 
— Professionally written itineraries 


— All hotels contracted & named 

— Cross-channel arrangements made 

— All tours escorted by professional, 
multi-lingual tour managers 

— European Breakdown Service 

— Plus many other advantages 


Sound too good to be true? 
Call Pamela Teehan at Warwick Travel, London 


On 
01250 1884 
| TODAY! 
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@ Three Atlanta versions 
available 


®@ Reclining as illustrated 
@ Fixed with lifting arm rests 
@ Fixed without arm rests 


@ Superior quality at 
competitive prices 


@ Prompt delivery from stock 


@ Plus other Seating types 
including Driver’s seats 
available. 


Atlanta 
Recliner 
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Save £664 
on every vehicle 


year in year out 


for aonce only investment of 


less than £250 


A recent analysis of the operating costs of 
14,432 vehicles from 130 operators showed that 
average savings of £664 per vehicle year could be 
achieved with the aid of Kysor radiator snutters. 
Whether you've one or one thousand vehicles you 
can no longer afford to ignore the consistent 
savings shutters can make. Radiator shutters 
prevent ram air overcooling the engine and that 
normally happens 90% of its operating time, and 
the cost of the shutter and fitting is so low it can pay 
for itself in 3 months or less. 

Coach and bus operators also benefit from 
improved heater performance. Fitted as standard 
by some chassis manufacturers Kysor radiator 
shutters are also proving a popular and profitable 
retrofit. You've probably fitted thermal fans and 
believe that these are the answer but one of their 
main benefits is the prevention of overheating which 
happens just 5% of the time. Thermal 
fans and Kysor shutters are 
compatible and provide control in 
both situations, overheating! — 
overcooling! If you have one can you 
afford to be without the other? 

*Fuel prices have increased by approx. 
15% since this analysis was carried out! 
Savings obviously depend on annual 
mileage and nature of operation. 


*, 


Kysor Industrial 
(Great Britain) Ltd. 


Bridge Works, North Street 
Whitworth, Lancs OL!2 8R) International Masters 


Tel: (070 685) 2! ||. Telex: 63264 of Temperature Control 


One day you'll say thanks toKysor! 
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The Plaxton GT touring coach which made it: 
the Motor Show was used recently by Volv 
(Great Britain) when they launched their new 
commercial vehicles built for the Swiss 


Mounted on a 12-metre B10M chassis, it is 
as a comfortable tourer with reclining Plaxto 
is here seen in a mediaeval French villag 
shores of Lac Leman, near Geneva. 


Roundabo 


Swingeing rise 


CPT slams “crushing” Bu 


IN LAST MONTH’S BUDGET the 
Chancellor of the Exchequer increased the 
duty on DERV by 20p. 

In a letter to the Chancellor, Denis Quin 
Director of the CPT wrote: 

‘You said in the Budget statement that 
you recognised the concern of industry 
over energy prices and the level of fuel oil 
duty, yet concluded ‘‘that the wider na- 
tional interest would be best served by not 
reducing that duty, but keeping it at its pre- 
sent level.” For the road transport industry, 
the level of duty paid on fuel oil was already 
many times the norm for industry as a 
whole; despite which you have faced it with 
a crushing increase of 44% — which in some 
cases cannot be recovered from _ the 
customer. | know that local bus services 


EXTRACT 
MISSING 


receive a refund of the duty paid but they 
too are suffering a major setback with the 
withdrawal of an uncertain but substantial 
part of the support available through local 
authorities; this is at a time when the reces- 
sion has inflicted losses of up to 10% in 
fares revenue, excluding other factors. 

‘We were encouraged that last year you 
rectified the injustice of the higher rate of 
fuel duty paid by industrial road users as 
compared with private motorists. We 
would have hoped that, this year, following 
your assessment of industry’s needs, you 
would have recognised (as is the case in 
other countries) the logic of differentiating 
in favour of the commercial user. We ask 
that further consideration be given to this 
aspect. 


Last BMMO buses 


A CHUNK OF TRANSPORT HISTORY 
disappeared recently when the last four 
BMMO single-deck buses were withdrawn 
from passenger service by Midland Red. 

The quartet— operating at three garages 
in Warwickshire—are the sole survivors of 
the Edgbaston vehicle production line 
which Midland Red and its predecessor, the 
Birmingham and Midland Omnibus Compa- 
ny, ran for 50 years. It ended in 1970 when 
modern day production demands proved 
inadequate and too costly. 

At one time Midland Red’s entire fleet of 
single and double-deckers was exclusively 
home-produced. Chassis, bodies and even 
the engines were built on the firm’s produc- 
tion line. 


Alder Valley move 


AS FROM April 21, all departments of the 
Head Office of the Thames Valley and 
Aldershot Omnibus Company will be 
located at Halimote Road, Aldershot, GU11 
3EG (Tel: 0252-27181). 
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Survey into 
London’s transport 
needs 


A £1 MILLION transport survey to establish 
the current pattern of London’s travelling 
habits and needs, has been approved by 
the Greater London Council. 

The last Greater London Transportation 
Survey was in 1971. 

The survey, over an area bounded 
roughly by the M25, will be similar to that 
carried out in 1971 and will have three 
elements: 60,000 home interviews to obtain 
information about household travel; road- 
side interviews at 99 points on the survey 
boundary for information about journeys 
within the survey area by drivers from out- 
side; a goods vehicle survey into 
movements of goods vehicles based in the 
survey area. 

This information will be supplemented by 
other surveys being undertaken by British 
Rail and London Transport. Data gathering 
will begin in September and continue until 
June next year. 


Highwayman 
expresses for 


Essex area 


FAST CROSS-COUNTRY coach services, 
linking with surrounding counties and 
beyond, have been introduced by Eastern 
National. Called Highwayman, the new ser- 
vices comprise seven routes. Starting from 
Southend and Harwich, they will cover 
Basildon, Brentwood, Chelmsford and Col- 
chester, and reach into Suffolk, Norfolk, 
Cambridgeshire, Hertfordshire, Buck- 
inghamshire and Kent. 

Highwayman ticket prices are highly 
competitive. For example, the longest 
journey, from Southend to King’s Lynn, 
costs only £4.50 for a pre-booked return 
fare. Children under 14 travel at half price. 

“One of the main benefits of the new 
Highwayman services is to provide more- 
direct travel to locations not always easily 
accessible by public transport, without first 
journeying through London or other main 
centres,” comments Eastern National 
coaching manager Geoffrey Dodson. 

Many of the Highwayman journeys con- 
nect with other main travel routes. The 
Peterborough run, for example, links with 
High Speed Trains to the North. Other 
journeys connect with Inter-City trains at 
Watford Junction, the European ferries 
from Harwich, and parts of the National Ex- 
press coach network. 


Airport buses 


change hands 


WHYTE'S AIRPORT SERVICES, which 
uses a mainly Ford-based fleet of 74 buses 
to provide the highly-complex passenger 
and personnel movement services at 
Heathrow Airport, has been acquired by 
Garners Coaches of Ealing, an associate 
company of Capital Coaches. Capital and 
its subsidiaries have a 70-strong fleet 
engaged on private hire work and 
contract, much of the latter in connection 
with Heathrow, providing transfer services 
for hotels in the area. 
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Maritime England 
Workshop 


THE FIRST TRADE EVENT relating to 
Maritime England, the English Tourist 
Board’s major promotion for 1982 takes 
place on May 21. This offers the opportuni- 
ty to meet producers from a wide cross- 
section of the trade who are planning to of- 
fer holidays, bargain breaks, special events, 
festivals and tourist attractions on the 
Maritime theme. 

The workshop will take place in the after- 
noon in the beautiful painted Hall at the 
Royal Naval College, however the full pro- 
gramme will commence mid-morning with 
travel from Westminster Pier to Greenwich 
in the Silver Barracuda, one of the River’s 
most modern and comfortable pleasure 
launches. This will be followed by a visit to 
the Maritime Museum, where a special il- 
lustrated presentation will be given and 
then lunch in the historical Trafalgar Tavern 
on the Thames riverside. 

A charge of £2.50 per head will be made 
to help cover the costs of the day’s pro- 
gramme. ETB contact is Rosemary 
Lightbody at the Travel Trade Unit on 
01-730 3400 Ext. 157. 


East Midlands 
Airport service 


SHAW’S COACHES of Barnsley is in- 
troducing a direct coach service to East 
Midlands Airport from Leeds, Barnsley and 
Sheffield, commencing on April 6. 

The service will reach the Airport at 
about 0600 hours; 1400 hours and 2000 
hours thereby providing a reasonable con- 
nection with most package holiday flights. 
Return timings will be about 0630 hours; 
1600 hours and midnight, connecting with 
most incoming package holiday flights. 

A single journey ticket will cost £3.50 
(£3.00 nett to agents). Books of tickets will 
be supplied to participating agents and 
tickets can be booked without query sub- 
ject to receipt of counterfoils five days 
before date of travel. 


Operators’ 
excursions 


EXTRACT 


MISSING 


Flat fares for 


London suburbs 


THE MOST RADICAL CHANGE in London 
Transport fares for many years comes into 
effect on April 5, with the introduction of 
the new suburban flat fare scheme. 

Bus journeys in the suburban zone will 
have one standard adult fare of 25p in place 
of the present five-step scale of fares from 
12p to 58p according to distance. A zonal 
fare system for the inner areas is also under 
consideration. 


Dominant for 
Dennis Falcon 


DUPLE have bodied the first low floor Den- 
nis Falcon | chassis, destined for Leicester 
City Transport. The 51-seat bus body has 
been built to Leicester’s specification. 

The Falcon | chassis has a Gardner 
engine, Voith transmission and full air 
suspension. It was featured in the coach 
show at the CIBS Symposium last month. 


Holiday Round-up 


ALTHOUGH our main holiday programme 
and brochure review feature closed last 
month, more brochures have been received 
and programmes are briefly described. 


Swinards: A good looking brochure 
describes a programme concentrating 
mainly on home tours with several new 
ones, including a Yorkshire holiday follow- 
ing the ‘All creatures, great and small’ 
theme. Short-break Continental holidays 
are also featured. 


Ellerman-Beeline: Another colourful 
brochure describing this company’s home 
programme of more than 30 centred or 
touring holidays. A separate booklet covers 
a programme of seven minibreaks to in- 
teresting areas. The Ellerman-Beeline Con- 
tinental holidays were reviewed in our 
December 1980 issue. 


King of the Road: This Worthing 
operator offers a good selection of centred 
holidays which are described along with 
details of full-day excursions in a useful 
32-page booklet. The programme has been 
doubled this year. 


Shaws of Barnsley: Centred holidays in 
the West Country, Scotland, Wales and 
South Coast resorts with a choice of hotel 
accommodation in most centres. 


Hawkeys: A_ good-looking colour 
brochure from this Newquay operator, 
describes a useful selection of holidays at 
home and abroad. There are three new 
tours in the home programme. At home all 
the main areas are covered— excepting the 
West Country for obvious reasons, whilst 
the Continental programme _ includes 
France, Switzerland and Austria. 


Bebb International: A new camping pro- 
gramme from this Welsh operator offers 
camping holidays in France and Austria. 
Three and four-star camp sites are 
featured. 


Streets of Barnstaple: Three home 
tours and eight Continental holidays are 
described in a small brochure, of improved 
design. 


Left: A party of coach operators recently visited the works of Reeve Burgess at 
Chesterfield to see the new MAN-VW with Reebur RB26 body. The visit was 
organised by Borderman Trucks, MAN-VW dealers in Penrith. Above: Over 30 
operators and their wives, together with Bill and May Webb of CIBS, took advan- 
tage of the three-day post-CIBS symposium educational tour organised by the 
English Tourist Board that travelled via Ilkley, the Yorkshire Dales and Northum- 
bria. Here the group is seen outside Lumley Castle before leaving for a typical 
Northumbrian evening at the Gosforth Park Hotel in Newcastle. The MAN 5R 280 
coach was supplied by Trevor Carnell, of Sheffield. Our report from the Leeds 
Symposium starts on page 20. 


TRADE 


Dominant 
Audio/Visual 


NOW AVAILABLE from Duple Coach- 
builders is a complete slide/tape presenta- 
tion illustrating a short history of the com- 
pany and the build programme of a Domi- 
nant vehicle. 

The presentation is available for CIBS 
area meetings and Duple plan to provide 
light refreshments for the evening. 

Utilizing two projectors, a tape unit and 
dissolve system the 140 slide programme 
runs approx. 20 minutes. The programme 
starts with the first-dual purpose car/van 
bodies built in 1919 and continues to show 
various model changes. 

Following the history of the company, a 
chassis is seen arriving at the Duple works 
and its progress through the main assembly 
area, new paint bays, finishing shop and 
finally in the delivery area ready is il- 
lustrated. 

Further information on the programme or 
bookings for the show from Kevin Wood, 
Publicity Manager at Duple on 0253 6225. 


Fares increase for 
Setrights 


TO MEET the requirements of those 
operators who, as a result of inflation, have 
a fare scale above that available on existing 
Setright Ticket Registers, Keith Edmond- 
son (Ticket & Fare Collection Services) are 
able to offer a conversion to enable max- 
imum ticket values of £19.95 to be issued. 
This conversion is achieved by coarsening 
the existing fare scale increment from a 2p 
or 1p to 5p such that the machine can issue 
tickets in the range 000, 005, 010, 
ONG iad, 100;5 105s 210) exe 1000, 1005, 
1010,.... 1985, 1990, 1995p. 

The cost of the conversion is £30.00 per 
machine (plus carriage & VAT) and is in- 
clusive of parts and fittings. The conversion 
can be carried out on any existing Mk.! or 
Mk.II model. 

Futher details are available from Keith 
Edmondson, 12 Diamond Ridge, Barlaston, 
Stoke-on-Trent, ST12 9DT. Tel. (078 139) 
2305. 


Road spring service 


TESSEYMAN’S of Seamer Road, Scar- 
borough, who specialise in the manufac- 
ture and reconditioning of road springs for 
commercial vehicles and trailers, have em- 
barked on a new marketing policy. 

As well as extending their operations out- 
side their traditional area of North East 
England, they have introduced a three- 
point ‘‘charter’’ for customers. 

The charter promises price stability to 
the end of 1981 on all new orders, free 
technical advisory service, and 24-hour col- 
lection of urgent reconditioning jobs. 
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PEOPLE 


Geoffrey Webb has been appointed 
General Manager of the Southern Vectis 
Omnibus Company on the Isle of Wight. He 
succeeds Michael Wadsworth, who, as 
previously announced, becomes General 
Manager of the Bristol Omnibus Company. 
Mr Webb is currently General Manager of 
National Travel (South West). After 19 
years with Red & White Services he joined 
Associated Motorways as manager in 1961, 
continuing until the establishment of Na- 
tional Travel in 1972 when he became plan- 
ning manager at the London headquarters. 
He took up his present position in 1977. 


Bill Burnett, Director of the South East 
England Tourist Board, was elected Presi- 
dent of the British Association of Tourist 
Officers at the Association’s AGM last 
month. 


By some mischance an announcement in 
last month’s issue referred to the appoint- 
ment of Miss Kathleen M. Palfreyman as 
Traffic Superintendent of Blackburn 
Borough Transport. This should have read 
Traffic Superintendent of Lancaster City 
Transport. She had previously been 
employed at Blackburn. We apologise for 
this error. 


BL has announced the appointment of 
Murray Loake as Director of Communica- 
tions and Public Affairs, BL Cars. The Com- 
pany has also announced that Martin 
Hayes, Director of Communications and 
Public Affairs for the Leyland Group, is also 
to take on the position of Corporate Com- 
munications Executive, BL Limited (the 
position previously held by Murray Loake). 
In his new role Mr Hayes will handle press 
enquiries relating to BL Corporate affairs, 
including the company’s financial perfor- 
mance, relations with Government, col- 
laborative matters, etc. Mr Hayes, who is 
now responsible to John McKay, Director 
of Corporate Communications, BL Limited, 
will maintain offices at BL headquarters in 
London and at the Leyland Vehicles truck 
and bus headquarters at Leyland in Lan- 
cashire. 


1. S. Irwin has been re-appointed as a 
part-time member of the Board of the Na- 
tional Bus Company for a period of one 
year and nine months from April 1, 1981. 
Mr Irwin is also a full-time member and 
Managing Director of the Scottish 
Transport Group. 


The board of London Transport Interna- 
tional Services Ltd, the wholly-owned con- 
sultancy subsidiary which sells London 
Transport expertise throughout the world, 
has been reconstituted under the chairman- 
ship of Sir Peter Masefield, Chairman and 
Chief Executive of London Transport. Ar- 
thur Knight continues as Managing Direc- 
tor and the other LT board members are 
Dr. David Quarmby, Dr. Tony Ridley, 
John Cameron and lan Phillips. LT con- 
sultants are currently at work in Caracas, 
Singapore, Hong Kong, Athens, Tyne and 
Wear, and Seoul. 


MAN-VW Truck & Bus Ltd have an- 
nounced the appointment of two new area 
sales managers. The first is Tim Criddle 
who will be responsible for the MAN luxury 
coach range in the South of England. He 
joined the company in 1979 and to date has 
concentrated on the programming and 
demonstrations of coaches to operators 
throughout the country. Covering the 
Midlands, North of England and Scotland is 
John Walker who joins MAN-VW after 
spending many years with coach dealers. A 
further appointment is that of John Mor- 
rish who becomes Product and Marketing 
Analyst in the Marketing division. 


David Hurst has been appointed Director 
of Truck Sales, Ford of Britain. He suc- 
ceeds Andy Thoms, who has retired after 
30 years with the company. Mr Hurst joined 
Ford in 1965 and became manager, truck 
sales operations, last year. 


David Garnett of A1 Services, Ar- 
drossan has returned to OK Motor Services 
of Bishop Auckland as Traffic Manager. 


OBITUARY 


We regret to record the death of: 

REG BRINDLE who worked in coach sales 
for most of his life. Mr Brindle was 
employed by the Kirkby Organisation up to 
his death, but had prior to that worked at 
Baker West for three years. Before that he 
was for many years with the W.S. Yeates 
Organisation. 

JOHN HIGGIN, Managing Director of 
Seaview Services Ltd. for many years. Mr 
Higgin was very well known to many on the 
Island and the mainland. He was a past 
President of the Isle of Wight Coach 
Operators Association and did much for 
coaching on the Island. 


L. S. HIGGINS, Group Executive, National 


Bus Company, Management and Con- 
sultancy Services. Mr Higgins joined Nor- 
thern General in 1948 as a trainee and his 
first appointment was with Ribble Motor 
Services. He returned to Northern General 
in 1969 as General Manager and went to 
Southdown in 1972, and within the same 
year to Maidstone and District. He went on 
to hold the General Managership of both 
Maidstone and District and East Kent until 
1977 when he was appointed Group Ex- 
ecutive—Management and Consultancy 
Services. 


BOB PAYNE Service Manager, Scania 
(Great Britain) Ltd who was taken ill while 
travelling and died shortly after. 
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LICENSING 


Protection is for the public 
—not the operator 


COUNTY TRAVEL (LEICESTER) have 
been successful in an appeal to the Minister 
of Transport against the imposition of a 
condition restricting the picking up and set- 
ting down of passengers on their stage car- 
riage service in Leicester. 


They applied for a variation extending 
the service from York Road to Bowling 
Green Street, to provide more effective 
penetration of the city centre. This was sup- 
ported by Leicestershire County Council, 
subject to a condition preventing undue 
abstraction from services operated by 
Leicester City Transport alone, or jointly 
with Midland Red. Midland Red also ap- 
plied for variation on two of their own ser- 
vices, one of which is joint with Leicester 
City Transport. 


Granting County Travel’s application, 
the East Midland Traffic Commissioners 
said coordination of services converging on 
a city centre so as to provide the best service 
at the lowest cost was clearly desirable. 
Uniformity of fares and restrictions on the 
carriage of short distance passengers on cer- 
tain sections of routes were canvassed. 

They concluded that, except for services 
operated by Leicester City Transport alone 
or jointly with another operator, city centre 
services along Welford and London Roads 
should be restricted. No passenger should 
be picked up and set down between the City 
centre terminal and Clarendon Park Road. 
A condition was also imposed that the fares 
charged on common sections of route 
should be coordinated with the major 
operator. 

These conditions applied also to the 
Midland Red service operated solely by that 


company but not to the joint service with 
Leicester City Transport. Allowing the ap- 
peal, the Minister agreed with his 
inspector’s conclusions. The inspector said 
that Leicester City Transport claimed ex- 
tension of the service to the new terminal 
made it more attractive to the public and 
would cause abstraction from their own ser- 
vices. 

He had no doubt that County Travel’s 
service would be more attractive to the 
public and that was the best possible reason 
for authorising it. There was no evidence of 
any consequential transfer of passengers ex- 
cept on the most marginal scale. It would be 
so small as to cause no material damage to 
the public and no condition limiting picking 
up and setting down within Leicester could 
be justified on that ground. Nor was it 
justified on the ground that the use of the 
service by short distance passengers 
prevented its use by long distance ones. 
There was no evidence this was the case. 

The proposition that traffic carried by 
County Travel lawfully within the terms of 
their existing licence could be described as 
abstraction against which other operators 
required protection in the public interest, 
could not be accepted. The public were the 
users of the service and had to suffer the 
consequences of any such protection. Pro- 
tection when it was given was for the overall 
protection of the public and not for the pro- 
tection of the operator. 

In the circumstances of this small but ad- 
mittedly desirable extension of route there 
was doubt whether the imposition of a new 
condition as to fare coordination was 
justified, but as this was offered by County 
Travel, it should not be disturbed. 


Cornish village 


loses service 


THE WESTERN Traffic Commissioners 
have authorised the truncation of a stage 
carriage service operated by John Pollard 
of Hayle, Cornwall, which, it was said, will 
result in the village of Porthallow being 
without public transport. Mr Pollard’s ser- 
vice operated from Helston to Porthallow 
and will now be curtailed to run only bet- 
ween Helston and St. Keverne. 

Local residents and St. Keverne Parish 
Council opposed the application and pro- 
duced a petition signed by 40 people who 
claimed to be using the service, which ran 
on Mondays, Thursdays and Saturdays, 
regularly. 

Evidence was given by Mr Pollard that 
during the last six years the average number 
of passengers for each journey over the sec- 
tion of route concerned, was 2.6 The route 
was operationally difficult because of nar- 
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row roads which had, on occasion, resulted 
in damage to vehicles. 

The Commissioners were told the service 
was grant-aided by the County Council who 
were not opposing the application. 


Lincoln/Sheffield 
Link 

LINCOLNSHIRE Road Car Co is to ex- 
tend its stage carriage service between Lin- 
coln and Doncaster into Sheffield. The 
company has applied to the Yorkshire Traf- 
fic Commissioners for a separate licence for 
the Doncaster to Sheffield section operating 
via Balby, Conisbrough, Thrybergh, 
Dalton and Rotherham. 

There was originally an objection from 
the South Yorkshire PTE to the NBC sub- 
sidiary’s proposal but after picking up and 
setting down restrictions on the section of 
route between Hatfield and Sheffield had 
been agreed, the objection was withdrawn. 


Strathclyde fares 


conditions lifted 


THE EXISTENCE of a monopoly in 
Glasgow, conferred on Strathclyde PTE by 
the Glasgow Corporation Act, 1930, did 
not, in itself, mean that the PTE would 
make unreasonable use of its position. 
What it did mean was, that because of the 
monopoly position the standard of proof 
required from the PTE to justify applica- 
tions was that much greater. 

This was said by the Chairman of the 
Scottish Traffic Commissioners, Hugh 
MacNamara, when granting the PTE’s ap- 
plication for the removal of fares condi- 
tions, despite an objection from Glasgow 
District Council. He added that it was com- 
on ground that the monopoly was ineffi- 
cient as it inhibited coordination of ser- 
vices. This, however, was not an issue in the 
context of the application. The remedy for 
monopolistic evils lay in S.43 of the 
Transport Act, 1980, under which any per- 
son affected by restrictions or prohibitions 
under a local act could apply to the Minister 
for modification or revocation. 

The District Council contended that there 
would be no protection for the public in 
fares having to be approved by Strathclyde 
Regional Council, as it was constantly seek- 
ing to reduce the amount of revenue sup- 
port paid to the PTE. Without fares condi- 
tions the PTE would prefer to seek fares in- 
creases rather than reduce services, which 
would have to be justified before the Com- 
missioners. 


Stourport may get 
dial-a-ride 


TAXI proprietor Terence Crew is propos- 
ing to offer a dial-a-ride service in Stour- 
port and has been granted a PSV licence by 
the West Midland Traffic Commissioners, 
At a Birmingham public inquiry he said that 
Stourport was an area with little public 
transport in which he operated six taxis. 
Taxi fares of 50p or more were expensive 
and his idea was that several people could 
share, paying individual fares. 

This would require a PSV licence and he 
proposed to turn his taxi service into a dial- 
a-ride one. This was in the nature of a test 
case and, if successful application would be 
made for further vehicles. 

The Commissioner’s Chairman Arthur 
Crabtree, said they felt this was a good idea 
and one that should be tried out in country 
areas. Rural transport was going to be an 
enormous problem in the next few years 
with major bus operators under great 
pressure and unable to justify operation in 
country areas. They would like a written 
report from Mr Crew in six months’ time 
concerning the progress and results of the 
scheme. 

Mr Crew was warned that the driver of 
the vehicle must have a Public Service Vehi- 
cle driving licence. 
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Destination 


Olau’s Channel 


giant enters 
service 


OLAU LINES’ new flag ship mv O/au Hollan- 
dia made her maiden voyage last month 
and went into service on the Sheerness- 
Vlissingen route on March 25. The largest 
ferry on the Channel services at 14,990 
GRT, the O/au Hollandia has been built to 
cruise standards. All cabins have toilet and 
shower and they are situated forward well 
away from the leisure area. 

A high standard of comfort is maintained 
throughout the ship and the exceptional 
amenities include an indoor swimming 
pool, saunas, solarium, gymnasium, video 
lounge, children’s playroom, a shopping 
centre, a bar and disco. There are, of 
course, well planned restaurants including 
an a la carte restaurant, a buffet and self- 
service cafeteria. 

Catering for 1200 passengers on the night 
services, and with seating for 1600 by day, 
the Olau Hollandia can carry up to 550 cars 
or 65 x 12m vehicles plus 60 cars. 

The Olau line started the Sheerness- 
Vlissingen service only six years ago and 
since that time the traffic has grown to im- 
pressive proportions. In 1980, coaches car- 
ried numbered 2,576 (530 in 1975), there 
were 452,000 passengers (220,000). Cars 
totalled 64,020 (36,812) and there were 
33,544 freight units against 13,149. 

The O/au Hollandia will share service 
duties with the O/au Finn with two sailings 
daily at 11.00 and 21.30. 


Zoo and miniature 
rail package 


PORT LYMPNE Zoo Park and the Romney, 
Hythe and Dymchurch railway have pro- 
duced a combined package deal for coach 
operators. 

The package which will be available this 
summer, includes a return trip on the RH & 
D railway, a traditional fish and chip lunch 
and an afternoon at Port Lympne where 
visitors have the opportunity to walk 
through the estates 270 acres and view 
many endangered species of wild animal 
living there. 

The inclusive cost per head to an 
operator is adult £4, and child £2 and OAP 
foe 

Further details about Port Lympne and 
the Romney, Hythe and Dymchurch railway 
from R. Boutwood at (0303) 60618/9, or 
Chris Fincken at New Romney 2353. 
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“‘Lazydays” for 


Groups 


LADBROKE HOTELS has launched a com- 
pletely new programme of holidays for 
groups in 35 hotels throughout Britain. 

The centre piece of the campaign is a 
brochure called Lazydays for Groups 
featuring a wide range of Group Weekends 
with entertainment, special events, extend- 
ed and centred tours. 


The campaign is aimed at coach 
Operators and other group travel 
organisers. 


These are entertainment weekends based 
on a night away with a choice of themes 
evenings which include a programme of 
entertainment and special menus. Sugges- 
tions in the brochure include a Caribbean 
Castaways evening, a Parisian night, Merrie 
England with old English fayre, Wild West 
Hoe Down, Scottish Highland Fling or Viva 
Espana. Accommodation on Friday or 
Saturday night combines entertainment, 
dinner and traditional English breakfast. 
The nett rate is £19.50 per person for one 
night and £27 for two nights. 

Ladbroke Hotels, PO Box 137, Millbuck 
House, Clarendon Road, Watford, Herts. 
WD7 1DN (Tel: 92) 46464. 


Chelsea Flower 
Show— Coach 


arrangements 


THE PERMIT SYSTEM introduced two 
years ago for coaches visiting the Chelsea 
Flower Show, (May 18-22), will continue 
again this year, and the two coach points at 
Chelsea Bridge Road and Chelsea Embank- 
ment will be strictly limited, and again only 
to those coaches displaying permits. 

To obtain a permit, coach operators 
and/or party organisers should write to the 
Metropolitan Police Coach Advisory Ser- 
vice. Room 618. Tintagel House, Albert 
Embankment, London, SE1 7TT detailing: 
The date of the visit; the number of 
coaches involved each day. Advice leaflets 
and permits will be forwarded accordingly. 

In the event of the above coach points 
being filled, separate instructions will be 
issued for those coaches for which permits 
cannot be granted. 


ro ee 
t ee 


‘ 
 .. ee 


The 14,990 ton mv O/au Hollandia. 
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Bulbtime in 
Spalding 


THE SPALDING FLOWER PARADE and 
Grand Spring Weekend at Springfields 
Gardens, Spalding is scheduled for May 9. 
The 25 acre gardens are open from April 3 
and admission is £1.50 for the Flower 
Parade Weekend and 50p at other times. 
Free coach parking except on May 9/10 
when the fee is £4 and £3 respectively. 


Leeds Castle 


THIS CASTLE of the mediaeval Queens of 
England is situated 4 miles E of Maidstone 
at the junction of the A20 and M20. A 
fairytale castle built in the middle of a lake 
in landscaped parkland, it has been 
beautifully restored. 

Leeds Castle is open Tues, Wed, Thurs, 
Sundays and Bank Holiday Mondays from 
1 pm to 5 pm. The grounds are open from 
12 noon to 5 pm. 

Parties are by arrangement and the 
Trustees reserve the right to close all or part 
of the Castle for Seminars and special 
events. It is wise therefore, to phone (0622) 
65400 in advance for up-to-date details. 


Now published 


Who's Who 
in the 


Bus Industry 
1981 


National Bus Company, 
London Transport, 

Scottish Transport Group, 
Passenger Transport Executive, 
and Local Authorities 


Price £1.00 post free from 
TRAVEL & TRANSPORT LTD., 
122 Newgate Street, 

London, EC1A 7AD. 
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Above: A busy scene at the 12th annual workshop organised by Best Western 
Hotels in London last month. Nearly 100 hotels took stands. This marketing 
consortium represents 150 hotels in this country and has affiliations with over 


2,600 hotels worldwide. 


Below: “‘\'d be more comfortable by the fireside in a coach 
seat”, said Miss Ella Gibson, and she proved by asking 
Cotters Tours to supply her with one just like the one she 
found so comfortable on the Cotters tours she has en- 
joyed—fifteen in all (See story opposite page). 


VIEWPOINT 


Vitesse 


m= THERE WAS, I understand, an excellent attendance at 
last month’s CIBS Symposium in Leeds. A thoroughly 
practical and enjoyable programme had been arranged and 
the smaller operators in particular, went away having been 
given much food for thought. In addition, the organisation 
of the whole event was excellent and reflected great credit 
on the people concerned, notably Bill Webb. CIBS has cer- 
tainly become a great power for good in the coaching in- 
dustry and offers a variety of services unobtainable 
elsewhere. I have in front of me a copy of CIBS publicity 
kit, for example, and it is a most excellent and informative 
publication packed with useful information of particular 
value to coach operators. Such information has never been 
gathered together in one publication before. I understand 
that out of 1800 members only 165 have applied for this 
manual which costs £23 and contains the experience of 
many experts in marketing and publicity. Don’t be put off 
by the owl—I hate it too—and you are not bound to use 
this symbol in your publicity if you don’t want to. You 
will, nevertheless find a mine of information and ideas in 
the book and reference features which alone could prove 
worth the money. 


gw RIVALRY between small operators and the big guns has 
been going on ever since some of the little guns became big 
guns! I rather liked a story that can now be told and that 
came from Frank Pointon who recently retired as Deputy 
Chief Executive of the National Bus Company. Frank’s 
career in the industry spanned some 34 years but he has a 
family background of bus and coach operation going back 
more than 60 years. His father and two uncles were 
operators in North Staffordshire and were great rivals with 
and later absorbed by PMT. Frank started in the business 
as a BET management trainee and eventually became an 
Executive Director of the group. In 1965 he was appointed 
Chairman of PMT and called on his elderly uncle to tell 
him the news. ‘‘Well done, lad,’’ said his uncle, ‘‘so we’ve 
beaten the buggers at last!’’ 
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sw RETIRING at the end of this month is another of those 
stalwarts who started his working life at the time of the 
1930 Road Traffic Act when road service licensing was in- 
troduced and now retires shortly after the introduction of 
the 1980 Road Traffic Act which abolishes many of the 
licensing provisions of the earlier Act. He is Frank Elstone 
who is well known in the London coach scene and who, for 
the past 16 years has handled licensing matters for Frames 
Tours. Previously, he was with Thomas Cook and organised 
the postwar programme of tours of London and the sur- 
rounding areas with special appeal to overseas visitors. 
Apart from attending many historic traffic court cases 
from the days when Sir Henry Piggott was Commissioner 
up to the present day, Frank also found time to become a 
fully qualified BTA guide for London and other places. I 
hope he will enjoy retirement—doing a bit of tour guiding, 
maybe? Incidentally, Frames this year celebrates its 
Centenary. 


aI ENJOYED an interesting trip recently when Global 
Overland hosted a lunch for its top London agents. The 
lunch was held aboard the ‘Fair Lady’ a cruising restaurant 
on the Regents Canal travelling through the London Zoo, 
Regents Park and subterranean tunnels to Little Venice 
and back to the starting point at Camden High Street. In 
all, a three hour trip which can be commended for coach 
parties or operators looking for something a bit different 
from the usual run of things. Enquiries and bookings can 
be made at ‘Fair Lady’ 250 Camden High Street, London 
NW1. Advance booking is essential. 


mw THE PARTY for the aforementioned ‘jolly’ travelled to 
and from Camden Town in one of Global’s latest 
coaches—an air-suspended Volvo with Van Hool Alizee 
body. Although in Global livery, the coach was actually 
owned and operated by Harris Eurotours of Armadale 
running under contract to Global. Global Overland no 
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longer own any coaches—they used to operate a few 
themselves—but now hire exclusively, four from Harris, 
four from Warnes of Bristol, six from Heyfordian, six 
from Bowens and one from Len Wright. With Continental 
hires there is a fleet of 60. Tony John, Global’s Sales 
Director, told me that the company preferred to hire from 
smaller companies who had established a reputation for 
quality and reliability. They must also provide top class 
vehicles and drivers for the season. So far, he said, they 
had no reason at all to be unhappy with their choice. These 
Operators were handling some of the more demanding 
tours including three weeks to Russia (Len 
Wright—MAN), Scandinavia (Harris-Volvos). Bowens 
operate to Holland with a Volvo Caetano and Heyfordian 
are on British tours (Volvo-Van Hool). Warnes operate 
Fords on Loire Valley and Five Capital tours. 


w= LAST YEAR Global provided 200,000 holidays of all 
types and ranked among the top six tour operators in Bri- 
tain. A far cry indeed, from the time 35 years ago when 
Cyril Shuman, Harry Rosenthall and Lou Wine opened 
their travel business in a small (ex-barbers) shop opposite 
London’s Liverpool Street Station. I well remember some 
of the early successes, creating a national market for 
Continental tours, hiring coaches on the other side of the 
Channel to overcome licensing and, of course to avoid the 
huge capital expense of buying their own coach fleet. They 
also led the way in bargain holidays abroad performing 
what was believed to be impossible during the period of the 
£25 travel allowance. The story goes that Global started its 
own tour operation when the company was let down by a 
wholesaler who had contracted to carry out a trip to 
Oberammergau for them. They did it themselves and 
decided to carry on doing just that. 


a DID YOU notice that nearly all the coaches mentioned 
in the foregoing paragraph were of foreign make? This is 
really an important question, for it is evident that quite a 
lot of operators are now buying ‘foreign’ and the reasons 
are by no means clear. In a letter to us not long ago, 
Charles Yeates expressed the view that any attempt to com- 
pare Continental bodywork with British bodywork has 
been unrealistic and somewhat unfair. He points out that, 
given the right brief, the two British coachbuilders are 
capable of producing products which not only equal the 
best available from overseas but in many important 
features exceed them. ‘‘It is certainly our experience,’ he 
goes on, ‘‘that operators purchasing Duple or Plaxton 
bodies are more likely to benefit in terms of operating costs 
and the all important depreciation factor and that the 
specification is, often as not, in the hands of the individual 
operator. This, of course is true. But why are more 
operators buying foreign? It is an important question that 
really does need looking at. Is it price? Is it seat comfort? 
Is it the exterior appearance? Is it that British ‘extras’ are 
often standard on foreign machines or is it just a change of 
fashion? Could it be that passengers and operators are 
waking up to the additional comfort afforded by air 
suspension without even knowing it? It’s pretty important 
that British coachbuilders should know the answer to this 
question. So would anyone like to tell us just why they 
bought Continental? 


a I WONDER if the following rather delightful story pro- 
vided any sort of clue to the questions set out above. Ella 
Gibson’s love for Cotter’s coach tours has taken her on 15 
different trips all over Europe during the last 10 years. One 
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of the things she specially liked were the luxurious 
coaches—and in particular the very comfortable seats, 
which she found even more comfortable than her fireside 
armchair. So she wrote to Bernard Cotter, the company’s 
chairman, asking if she could buy a coach seat for her 
living-room. ‘‘When we received her letter,’’ said Mr Cot- 
ter, ‘‘we had no hesitation in getting in touch with the 
coach manufacturers in Belgium asking them to make us a 
seat specially for this lady’. This was duly handed 
over to Miss Gibson as a more comfortable replacement 
for her fireside chair. (See picture) 


Miss Lesley Smith 


mg LESLEY SMITH, known as ‘the lassie with the chassis’, 
is the demonstration driver for DAF Bus. She has given 
quite a few coach operators a surprise when she has arrived 
to demonstrate a DAF MB 200 DKTL! It does show, 
however, that if petite Lesley can handle the coach with 
ease, it should not prove a problem for any driver. One of 
a select band of lady drivers, Lesley joined the parent com- 
pany DAF Trucks in 1976 following her great success as 
“Lady Trucker of the Year’’. She lives in Doncaster and 
travels all over the UK in her work. Still only 29, she has 
been driving coaches for the past five years—the very first 
coach she drove being Mitcham Belle, on of the first 
DAF coaches on the road in the UK. 


= BEST WESTERN HOTELS held their 12th annual 
workshop in London last month when some 100 Best 
Western hotels in Great Britain and from abroad welcomed 
tour operators and agents at their wide variety of stands. 
Years ago at these events, I remember, the hoteliers used to 
sit quietly at their tables waiting for you to stop and ad- 
dress them. Not so today. Falter for a brief moment in 
your brisk stride along the gangways—and you’re nobbl- 
ed! And that, of course, is just as it should be. Best Western 
Hotels is a marketing consortium representing 150 well- 
known hotels throughout the country. They are affiliated 
with 14 other hotel consortia in foreign countries giving a 
massive spread of over 2,600 hotels worldwide. Whilst not 
all of them are suitable for coach groups, a good many are 
and Best Western have produced a useful folder devoted 
solely to those hotels which can accommodate coach par- 
ties and welcome them. Full details of party rates are 
given, of course, with booking arrangements. The com- 
pany will help you put together tailor made tours. For a 
copy of this folder ring 01-940 7566. Incidentally, there’s a 
free Getaway weekend for two going for some lucky 
operator. 
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CPT President Ron Whittle 


AN ANALYSIS of the cost of coach opera- 
tion reveals that ‘there is no reason for a 
small operator automatically to assume that 
he can cut the prices of a large firm and still 
make a profit’, said Ron Whittle, CPT Presi- 
dent, when he addressed the CIBS Sym- 
posium in Leeds last month. In his paper he 
analysed the cost of operation and conclud- 
ed that there is no justification for an 
assumption that the costs of a small 
operator are lower than for a large indepen- 
dent operator. 

Certainly there will be variations, he 
said, ‘but the indicators are that these 
will be small and produce a differential 
when properly costed of no more than 
5%. 

There are, said Mr Whittle, certain costs 
that vary little from one operator to 
another. ‘‘Fuel costs are a case in point. 
The large operator will gain a discount of 
pence per gallon on bulk purchases and 
deliveries, the small operator will recoup 
some of that saving probably by driving 
somewhat more economically than the paid 
employee who is not buying the stuff 
himself. | will judge that as a 1% saving by 
the large operator giving 12 pence per car 
mile. 

“Tyres are a cost to us all to pretty much 
the same extent. Again, bulk purchases 
may save a little with an offset for more 
careful driving by the small man. I'll cost 
that as even at 2 ppcm. 

“Vehicles can be costed in so many ways 
that it is difficult to see the wood for the 
trees’, said Mr Whittle, but for his example, 
he took a 1981 Bedford YNT with a British 
body—a_ fairly popular combination for 
large and small operators. ‘Ignoring dis- 
counts, this coach would cost the operator 
around £40,000. Taking straight line 
depreciation over a 10 year period at an 
average of 35,000 miles per annum, and 
with a built in increase to cover replace- 
ment depreciation, the basic depreciation 
amounts to £4,000 per annum which will 
fund a £40,000 replacement cost in ten 


CPT Coaching Symposium 


Undercut the big boys 


and profit? 


—it aint necessarily so! 


CPT President puts the spotlight on 
operating costs at Leeds Symposium 


years’ time plus a residual value which will 
probably boost that to say, £50,000. ““Now 
here,” here said Mr Whittle, ‘‘is where | 
frighten you all to death! If prices escalate 
to the same degree over the next ten years 
as thy have in the seventies then vehicle 
replacement will cost £160,000!!—so that 
our allowance for replacement depreciation 
needs to fund an additional £110,000 or 
£11,000 per annum—in addition to our 
original £4,000 which equals no less than 42 
pence per mile. You may well say that this 
is ridiculous and | would be inclined to 
agree—if inflation continues over the next 
ten years as it has in the last ten—then | 
wonder if any of us will be in business. On 
the other hand it might be imprudent not to 
make this provision. | shall take a balanced 
view and assume a vehicle replacement 
cost of £90,000, giving depreciation of 
£8,000 per annum or nearly 23 ppcm. 
“Next comes wages and _ specifically 
drivers’ wages. Wage rates vary from 
operator to operator but we can assume 
that a coach driver costs his employer 
around £110 per week or 16p per mile. How 


The 4th Coaching Symposium is opened by 
the Mayor of Leeds, Coun. Atkinson, ad- 
dressing members at the Dragonara Hotel. 
Seated with him is Eddie Dunn, CIBS Na- 
tional Chairman. 


does the small man compare? | have heard 
it suggested that he should pay himself at 
least £10,000 per annum, but if he is small 
enough to be doing a lot of driving himself 
that would be a little imprudent because his 
driving work is then overpriced. Having said 
that it would be equally silly for him to 
under-price, or totally ignore it as so many 
do. Let us put him at £7,500 per annum or 
21.5 ppcm. A very definite plus for the big 
operator. 

“Licences, insurance and the like will 
cost around 2.2 ppcm and here experience 
suggests that the large operator is likely to 
have some advantage with fleet rates, 
lower excesses and the like. It is an 
unknown quantity but | will record a benefit 
to the big boy of 0.3 ppcm. 

“Maintenance can vary enormously from 
operator dependent on age profile of the 
fleet etc., but figures suggest £2,500 per 
annum or 7p per mile as reasonable 
assumptions. The little operator is unlikely 
to employ cleaners (his wife may well be 
lumbered with the job) and probably does 
much of the maintenance work himself, so 
give him the benefit of 2p per mile. So far 
we have only looked at vehicles themselves 
but we can see from these figures that the 
larger operator could have a benefit of 4.2 
pence per mile. 


An innovation for the Symposium this year 
was the staging of a coach display in the 
garage of Wallace Arnold. The event was 
well supported by manufacturers and the pic- 
ture shows part of the display, including a 
Wallace Arnold coach on the ramp. A tourist 
board workshop run as a curtain raiser to the 
Symposium on the Friday was another 
popular attraction. 


“Turning to overheads, it is here that 
most small operators claim a large advan- 
tage. How does this stand up to close ex- 
amination? ‘asked Mr Whittle?’’ Their rates 
due in some cases to inferior premises, may 
well be lower, though how this will turn out 
once operators’ licences come into force, is 
debatable. But for now let us say 0.4 pence 
per mile against 0.2 ppcm. 

“Other incidental property expenses may 
be around £170.00 per annum or another 
0.4 ppcm. Again, this cost could well be 
lower so let us again say 0.2 ppcm for the 
small man. The big costs on administration 
come in wages, telephone, stationary, 
advertising, postages, expenses and the 
like. It would be in no way usual for a large 
company to spend £1,500 per annum or 4.3 
ppcm on this type of expenditure, and it 
could well be considerably more.’” Mr Whit- 
tle did not feel that the small man would 
make any noteworthy saving here. 

So what have we got? ‘Total overheads 
have, according to this very rough rule of 
thumb, cost the large operator 5.1 ppcm 


BONDED COACH 
HOLIDAYS 1981 


V 


FOLLOWING the relaxation of licensing, 
the bonding of both domestic and interna- 
tional coach holidays has become a matter 
of considerable importance and the CPT 
has set up a scheme which offers full pro- 
tection to holidaymakers on such holidays. 

In the past, operators in the Continental 
Section of CIBS satisfied ABTA as to 
finanical stability through the licensing 
system, but with the possible entry of new 
operators into the wider holiday tour field, 
the need for a special bonding arrangement 
has become apparent. This requirement 
was explained by Michael Rutherford of 
Glenton Tours in a paper presented to the 
CIBS Symposium and he went on to give 
details of the Bonded Holidays scheme set 
up by the Confederation of British Road 
Passenger Transport of which organisation 
CIBS forms the coaching section. 

The Bonded Coach Section was formed 
“to assist members who operate inclusive 
tours incorporating at least one night's ac- 
commodation, within or outside the UK”. 
BCH membership is open to any CPT 
member of two consecutive years standing 
and he must have operated inclusive tours 
predominantly by coach. 

The scheme which has been set up with 
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and the little guy 2.5 ppcm. If we add this to 
the operational cost of 62 for the big ‘un 
and 67 for the small ‘un, we end up with a 
total cost of just over 67 ppcm for the large 
company and just over 69 ppcm for the 
small firm. Mr Whittle pointed out that 
these figures did not represent the true cost 
of operation. For brevity some minor con- 
siderations have been omitted. For exam- 
ple, interest on capital. 

“The value of this exercise’ he said, “‘is 
the comparison and we end up with a dif- 
ference in favour of the large firm of 2 
ppcm. That is well within the bounds of er- 
ror and differences in costs between one 
operator and another. This does not rule 


the co-operation of ABTA, calls for ap- 
plicants to provide a bond based on 10% of 
the projected town turnover for the year in 
which the bond is to be valid. The bond 
minimum is set at £7,500. Operators new 
to inclusive tours will need to provide a 
bond based on 20% of gross tour turnover. 
There will also be a £50 membership fee to 
join the BCH scheme. 

When the CPT auditors have confirmed 
an applicant's financial stability, the Com- 
mitee will consider the application, set the 
bond requirements as a percentage and 
notify the applicant. If successful, his 
membership will be granted subject to 
depositing the bond at Sardinia House. Ap- 
plicants holding ABTA bonds for continen- 
tal operations may, provided that they meet 
BCH requirments submit them in lieu of, or 
in addition to, any bond required by the 
Committee. Obviously, such bonds must be 
declared when applying. 

The bonds provided by BCH members 
will be assigned to the Section and, if a 
member defaults in his holiday obligations, 
used to offset customers’ losses in respect 
of tour deposits, part or full payments. The 
bond would also be used to pay any other 
members who suffered mutual assistance 


out things like special promotions, differen- 
tials between the ways in which costs are 
allocated and other such variations. What it 
does mean is that at the end of each year 
both the large and small operator needs to 
be looking (assuming similar mileage) for 


similar revenue income, however they 
achieve it. 

What can be said with a fair degree of 
certainly, is that any operator averaging 
around 35,000 miles per annum who is 
achieving a revenue of less than 70 
ppcm on average per annum, is almost 
certainly heading for long term trouble, 
and perhaps even quicker than he 


thinks. 


CPT launch coach 
bonding scheme 


Contingency insurance to cover bond short fall 


by either returning a passenger to his or her 
point of origin for that tour, or, alternatively 
provided a seat on a comparable type of 
tour. All BCH members have to undertake 
to offer this form of mutual assistance on 
joining the Section. 

In addition to individual member bonds, 
CPT has arranged futher contingency in- 
surance to the level of £500,000. This is to 
provide further financial cover in the event 
of any members’ bond falling short of liabili- 
ty. The premium of £7,500 per annum for 
this extra cover will be divided among 
members on a sliding scale according to 
their size of operation and own bonding 
levels. A limit, yet to be fixed will be set in 
respect of larger operators. It follows that 
the more members there are the smaller will 
be the contribution. 

Though advertising will not be possible 
this year, maximum publicity will now be 
given to the Section through the national 
and trade press, in the CPT Newsletter and 
through ABTA agents. The latter will 
periodically be advised which operators 
belong to BCH. Furthermore, those 
members already accepted will be entitled 
to promote and publicise their membership 
using the 1981 insignia. 
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LETTERS 


A fig for your progress! 


Sir,—I read with interest Viewpoint in the February issue. Vitesse 
asks what 1981 coaches have that the 1951 AEC Regal IV/Burl- 
ingham’s of Northern Roadways didn’t. 

lam in the process of rebuilding two 1951 Regal IV/Seagulls for 
our working museum of the classic designs of bus and coach. 
They do not have air suspension, but—unlike modern 
coaches—they do nor have excessive front and rear overhangs, 
which cause a 1981 coach to ride very roughiy—with or without 
air suspension. 

Gear changing with the preselective gearbox and fluid flywheel 
is extremely simple, reliable and very smooth. Power from the 
unstressed and reliable 9.6-litre engine provides a very good per- 
formance for a 30ft. coach, cruising up to 55 mph (fitting a higher 
ratio differential would enable one to cruise at 70 mph if 
required). The engine is very quiet indeed and idles smoothly. 


Coming back to life. Mr Dean is restoring this 1950 Leyland PS2 
Tiger with Harrington coachwork. This is scheduled to run Classi- 
que’s first 1981 tour, to Mull and lona at Easter and it is already fully 
booked. At least there are no moans about final registration letters 
being rather dated! 


Windows are of adequate size in untinted glass to offer a good 
view of the scenery in its colours without frying the passengers in 
summer or freezing them in winter. Ventilation is far superior toa 
1981 coach with fixed windows; passengers may open side win- 
dows and the sliding roof—even the windscreens open for very 
hot days. A smaller glass area and the fully-moquetted interior 
lining enable the saloon to be kept warm. 

The well-spaced, deepbacked armchair seating is more comfor- 
table than the narrow Van Hool seating. The unassisted steering 
forces drivers to take their time on corners and roundabouts 
(modern power assisted steering encourages coaches to be thrown 
into bends—to the passengers’ and coaches’ discomfort). Both 
chassis and body are very robust. 

These ‘old’ coaches are very suitable for our tour work in the 
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Scottish Highlands and Islands and are a much more comfortable 
vehicle than most. Vertical-engined coaches, eg AEC Regal III, 
with axle at the extreme front, offer an even quieter and smoother 
ride. Many people, especially the elderly, are frightened by the 
speeds attained by modern coaches, but can sit relaxed in a coach 
geared for the 30mph era. 

I feel that very little, if any, rea/ progress has been made in the 
last 30 years in regard to reliability, quietness, smoothness, ride, 
heating, ventilation, seating and legroom. On most counts the 
modern coach is very inferior. 

Perhaps Vitesse will give us the opportunity to prove it to him! 

D. N. DEAN 
Classique Sun Saloon Luxury Coaches, 
Well Street, 
Paisley, 
Renfrewshire. 
P.S. Their classic design is ageless—and they can earn as much 
net profit as a £75,000 coach as well! 


Super Commuter goes on 


Sir,—Further to your article in the February edition of COACHING 
JOURNAL (page 3) entitled, ‘“Commuter Coaches Fade’’, I would 
like to respectfully point out that the Swinards Super Commuter 
service is still operating daily from Ashford, Kent to London. 

In an area already very well served by British Railways our 
Leyland Executive Highrise Coach is steadily increasing on an 
already satisfied payload of customers. Although there is still 
room for improvement, we are confident that we can be suc- 
cessful in persuading the commuter to ‘‘take the strain off the 
train’, and travel by coach. 

On board we offer style, luxury and comfort with a col- 
our/video television, WC facilities, hostess service and refresh- 
ment servery offering tea, coffee, soft drinks and light snacks. We 
also include a daily newspaper/magazine service, stereo music, 
reclining seats and a non-smoking area. Seats are bookable in ad- 
vance or obtainable on the day subject to availability. Daily, 
weekly and monthly tickets are offered and an annual ticket is be- 
ing considered. 

However, despite our efforts and concentrated marketing cam- 
paign and despite the fact that we are the main Coach and Tour 
Operator in Ashford, Kent, we fail to understand why this ex- 
cellent service has not received its fair share of trade publicity. 
Maybe this is a genuine oversight which perhaps is due to the fact 
that we do not stand on our soapbox enough. In any event may 
we please now announce that Swinards and its Super Committee 
Service to London is still very much alive and kicking! 


PHILIP SWINARD 


Swinards British & European Tours Ltd., M.Inst.T.T. 
Travel House, Coach Operations 
Hunter Avenue, Director 


Ashford, 
Kent, TN24 OHB. 


COACHING JOURNAL APRIL 1981 


pbevland Bus, 


xa 
£ oad 
. ms 
op 
= 


Sa 


WORTTL. 
WAITING 


New from Leyland — Tiger 
the ultimate high performance, 
air suspended long distance 
coach chassis built by the 
experts Leyland Bus. 


Tiger is new — but itis of the same pedigree as the Leopard and Reliance, so all the features which have been hallmarks of these worldbeaters 
have been retained or improved. ; 
Tiger's strong back. A tough, strong, bolted, flat topped, no-nonsense chassis frame — just what you'd expect from Leyland. The perfect 

base for all types of normal, intermediate or high-line bodywork. Deep 203 mm channel section members with a mid-wheelbase flitch, nine channel 
section cross members and six strong outriggers. Side members finish behind the rear suspension giving body design freedom at the rear end. The whole 
chassis is corrosion protected for 15 year life. Two lengths are available to suit 12 m or 11.5 m body lengths. 

Majestic in silent power. Smooth, quiet, economical power from the new Leyland TL11H engine. An 11.1 litre, six cylinder, direct injection, in-line 
turbocharged diesel mounted amidships beneath the floor. Developed from the renowned 680/690 the new TL1] has been widely used in other 
Leyland products and has eamed an enviable reputation for economy and reliability. 

In Tiger the engine produces 218 bhp at a stress free 2100 rev/min. and there is massive torque back-up right across the speed range with a maximum of 650 Ibf ftat¢ 
This gives Tiger outstanding performance and economy whether it be on motorways or climbing hills at a full 16 ton gross capacity. 

Tiger fast over the ground. The matching of engine output to proven transmissions and axles gives Tiger sparkling over the road performance — with economy. 

Transmission is either the renowned Pneumocyclic with semi- or fully-automatic control or the ZF S6-80 six speed synchromesh manual. The Pneumocyclic uses a 191 

fully charged coupling for maximum operational efficiency whilst the ZF uses a 14 in automatically adjusted twin-plate clutch. 

Front axle is rated at 6.35 tonnes and the single reduction spiral bevel rear axle is rated at 11 tonnes. 

Surefooted Tiger. Tiger is fitted with spigotted wheels for security. A full range of wheel and tyre equipment is available to suit your operating 
requirement including maximum speed/duration operation at full weight. 

Large Leyland ’‘S’ type cam and roller brakes are fitted to both axles providing smooth, efficient, fade-free braking, The system is full air, dual circuit to 
EEC 71/320, 75/524 and 79/489. with spring parking brakes. 

A factory fitted Telma retarder or engine exhaust brake can also be specified. 

Tiger glides on air. Full air suspension is standard on Tiger. Air suspension renowned for its simplicity, ride quality and low maintenance. 


The system uses four low frequency bellows per axle, wide spaced to give outstanding 
stability. An anti-roll bar is fitted at the front for even greater roll stiffness. 
Cool headed Tiger. A massive front mounted radiator with automatic 
hydraulic fan keeps Tiger cool under all conditions from —20°C to + 36°C. 
Electric Tiger. Tiger has grouped, colour coded wiring for easy fault location and 
simplicity in bodying, All electrics are grouped at the front beside the driver and are accessible 
from inside or outside. In addition all the engine bay interface connections and master 
switch are grouped together. 
The system is 24v and there is a choice of alternator and battery capacities. 
Tiger economy. The combination of carefully planned weight distribution, ? 
TL11H engine and transmission gives Tiger outstanding operational economy — and the ? 
massive 88 gal tank means long, long distances can be covered aa 
without topping up. ees 
Handling Tiger. Your drivers will love Tiger — it's smooth, quiet, responsive, sure-footed OX & 
and easy to drive. The ergonomically designed instrument layout, raked steering column, small dished Os 
wheel and power steering make Tiger a pleasure to drive hour after hour. $ 


Tiger strikes back for Britain — and you. 


Looking after Tiger. @ Free PDI after bodying @ Free 1000 mile service 

@ Unlimited mileage 1 year warranty @ Over 25 Leyland Coach Service Specialists in 
the UK @ European Service Contact @ Linkline roadside assistance scheme 

@ Truckcharge payment card scheme @ SAVE vehicle operation evaluation scheme 


Lawlianc! 


@ VOR emergency parts supply — just a few features of the Leyland o 

Co-Driver package designed to help you keep Tiger on the road, earning KS 
CO-DRIVER money. P 9 s 
Distributors: Arlington Motor Co Ltd, London — 01 965 5982. Arlington Motor Co (LGS) Ltd, ? ‘ és 


Bristol — 0272 772671. Kirkby Central Ltd, Sheffield - 0909 564311. Kirkby e@e 
Hogarth Ltd, Glasgow - 041 810 3166. ? & 
Agent: W S Yeates Ltd, Loughborough — 0509 217777 


‘Tiger, Tiger, burning bright’—as are Leyland’s hopes 
for their new coach chassis. Will it knock spots 
off the Leopard—and the opposition? 


B43? From now on it’s 


TIG 


o the secret is out. 

S Leyland’s new  single-decker chassis, hitherto 

known by the design code B43 and briefly described 
in the October issue, has been given a true pedigree 
Leyland name—Tiger. There could hardly be a more ap- 
propriate choice for a model which has been designed to 
be Leyland’s main challenger in the market for heavy-duty 
single-deck coach or bus chassis. 

The original series of Leyland Tigers, beginning with the 
TS1 introduced in 1927, dominated the highly competitive 
UK market in such vehicles for many years, perhaps the 
best remembered for many people being the TS7 and TS8 
of the mid to late ’30s, of which there were large fleets in 
almost all parts of the country. After the 1939-45 war, the 
Tiger PS1 and PS2 carried on the tradition until underfloor- 
engined models became popular in the early ’SOs. 

So Leyland’s hope is clearly that the new Tiger will be 
equally successful. What are its chances? 

Well, it starts off with a good pedigree, not only in its 
name. The design follows in the immensely successful 
tradition of the Leopard, which has crowned two decades 
of production by being the best-selling single-decker 
chassis in Britain in 1980, with a 25% slice of the total 
market of just under 3,000 such vehicles. The Leopard, in- 
cidentally, is to continue in production for some time as a 
less expensive alternative, with a price about 15% below 
that of the Tiger. 


Tiger heart. The TL11 engine, complete with pneumocyclic gearbox 
and Telma retarder. 
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Alan Townsin 
C.Eng., M.I.Mech.E, 


takes a long, 
hard look 


The obvious question is: ‘‘what does the operator 
choosing the Tiger get for his extra money?’’. The short 
answer is a considerably upgraded—and _ up- 
dated—specification. The two models share a_ basic 
similarity of function and there are obvious similarities of 
general design, such as the flat-topped frame, while the 
general quality and ruggedness can obviously be taken as 
directly comparable, though all Tigers are rated for up to 
16 tons gross whereas the 11-metre Leopard is a 14-ton 
gross machine. 

But the Tiger offers considerably more power, the pro- 
mise of much better ride comfort and driver’s controls in 
line with modern ideas. 
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Above: The third of four prototype B43 Tiger chassis is this 12-metre 
coach with Plaxton Supreme IV body. It has been successfully tilted 
to 40 degrees fully laden. Opposite: Tiger skinned. The TRC chassis 
in ZF 6-speed synchromesh gearbox form showing the front 
mounted radiator and air suspension. An 88-gallon fuel tank is stan- 
dard. 


Performance potential 


More information is now available which makes it possi- 
ble to analyse the performance potential of the Tiger in 
relation to that of the Leopard. The TL11H engine 
develops 218bhp at 2100rpm compared to the 175bhp at 
2200rpm of the 680H as used in the Leopard—an increase 
of 24%. Perhaps more significant is the increase in tor- 
que—from 500 lb.ft to 659 Ib.ft. The speed at which this is 
developed is unchanged at 1300rpm and it will be in- 
teresting to see whether the tractability of the 680 at even 
lower speeds is maintained. In any case, an extra 30% of 
torque should be sufficient to make a laden Tiger behave 
not unlike an unladen Leopard in terms of general 
liveliness. Leyland have yet to quote exact comparisons of 
unladen chassis weight, beyond conceding that the Tiger 
is slightly heavier, but I would be surprised if the difference 
amounted to more than a few hundredweights for vehicles 
of equivalent specification. Gearbox and rear axle ratios 
are similar, with the important addition of the availability of 
the 3.31: 1 axle ratio on the 12-metre model as well as the 
11-metre version—on the Leopard it is not available on the 
12-metre, no doubt because the available power is con- 
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sidered insufficient to pull the high overall top gear 
resulting. Nominally, there will be a slight reduction in 
speed for a given choice of ratio because of the reduction 
in governed revs from 2200 to 2100rpm. Thus, with the 
3.31 axle and 11 x 22.5 tyres, the speed at governed revs 
will be 75.7mph rather than the 79.3mph theoretically 
possible with the Leopard. Such speeds are, in any case, 
illegal in most countries and even in practical terms the 
Tiger’s actual maximum, allowing for governor run-up, 
may well be little short of 80mph with this specification. 
Moreover the increase in power will enable speed to be 
kept up on gradients considerably more effectively than 
with the Leopard—not that the latter is sluggish, except 
perhaps by comparison with vehicles in the more exotic 
250 bhp-plus class. 

Leyland’s view is that the Tiger strikes a logical balance 
between performance and economy. The cut in governed 
speed brings specific fuel consumption into the engine’s 
most efficient range. The rating of 218bhp is not sufficient 
to meet the German Tempo 100 regulations at the full 
gross weight of 16 tons, though an 11-metre Tiger could 
presumably meet the 15bhp/ton requirement at a suitable 
lower gross weight of about 14% tons, which does not 
seem too difficult a target. The other requirements are 
either standard or could be met by the choice of suitable 
equipment. In any case, Leyland’s engineers consider that 
the Tempo 100 requirements are somewhat illogical. 

One might be tempted to dismiss this reaction as ‘‘sour 
grapes’’ but I have to agree that to require 15bhp/ton to 
allow a vehicle to run at the very modest speed of 100kph 
(62 mph) seems a bit nonsensical. After all, plenty of 
British coaches with well under such a power/weight ratio 
operate up and down our motorways at 70mph every day. 
One cannot help but suspect that the Tempo 100 regula- 
tions are at least in part related to the pro-rail policies of 
European countries. 

In terms of general performance charcteristics, the Tiger 
clearly inherits some of the Leopard’s features. The 


Tiger tail. The rear axle, showing the widely spaced air bellows and 
dampers mounted on forged steel beams with parabolic steel leaf 
spring above for location. 
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THE LEADING U.K. 
DISTRIBUTOR 
FOR LEYLAND COACH CHASSIS 
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John Taylor 


Pneumocyclic gearbox will no doubt continue to appeal to 
larger operators in particular for its reliability and durability, 
and to drivers for its ease of use. It is available in both wide 
and close-ratio forms, the former being the more familiar 
to coach operators, offering as it does almost the same 
spread of ratios as the alternative ZF 6-speed synchromesh 
unit. Inevitably, the ratio spread does leave wider gaps 
with five speeds than six and, in particular, the jump from 
the 1.59 to 1 fourth (representing a maximum of 47.6mph 
with the 3.31 to 1 rear axle) to direct fifth is a noticeable 
handicap for a well-laden Leopard. The Tiger’s extra tor- 
que may well reduce this effect, but the synchromesh ver- 
sion with three relatively close ratios at the top of the 
speed range looks like being something of an enthusiast 
driver’s vehicle, provided the gearchange action is good. 
Leyland claim that fuel economy is good and it may well 
be that a well-designed turbocharged version of what, 
after all, is an uprated version of the well-respected 680 
engine will prove efficient as a coach power unit. Certainly, 
turbocharging makes more sense for such applications 
than on a bus, where the continually varying engine speed 
never allows the turbocharger to catch up with the latest 
situation in the engine itself (though one wonders whether 
modern electronics might provide an answer even to that 
problem one of these days). Certainly the Tiger’s extra 
power could save fuel, if drivers can curb the temptation to 
use it simply to go faster. Fewer downchanges and less 
running at maximum engine revs could give good cross- 
country results. It will also be interesting to see how the in- 
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From the 
Tiger Family Album 


John Taylor 


Top /eft: An early Tiger bus operated by J. Fiswick and Sons of 
Leyland on local stage services in the early ‘30s. Be/ow /eft: Popular 
prewar chassis. A Maidstone & District TS with Harrington 32-seat 
body, pictured at Victoria Station in 1950. Above: Mainstay of many 
a fleet in the early postwar years were the PS1 and 2 Tigers. This 
Harrington-bodied example, seen in 1949 in London, was with the 
Hants & Sussex fleet. Be/ow: Bournemouth Corporation treated its 
passengers well, using this PD2 with Burlingham bodywork on 
town services and circular tours in the early ‘50s. 


ternal noise level compares with the Leopard, which has 
tended to be disappointing in this respect ever since the 
original 600 engine was replaced by its more power- 
ful—but harsher—680 offspring. Turbocharging is general- 
ly reckoned to help, particularly where applied to an engine 
which is man enough for the job even in unblown form, as 
in this case. 


Promise of better ride comfort 


Air suspension is by no means a new feature so far as 
Leyland PSV production is concerned, with nine years of 
Leyland National manufacture alone. Yet there had been 
serious doubt, only about four years ago, whether the type 
of operator who bought Leopards would want to make the 
change from leaf springs. It was the operational success of 
the National’s system which provided the basis for the 
decision to standardise on air for the Tiger, for although 
the National had its share of troubles over the years, the 
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Shortly the new Leyland 
Tiger will be penned up 
at Arlington's branches. 
This sleek powerful 
machine will be available 
with a variety of excellent coachwork and-— 
exclusively from Arlington — delivery dates that, dare we say it, 
are the cat's whiskers. 
To really get to grips with the Tiger you will have to see it 
at close quarters. Ring us and we'll arrange for one of our 
Leyland experts to visit you. 


AM ARLINGTON 
ES COACHES The distributor for Tiger 


Potters Bar (0707) 52229 Bristol (0272) 772671 Sudbury (0787) 72301 


wah, 
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suspension consistently proved trouble-free and cheaper 
to maintain than conventional leaf springs. 

Leyland and Dunlop engineers began investigating the 
specific requirements of an air suspension system suitable 
for a high-speed vehicle, where stability and good handling 
characteristics were as important as the better standard of 
ride essential for a coach suitable for the competitive stan- 
dards of the eighties. Evolution of such a system for DAB, 
Leyland’s subsidiary in Denmark, provided the basis for 
the B43’s suspension and, indeed, hundreds of sets are in 
use in various European countries, having built up a 
reputation for good standards of comfort without the ex- 
cessive softness which can produce nausea for some 
passengers. 

The system uses four rolling lobe bellows attached to 
each axle by forged steel beams and using single parabolic 
leaves for location. The rear axle bellows are widely spaced 
while at the front additional roll stiffness is given by an 
anti-roll bar. Dunlop levelling and isolator valves control 
the ride height and response to roll and axle wind-up dur- 
ing braking. The prototype Tiger with the fully-equipped 
Plaxton body illustrated has been successfully tilt-tested, 
laden in the usual way, to 40 degrees—five degrees 
beyond the legal requirement. 


Braking and safety features 


The brake system meets EEC requirements in regard to 
the air-pressure circuits, and provision is made for installa- 
tion of a Telma retarder at the rear of the gearbox, so there 
is no problem about meeting the Tempo 100 braking re- 


Specification 


quirements. The gearbox-mounted retarder is considered 
preferable from the viewpoints of the weight and heat- 
input not being imposed on the axle. Both the alternative 
Rockwell Maudslay and the Eaton rear axles are approved 
for retarder operation. 

A feature of the Tiger common to other new Leyland 
models introduced over the last year is the introduction of 
spigot-mounted road wheels. Location of the wheels is by 
the large centre hole, but Leyland’s contribution to this 
system is the interrupted spigot, allowing a bar to be in- 
serted should the wheel become seized after long un- 
disturbed use. Left-and right-hand wheel nuts are retained, 
but captive washers help to avoid the damage to wheels 
which has become more prevalent with conventional 
wheels using countersunk hole location in recent 
years—the main justification for the change. 

Apart from the improved appearance and driver com- 
fort—itself a safety feature—of the new driving position, it 
incorporates minor controls or switches arranged in a fre- 
quency of use/priority order, which should help to 
eliminate the confusion so often a problem on coaches. 
The panel can be incoporated into larger bodybuilders’ 
fascia layouts. An important philosophy in the design of 
the Tiger is the minimising of disturbance to the chassis 
air-pressure or electrical systems at bodybuilders. This not 
only helps to eliminate sources of unreliability but will 
simplify the type approval procedure, in which disturbance 
could imply a need for issue of a fresh certificate. 

Versions of the Tiger in right-hand coach form are the 
TRCTLI11/2R or /3R, respectively of 11- or 12-metre 
length. 


Frame 


The all-steel frame is of bolted construction 
with channel section sidemembers and cross- 
members. All the running units and components 
have been kept below the top level of the frame. 
Additional substantial chassis outriggers can be 
attached to the ends of all structural 
crossmembers to suit bodybuilders’ re- 
quirements. On 11 x 22.5 tyres the top of the 
frame to ground dimension at mid-wheelbase is 
890mm (35in), reducing to 840mm (33.1in) at the 
front entrance position. 


Engine 

The TL11H engine was developed specifically 
for Tiger from that fitted to the Leyland heavy 
truck models. It is a 6-cylinder in-line direct- 
injection turbocharged unit mounted horizontally 
amidships. Output figures are: Power-162kW 
(218bhp) @ 2100 rpm; Torque-884Nm (650Ibf ft) 
@ 1300 rpm. For Tiger, the TL11H has 
undergone a programme of refinements to im- 
prove both thermodynamic and mechanical per- 
formance—the former being assisted by the im- 
proved water circulation provided by changes in 
the design to the cylinder block and the fitting of 
a new design of water pump. The engine has dry 
sump lubrication with twin oil pumps and as with 
the Leopard, there are no belt drives on the 
engine. The auxiliary drive gearbox handles the 
alternator only: the power steering hydraulic 
pump is mounted directly into the engine. 


Cooling System 


Tiger is fitted with a 4800sq cm (744sq in) 
4-row radiator mounted at the extreme front of 
the vehicle. This, coupled with the use of a ther- 
mostatically controlled fan, reduces fan noise 
and further reduces parasitic losses, Kysor 
radiator shutters are available as a production 
option to speed warm-up times. The cooling 
system is designed to operate in an ambient 
band of 36°C-«to -20°C. A larger radiator for 
Operation in ambients of up to 46°C is also 
available. 
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Transmission 


Leyland 5-speed pneumocyclic gearbox or ZF 
6-speed synchromesh gearbox. The 
pneumocyclic is offered in either wide or close 
ratio form with the choice of semi-automatic or 
fully-automatic control using the LVS 45 (semi- 
automatic) or the LVA 45 (fully automatic) solid 
state control systems. In all cases the gearbox is 
close coupled to the engine. The pneumocyclic 
gearbox drives the rear axle via a 485mm (19in) 
diameter fully charged fluid coupling whereas 
manual gearbox models take the Dana-Spicer 
356mm (14in) twin dry-plate clutch. 


Gear Ratios 


Pneumocyclic transmission ZF S6.80 


Wide ratio Close ratio 

F.25 5.204 7.41 

4.28 3.226 4.27 

2.43 2.123 2.75 

1.59 1.502 1.84 

1.00 1.00 1.24 

1.00 

Rev 5.97 3273) 6.96 


New for Leyland PSVs is the provision for fitting 
a Telma retarder, mounted at the rear of the 
gearbox. 


Rear axle 


Rockwell-Maudslay R400 or Eaton 19128 spiral 
bevel, single reduction. Both axles have an 
11-tonne capacity and choice of axle is depen- 
dent on operating condition and ratio required. 
Ratios: 

Rockwell Maudslay —3.31, 3.70, 4.11, 4.56, 5.14. 
Eaton 19128—3.38, 3.70, 4.11, 4.56, 4.88, 5.43. 


Front Axle 


Conventional | beam construction, capacity 
6.3 tonnes. 


Suspension 


Full air suspension with each axle supported on 
four rolling lobe bellows mounted on two forged 
steel beams and each axle is located by Weweller 
ended 100mm wide parabolic steel leaves. 
Hydraulic dampers are fitted alongside each air 
spring. For optimum ride and high roll stiffness, 
the rear air bellows and dampers are widely spac- 
ed, the front axle suspension being further stif- 
fened by the use of a forward mounted anti-roll 
bar. Both front and rear suspension beam and 
link assemblies are identical with 254mm (10in) 
air bags being used at the front and 305mm 
(12in) bags at the rear. Ride height, roll stability 
and axle wind up is controlled by levelling and 
isolator valves. 


Braking 


Leyland has also uprated the ‘S’ cam and roller 
brake system for Tiger. Full EEC dual air system, 
the front brake lining width is increased by 20% 
to 152mm (6in). 


Brake Dimension 


Front—394mm (15.5in) x 152mm (6in) x 19mm 

(0.75in). 

Rear—394 (15.5in) x 203mm (8in) x 19mm 

(0.75in). 

Total frictional area: 4878sq. cm (756sq. in) 
Automatic slack adjusters are fitted to each 

wheel. 


Steering 


Marles cam and roller with power assistance 
via a Hydrosteer ram. 


Electrical 


Tiger has a side 24volt electrical junction box 
accessible from outside the vehilce. In addition 
all engine bay interface connections are contain- 
ed in a junction box adjacent to the engine. The 
main cut-off switch is also housed in the same 
box. 
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complements the 
new Leyland Tiger 


Now available as an integral unit on the gearbox. 
Takes care of 804 of the normal breaking requirement on a vehicle. 
Reduces maintenance costs by extending brake life. 


Ask your Leyland distributor for details. 
Gearbox options on ZF S680 and LEYLAND PNEUMOCYCLIC 


3) 


TELMA 


Electric Retarder 


Telma RetarderLtd,,8 Sheet Street Windsor, Berks.SL4 1BG Tel: Windsor 51347 Telex:848957 
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Above: Leyland Bus Managing Director Ken Maciver 
introduces the Tiger. Note the revised Leyland motif 
that has come in with it. Right: Three complete Tigers 
were avialable for demonstration driving on a course 
around Tangier, to which the party was taken for the 
purpose. 


TOP CAT on 


Leyland launched Tiger in 
Gibraltar and John Taylor was there 
to picture the scene 


Above: David Burnicle, Engineering Director, 
takes the salient features of the new chassis 
point by point. Aight: Operators then busied 
themselves having a good look and discuss- 
ing the changes compared with Leopard. 


Ready for home. The excellent Leyland band was present and 
played the party to the aircraft for the return flight. ticulated bus for British Airways was on hand to take the party to 
the terminal. 
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COMMON SENSE 


Thomas Paine 


The Flat Season Opens 
—and the going is rough! 


LAT FARE FEVER has suddenly reached this green 

and pleasant land—even before April’s here! No 

sooner had West Midlands announced a nine-week 
Lenten-like giving up of normal fares every Monday in 
favour of a flat 10p, than London Transport announced it 
would in April introduce a suburban flat fare within a fair- 
ly massive ‘‘mint with the hole’’ round the centre of Lon- 
don. 

Birmingham’s initiative was hailed by the busman’s 
Union as an election ploy. For a moment I thought the 
T&GWU would face both ways by not collecting this 
reduced fare in the Midlands and striking for weeks and 
refusing to gather higher fares in Bristol. But no, they went 
back to work in one and collected both. 

In case more uncharitable readers thought that since 
there are also soon to be elections in the nation’s capital 
the flat fare euphoria was also vote orientated, I assure you 
the idea seems to stem from LT’s management. Mind you, 
just to prove that politicians south of Watford are not 
backward at coming forward, they quickly floated the idea 
of a 20p zone fare experiment for the whole of the 
metropolis: 

Basically, one suspects people like the flat fare because 
of its simplicity. Writing in LT’s staff newspaper, manage- 
ment promise if the experiment goes well it could result in 
‘further simplification’ of the scales as a possible zonal 
system. Claims the same source: ‘“‘the new flat fare can 
generate more traffic at no material loss and must be good 
for the bus business’’. Will it, and can it? 

First—simplification—even without to-day’s galloping 
inflation fare scales are very ephemeral things. Sooner 
rather than later there has to be an increase, and what was 
a neat, logical and easily understood fare programme 
becomes overnight a shambles, misunderstood by 
passengers and crews, requiring all sorts of ticket machine 
contortions to be endured until the next uplift restores the 
scene to peace and quiet. 

There are still those among us who remember fondly the 
familiar urban scale of the ’thirties of 1d, 2d, 3d etc, a 
scale of charges which scored on umpteen fronts: simplici- 
ty, value for money, longevity, revenue earning capability 
and, above all, not being out of step with the general prices 
of small consumer items at the time. I am sure we were not 
afflicted with RPI, RPM and the like in those days, or, if 
we were, they meant something intelligible. 

Transport histories show that these fare ranges were, the 
result of a general simplification in the interwar years 
following, as I recall, a pattern of public transport fares in 
the ’twenties which were surprisingly high in some areas. 
Greater efficiency reduced costs, and the benefits were 
passed on the joyful citizenry. 

After the war fares began to react to several influences. 
There was a mass exodus from city centres to new 
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perimeter housing estates; the tram clanked its way into 
oblivion giving way to further-reaching buses, and the tide 
of inflation started its lazy upward spiral. 

The tapered fare scale has always been held up as a 
British tradition. Certainly it is as much part of our social 
history as the prefab. One can point with pride to the thick 
network of services in Britain which surprise, surprise is 
generally able to pay its way—thanks in no small measure 
to this quaint method of charging more for increasing 
quantities of the product purchased. 

In America, for long the bastion of the flat fare concept, 
we saw instead the virtual extinction of public transport, 
and a current inability to balance its books without 
massive outside support. Journey on the Continent, out- 
side urban areas, and the bus is seldom seen. Flat fares in 
cities abroad for bus, tram or metro are fine, but never let 
us forget they stem from a conscious political decision to 
inject massive grant aid. Of course there are economies. 
The difference between the flat-fare fully-automated Paris 
Metro and London’s Underground as far as manning 
levels are concerned is clear to any age. 

Many operators thought a decade ago that decimalisa- 
tion with its coarser coin system would speed the move to 
flat fares. It did not happen, perhaps because inflation fin- 
ed down the steps in the coinage in real terms. I did not 
hear anyone then calling for a £1 coin to improve 
automatic ticket machine operation on the Underground. 
Plus ca change—or that Cockney equivalent thereof! 

Just before everyone got the point, you may recall, 
Sunderland pioneered the flat fare system with a pay-in- 
advance token refinement. The powers that were at the 
time ignored the old flat fare chestnut that the fare had to 
be unacceptably near the top end of the customary scale if 
the undertaking’s revenues were not to lie buried in the in- 
nards of the automatic machines. Possibly aggravated with 
a discount token purchase bonus the Sunderland scheme 
was far from successful. Soon it was modified into a zone 
system, which is neither one thing nor another. Eventually 
it vanished, having contributed to unacceptable losses. 
Zonal systems, common in Europe with shallow steps plus 
subsidy, might make a comeback in London as a com- 
promise solution. 

In the last five years or so there has been a noteworthy 
move almost countrywide towards flat fares. But—and it is 
a big but—they appear to have been almost exclusively 
concerned with marketing. Most of them cover off-peak 
travel for specific purposes—expanded small town ser- 
vices, rural shoppers’ buses, day return fare, go anywhere 
in a shopping area ticket pitched at 10p. Sometimes it 
emerges as a bit of a hybrid with part of a route being 
tapered and part flat fare. Another cousin is a low max- 
imum fare giving longer distance travellers the bonus of 
virtually a single rate, yet allowing the advantage of a 
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“The DAF MB200 


is powerful 


economical, easy 
to drive and 
comfortable into 
the bargain’ 


DAF Bus 

Marlow 

Bucks. SL7 1LW 

Tel: Marlow (06284) 6955 
Telex: 848489 


The MB 200DKTL chassis is powered 
by the DAF DKTL 11.6 litre, horizontal, 

six cylinder, turbocharged diesel engine 
producing 251 bhp and 711Ibf. ft. torque 
(B.S.Au 141a installed rating). The engine is 
coupled to the ZFS6-80 synchromesh 
gearbox with GV80 two speed splitter. 


sliding scale to the short distance customer. ‘‘Is there 
nothing new?”’ says the veteran of the ’thirties? 

None of these really challenge the Great British Indepen- 

dent Fare scale. It is almost as though the busman’s mind 
says we must give impetus to this marketing effort by of- 
fering a fare that looks different from the more customary 
brand under which our passengers reel. Sometimes it is an 
underwriting local authority who demands the flat 
fare—they naturally think they can market bus travel bet- 
ter than the professionals. A flat charge fits in well with a 
locally-identified, easily comprehended travel package 
they wish to promote. 
Now revenue earning capability—reduced fare is one 
thing...and certain large operators have been spending a 
lot of brain power of late proving that in general reduced 
fares improve custom but depress revenue. Has a flat fare 
some quality akin to the philosopher‘s stone? 
Steady—West Midlands budgets for a £600,000, loss in 
nine days—is this progress? 

Well, London claims there will be no material loss, and 
of all operators they have most experience of the method. 
For over a decade the city centre Red Arrow buses have 
had a single value charge—was it really sixpence about 12 
years ago? 20p today! 

The same operator also had experience of a flat fare city 
centre shoppers’ ticket, which failed dismally after only a 
summer perhaps because an excessive flat rate of 30p was 
levied. 

Indeed, I question if London Transport is throwing in its 
lot with the flat fare advocates for reasons nothing to do 
with revenue. 

In its 1978 report much play was made about the Har- 
row and Havering experiments in prepurchased tickets 
which had disappointed because they did not speed up 
boarding times. At that point, and on that evidence LT 
made a policy decision binding over the whole network 
which sent them counter to the bus stream the world over 
and against one-man-operation. 

‘Suddenly two years later, after only a few short months 
of flat fares in those same test areas, loading times are im- 
proved, and mirabile dictu’ omo is again on the cards for 
the metropolis. 


Not typical 


LT’s management have a few misgivings. It is admitted 
that these districts are not typical of other areas in Lon- 
‘don, but increased custom and an easier life for passenger 
and staff swung the balance. One spokesman admits that 
there will be a swings and roundabout situation, some 
journeys costing more, some less. Chairman Sir Peter 
Masefield, appearing before the Select Committee of MPs, 
expounded the 10-3, 3-10 theory. Increase fares by 10% 
and lose 3% of the passengers; reduce them by 10% and 
increase again by only three. 

The GLC would have more...‘‘Flat fares is a major step 
forward and a new deal for passengers. It should result in a 
better bus service for all, a cheaper one for many, and the 
foundation for an economic service for the rest of the 
decade’’, trumpeted the Leader of the Council’s Planning 
and Communication Policy Committee. 

This was rather different from the evidence given by Sir 
Peter that if the flat fare were to be profitable throughout 
London, it would have to be pitched at 80p. Indeed LT’s 
management forecast a loss of £1.7m on the idea—not a 
very material loss, you must agree! Nor is a forecast of 9m 
fewer customers! ; 
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I forsee problems about cross-boundary fares even with 
overlap, a complication and an annoyance which will kill 
any simplicity advantage. Still, looking at 1979 statistics in 
the LT Report—66% of the passengers travelled less than 
two miles, and the average fare was only 13p. It is all very 
well talking about swings and roundabouts, but most peo- 
ple using buses for work are condemned to one or the other 
forever. 

Throughout the rest of the industry in Britain experi- 
ment after experiment has had to be scrapped because cut 
price fares did not generate enough revenue. So we found 
fares inelastic. 

What we did not know, and it has come as a pleasant 
surprise, was that longer distance fares followed a dif- 
ferent rule. Cut price travel on the express network had 
produced traffic—and, I think, revenue—that the pundits 
never knew existed. No I can’t say ‘‘come back Norman 
Fowler all is forgiven’’...he is as surprised as the rest of 
them. 

Without up-to-date figures, and I stress we are working 
from 1979 statistics, it is wrong to be too dogmatic. But I 
fear that LT’s plans will have the effect of killing off the 
lucrative, high turnover short distance traffic that is the 
life blood of every operator. On the other hand it is doubt- 
ful if it will materially increase demand for the longer 
journey people who are getting the advantage of a tapering 
scale anyway. Indeed the very idea of a single fare brings 
out in a cold sweat people who believe it is the short 
distance or walking traffic which the bus industry should 
be cultivating. 

It-is by no means clear to me why bus economics should 
follow different laws from those governing other things we 
buy. Charging for things like letters steadily veers away 
from a flat scale. Gramme for gramme, mode by mode it is 
different. Indeed, the Post Office seems steadily to develop 
faster and faster alternative and more expensive methods 
of transmitting postal items. In British Telecom, too the 
humble telephone call varies in price according to three 
factors—timescale, distance, and time of day. They may 
threaten to paint their telephone boxes yellow like London 
Transport bus doors, but no publicity upstart has asked us 
to think of this telephone box as a bus. 

If it is the clean cut simplicity of a universal fare which 
attracts, again the retail trade seems to have different 
goals. Back in the pre-decimal era the x/11%d had a 
magnetic appeal denied to the more mundane ticket 
reading (x.+ 1)/-. Today look at the very substantial price 
tickets which offer £Y.99p. 

But, having got your flat fare, at some time or other an 
increase will be inevitable. Against strong public opinion 
an increase must be a pretty hefty one. Might the £1 coin 
be more universally applied than we now think? Current 
American experience, I read, means much higher fares 
than the familiar and once almost universal 25c (about 12p 
in our money, I estimate). Efforts to keep the charges 
down include higher subsidy or court injunctions. Both 
these strategems in California failed to prevent an increase 
from 55c to 65c...with another coming. Although local 
sales taxes means some American operators get high sub- 
sidy it is now not unusual to get a fare jump of 25c to 50c 
in one go in a country which has just broken the $1.00 a 
gallon petrol price barrier. 

Is this the road we should follow? Or should we swim 
with the stream where most commodities show a flexibility 
of pricing that shows variation shop to shop for identical 
products depending on the part of the country one lives in? 
My memory is we used to term that system ‘what the traf- 
fic will bear’! : 
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“The DAF MB200 

is acompetitive 

alternative tothe 

Leyland Leopard, 
Volvo B58, 

& BIOM” 
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DAF Bus 

Marlow 

Bucks. SL7 1LW 

Tel: Marlow (06284) 6955 
Telex: 848489 


The MB 200DKTL chassis is powered 
by the DAF DKTL 11.6 litre, horizontal, 

six cylinder, turbocharged diesel engine 
producing 251 bhp and 711 Ibf. ft. torque 
(B.S.Au 141 a installed rating). The engine is 
coupled to the ZFS6-80 synchromesh 
gearbox with GV80 two speed splitter. 


Brief test 


The Exeter Maritime Museum makes an ap- 
propriate setting for the locally-built Devon 
Conversions 19-seater on the Mercedes-Benz 
508D van. The standard factory finish is in 
white with black vinyl trim around the win- 
dows. 


Ideal for the 
smaller party, 

the Mercedes-Benz 
508D is pleasant 

to drive in most 
respects, while the 
Devon 19-seat body 
is an attractive 
conversion 


by John Taylor 


Nimble, economical-and smart with it 


in the coach market is the difference between the 

perceived and the actual market. Manufacturers 
and their researchers will glibly do their sums and produce 
figures showing that model ‘x’ has a potential of so many 
units a year, yet in the fullness of time, the net sales situa- 
tion can be far short of the sum. Or greater. 

The 19/20-seat coach is a point in question. Why buy a 
conversion of a van for such work when you can press the 
9-metre 35-seater into use, or something else that happens 
to be handy? Again, in these parlous times, why spend 
around £18,000 on the conversion when you can pick up a 
secondhand ’79 Ford A Moseley Faro III 25-seater or even 
a’77 Bedford YLQ Plaxton 45-seater for less? 

Yet quite a few operators around the country are finding 
the outlay on these conversions on the Mercedes-Benz 
508D a worthwhile investment. Enough, in fact, to war- 
rant coachwork specialists such as Devon Conversions, 
Robin Hood, Deansgate and Reeve Burgess laying down 
production facilities. Some of the operators have fleets of 


QO’ of the conundrums with certain types of vehicle 


ee ik ee 


The luggage boot has a capacity of 30 cu. ft. and is probably ade- 
quate for most needs on a vehicle of this kind. Note the interior 
light, also the rear window emergency exit. 
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full-size coaches while others are moving up from Ford 
Transit minicoach-style operation. 

In the former category is Nadder Valley Coaches of 
Tisbury near Salisbury and last month I was able to ride 
and drive their Devon 19-seater on a varied and winding 
route from Bagshot in Surrey to the Aylesbury district of 
Buckinghamshire and back. Nadder’s proprietor, Ted 
Coombes, is well pleased with his new ‘‘baby’’, having 
taken delivery at the beginning of last December. He finds 
it is kept busy daily on jobs ranging from local school con- 
tracts to darts club and football outings. 

His comments are enthusiastic: ‘‘It’s a coach you can 
really feel proud to turn up with—everyone remarks how 
nice it is. The coach is an ideal size for most requirements 
and we really feel that it is a vehicle we can be proud of. 
We are absolutely delighted—it is very comfortable, the 
finish is excellent, the engine has more than enough power 
and we have been getting just over 20mpg’’. Quite a build- 
up, and certainly the vehicle did not look as if it had 
already had over three months’ work to its credit. 


ABRIDGED SPECIFICATION 
Dimensions 

Length— 22ft 10in; Wheelbase— 13ft 5.4in; Width—6ft 11in; Height— 9ft 111n; 
Turning circle (walls)— 47ft 3in; Unladen weight— 3747kg (3.69 ton); Vehicle 
plated weights — front: 2100kg (2.07 ton), rear: 3300kg (3.25 ton), total: 5000kg 
(4.92 ton). Fuel capacity— 17.6 galls. 

Engine 

Mercedes-Benz OM314 4-cyl. diesel. Bore/stroke: 97/128mm. Cubic capacity: 
3782cc. Output: 63kW (85bhp) at 2800rpm. Torque: 235 Nm (174 lb. ft) at 
1800rpm. Transmission: 5-speed synchromesh gearbox. Ratios- 1st: 6.71, 2nd: 
3.88; 3rd: 2.32. 4th: 1.42, 5th: 1.00, reverse: 6.55. Single dry plate clutch 
Electrical 

12v lighting, 24v starting. 2 x 66Ah batteries. 

Brakes 

Dual circuit hydraulic drum with vacuum booster. Lining area: front— 665 sq. cm 
(103 sq. in), rear— 665 sq. cm. (103 sq. in.). 

Chassis 

Ladder-type steel frame, tubular crossmembers and channel section side- 
members. 

Suspension 

Front—semr-elliptic leaf springs, shock absorbers, anti-roll bar. Rear— Two 
stage semr-elliptics, shock absorbers. 

Chassis concessionaires 

Mercedes-Benz (United Kingdom) Ltd, Millington Road, Hayes, Middx. UB3 
4DS. : 

Bodywork 

Devon Conversions Ltd, Alexandria Works, Sidmouth, Devon EX10 SHA. 
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Making a luxury coach out of a panel van 
is something akin to turning the fabled 
sow’s ear into a silk purse, but it is to the 
credit of both Mercedes-Benz and their 
conversion companies that most versions 
look much more coachbuilt than converted. 

The chassis is powered by the OM 314 
3.8-litre diesel engine, driving through a 
5-speed manual gearbox to the rear wheels. 
The layout is quite conventional, with leaf 
springs and telescopic shock absorbers all 
round, hydraulic drum brakes with servo 
assistance, 12-volt electrics, and 650X16 
10-ply tyres. Dimensions are 22ft 10in long, 
6ft 11in wide and 9ft 11in high. Turning cir- 
cle is 47.25ft and the kerb weight is 8,210 
Ibs, to which is added the conversion 
weight of 1,594 Ibs. 

The Devon Conversions adaptation, car- 
riled out at their Exeter works, has a front- 
hinged passenger door behind the front ax- 
le; with an emergency door on the offside 
behind the driver, who also has his own 
door, Side windows are two long and one 
short on each side with fixed, tinted glaz- 
ing, ventilation being supplemented by two 
opening rooflights. The rear window lifts 
up to double as a further emergency exit. 
Seating is forward facing two-and-one 
with offset gangway and four across the 
back. Heating is by means of a KL recir- 
culatory unit and interior lighting consists 
of three centre mounted fluorescent units 
with driver operated dimmer. In addition, 
the stepwell has a recessed light as does 
the rear luggage locker which is fully trimm- 
ed and has a capacity of 30 cu. ft. Hand 
baggage is catered for by full length parcel 
racks. 

The exterior finish is in white with black 
vinyl window surrounds, while there is a 
choice of three striped moquette colours, 
plus curtains and exterior marker lights if 
desired. 

The whole conversion exudes a practical, 
yet very pleasant air. The Nadder Valley 
coach had its white finish relieved by a full 
length stripe in a rich pink with the mat- 
ching fleetname applied by the adhesive 
plastic sheet method. The seating was trim- 
med in Firth’s moquette and the full size 
seats were manufactured by Transport 
Seating of Birmingham. The flooring is 
covered in Treadmaster and the grab 
handles, stanchions and guard rails are in 
polished stainless steel. 

So there it is, a fully equipped coach, 
tilted and complying to PSV regulations for 
£18,864 plus VAT. 

And how is it in actual use? My day was 
spent in the company of a dozen colleagues 
and representatives of Mercedes Benz 
(United Kingdom) and Devon Conversions, 
making a reasonable load. As | have already 
mentioned, the coach had seen three mon- 
ths’ actual service and, quite apart from its 
immaculate condition, there was no sign of 
a creak or rattle in the body, thus fulfilling 
the hopes expressed for the design when it 
was first seen at last October's Motor Show 
at the NEC. 

Initial acquaintance from the passengers’ 
viewpoint is encouraging. The entrance is 
easy with three shallow steps and although 
the top one is very shallow and gives on to 
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a rearward sloping floor, this is more seen 
than felt. The interior is inviting and the 
seats have all the comfort and support of 
those in a full size coach. 

On taking over the controls | was im- 
mediately impressed by the comfortable 
seating position. The driving seat has fore 
and aft movement and is also adjustable for 
height at the front and rear of the cushion, 
as well as for rake of the squab. The pull up 
handbrake is by the left hand on the floor 
adjacent to the gear lever. Instrumentation 
is clearly seen through the two-spoke steer- 
ing wheel and subsidiary controls are on the 
steering column stalks as on the Mercedes 
cars (the estate car is built alongside the 
vans in their Bremen factory) and the 
fascia. Heater controls are centrally 
mounted and work effectively. Another 
useful car-style touch is the fascia end- 
mounted eyeball-type fresh air inlets. 

The large one-piece windscreen gives a 
good forward view, though the main pillars 
are thick enough to create a blind spot on 
either side. Side and rear vision is easy 
enough thanks to the large exterior mirrors 
and the standard interior mirror. 


Above: A bright and attractive 19-seater with 
full-size coach seating, parcel racks and twin 
opening roof panels. Left: The low step 


-passenger entrance gives ease of access. 


Flooring is in Treadmaster. 


Driving is as easy as on a modern car. 
The controls are pleasantly light and the 
gearchange was notably smooth, though | 
double-declutch as a matter of habit and 
this is obviously worthwhile. Steering is 
responsive and the vehicle manoeuvres 
with surprising agility on winding country 
lanes and in congested urban high streets. 

My one real criticism from the 
driver's, and operator's, point of view Is the 
gearing. With the five speed box, one starts 
in second as a matter of course, first being 
apparently for climbing houses. | was talk- 
ing to an operator of one of these vehicles 
(with a Reebur body) and his reaction was 
the same as mine and that of Alan 
Townsin, our regular road tester, who was 
with me on the drive. If the gears were 
more evenly spaced and the final drive was 
higher, the road performance would be so 
much better. As it is, the coach drives well 
enough but ts limited on top speed. There is 
another shortcoming where the Devon is 
concerned and this may affect some 
coachwork conversions more than others. 
While the noise level in the ‘body of the 
kirk’ is acceptably low, in the driving area it 
is too high for relaxed driving over a long 
distance. Bernard Winsor of Devon tells me 
that the problem lies with the engine cowl- 
ing. Insulate it they can, but the result 
leaves too little clearance to comply with 
PSV regulations. However, all is not lost, 
for Mercedes are coming up with a 
redesigned engine cowl that will overcome 
this problem. 

One particularly good point that struck me 
is the ride. This is notably good by any stan- 
dards and particularly so for a passenger 
adaptation of a goods vehicle in which the 
suspension is the standard leaf springing 
without any alteration. 

To sum up, a good conversion on a 
workmanlike base vehicle. There is nothing 
particularly remarkable in the 508D—but it 
does its job very well. Why can’t a British 
manufacturer produce a similar vehicle 
from stock components to cater for this 
market? 
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The REEBUR Range 


A wide range of P.S.V. bodywork and conversions 
to seat from 12 to 28 passengers based on chassis 
and vans from most leading vehicle manufacturers. 


REEVE \._ REEVE BURGESS LTD a, 
PILSLEY, CHESTERFIELD, DERBYSHIRE, S45 8HF. a) \VBRA 
BU RGESS TEL: 0773872292 TELEX: 377266 REEBUR G ve WN 
a SAA ETE OE LP IEG LE I TE 
A Member of the T.H. Burgess Group of Companies 
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existing units, but obviously their sights 
must be set at present on higher priorities. 

Moving to the top end of the market (just 
where is the top end? 35-seat or 29?) we 
have the attractive Reebur coach based on 
the MAN-VW 8.136, making an attractive 
complement to the full-size MAN SR280. 
Moseley (PSV) still produce their Faro III 
25-seater. This finds a steady demand and 
is based on the Ford A0609 chassis. Duple 
and Plaxton both body the Bedford VAS as 
a 29-seater and the 9-metre shortened Ford 
and Bedford chassis as 35-seaters, though 
these are essentially closer to full-size 
coaches. 

Looking in more detail at individual 
manufacturers, we find plenty of interest. 

One of the longest-established builders in 
the mini-midi field is the Williams Motor 
Company, better known as Deansgate of 
Manchester. Their high-top 12 passenger 
PSV on the Austin Morris Sherpa 250 
Crewbus is now produced in improved 
form and has become popular in this 
sphere. Seats have been redesigned in 
fluted pvc to match the driver's, revised 
rooflining gives more headroom, rear doors 
are strengthened and fitted with a special 
locking handle, and external and internal 
metalwork is fully rustproofed. The com- 
pany is equally known for its 12-seaters on 
Ford Transits in bus and coach form. The 
coach has LW/FM/MW radio cassette 
player with automatic aerial, stainless steel 
wheeltrims and fluorescent-lit headboard as 
standard. 

Deansgate have found their conversions 
on the Mercedes-Benz 508D among the 
most popular and competitively priced. 
Two versions are offered—an 18/19-seat 
luxury coach and a 21-seat luxury bus. The 
coach is claimed to have the largest lug- 
gage boot of any of the 508 conversions 
(Deansgate converted the first Mercedes 
van in the UK about a dozen years ago) and 
both versions retain the twin rear doors. 
Standard equipment includes luxury mo- 


John Taylor 
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Williams Motor Company are finding, in com- 
mon with other companies, that the 
Mercedes-Benz 508D long wheelbase van 
makes a popular midicoach. This 21-seat ex- 
ample is operated by C & B Hague of 
Hoyland, Barnsley. 


quette seating, parcel racks, stereo 
radio/cassette with four speakers and elec- 
tric aerial, 6%kW heater, two Kwikvent 
rooflights, reversing light and bleeper. 

A name that has become generic where 
minibuses (and motor caravans) are con- 
cerned is Dormobile. Originally a type 
name of a conversion by Martin Walter of 
Folkestone, the company changed its name 
to Dormobile some years ago. Well 
established in the educational, social ser- 
vices and works bus fields, the company 
also produces full PSVs on Ford, Bedford 
and Sherpa bases. Transit, CF and Sherpa 
are all converted to 12-seaters, Bedfords 
and Fords also come in 16-seat form and, 
topping the present range, is the Ford A 
Series based 25-seater. 

A new development from the company is 
nearing completion and will be known as 
the Dormobile Stage. This is a range of 


20-32 seat buses on the Dodge 50 Series 
chassis. The smallest is the 20-seat D952, 
followed by the D954 26-seater and the 
D956 32-seater. A choice of petrol and 
diesel engines is available. When launched, 
these will give Dormobile a comprehensive 
range of service buses from 12 to 32 seats. 

A company that has come on rapidly in 
this field over the past decade is Robin 
Hood Vehicle Builders of Southampton. 
Formed by Bert (‘‘Robbie’’) Hood when he 
left Strachans in 1969, it has grown from a 
one-man band to a thriving company with a 
new 10,000 sq. ft. factory. The bread and 
butter line has been conversions on Ford 
Transits, popular in this country and ex- 
ported to 27 countries. In addition the 
16-seat Transit is another line and the com- 
pany will, in fact, tackle just about anything 
in coachbuilding including mobile temples, 
and racing car transporters! Their executive 
conversion of a Leyland National is 
displayed at Brighton at the British Coach 
Rally this month. 

Robin Hood's pride and joy is the Robin, 
a 19 or 21-seat conversion on the 
Mercedes-Benz 508D. Aiming to give the 
vehicle a real coach look, Robbie Hood 
comments: “If you are going to ask an 
operator £17,000 for a coach, he is not go- 
ing to buy something which looks like a 
bread van with windows, so the first thing 
we did was to give the vehicle a new line by 
moulding our own fibreglass roof shape’’. 
The Robin is finding a ready demand and 
current deliveries are bound for the Isle of 
Wight, Swinards of Ashford and Warrens 
of Ticehurst. 

The Devon Conversions adaptation of 
the 508D is described elsewhere, but the 
company is quite strong in the broad spec- 
trum of smaller PSVs. Formed 25 years ago 
at Sidmouth to build motor caravans (still a 


Seen making its debut at last year’s British 
Coach Rally is the Robin Hood version of the 
MB508D, known as the Robin. This version 
has a raised roofline and the example shown 
is working with Reevs Coaches of Faver- 
sham, Kent. 
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DHormobile 


or Public Service Vehicles 


For details of complete product ranges available on Bedford, Dodge, 
Ford and Sherpa chassis, fill in coupon below. 
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major part of its output), a move into PSVs 
came in 1977, followed by the acquisition of 
a works in Exeter. Now, the company is just 
completing the complete removal from Sid- 
mouth to Sidwell Street, Exeter, along with 
most of the workforce. The new works is 
handy for the M5 and the main line railway 
station. 

The initial intention to concentrate 
passenger vehicles purely as PSVs has 
brought about a need to cater for school, 
welfare and health authority vehicles and 
these all now form part of the range. Cur- 
rent productions comprises VW LT 12-seat 
PSV and 15/16-seat non-PSV, Mercedes 
Bremen 12-seat PSV and 14/17-seat non- 
PSV and the Mercedes Dusseldorf (508D) 
19-seat PSV coach. All non-PSV conver- 
sions can be adapted to comply with the 
Minibus Act. 

Rootes Maidstone have long been 
passenger vehicle converters of Dodge 


MOTORWAYS 


(B, FAST FRIENDLY SERVICE 


vans and chassis and are notable for the 
Dodge 1-ton Post Buses which serve rural 
areas. While that 12-seater remains in pro- 
duction, effort is currently concentrated on 
the recently introduced Dodge Series 50 
range. In PSV form these start with a 
16-seater and go on through various 
wheelbases to 23-seaters, 27 and 
31-seaters. Larger vehicles have jack-knife 
entrance doors which can be remotely 
operated by the driver. Coach seating and 
destination boxes are among the range of 
optional equipment. 


A final comment on a new development 
in the larger midibus end of the market con- 
cerns Lex Vehicle Engineering of 
Southampton. This company has a new 
midibus body for the shortened Bedford 
YMQ 152in. wheelbase chassis. An initial 
batch of nine under construction includes 
three for the National Bus Company destin- 
ed for United Counties. These buses are 
26ft 10in long and 8ft Oin wide and seat 33 
passengers. The company has been well- 
known, in particular in the export field, for 
its buses for many years and the current 
Maxeta passenger range covers buses and 
coaches of all types from 15 to 150 
passenger models. More about the latter 
next month. 
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Above: Recent contender in the traditional 
minibus PSV field is the Dormobile Courier, 
based on the Leyland Sherpa 250 van. 


Left: Though not a PSV in this application, 
the Rootes Maidstone 23-seat personnel car- 
rier on the Dodge 50 Series S56C truck 
chassis is available to full PSV specification. 
This example is used by Granada as a staff 
bus for their Toddington Service Centre on 
the M1. Fitted with a Perkins 6.247 diesel 
engine and 5-speed Turner gearbox, it costs 
under £18,000 in this form. 


Below: An artist's impression of the new 
midibus being built by Lex Vehicle Engineer- 
ing on the Bedford YMQ 152in wheelbase 
chassis. 


See the latest mini-and midicoaches competing and 
in the display area at the 


British Coach Rally 


Brighton, Saturday, April 25, and Sunday, April 26 


Sponsored by COACHING JOURNAL 
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It offers all the advantages of a mid-engine design, 
perior road ets for added safety, reliability, flexibility 
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There is a choice of turbo- -charged engines and ge 


boxes, plus an exclusive air suspension system. 


Proof of the advanced thinking built into the bul A. 


nee 100 specification. 


So, with the B10M added to the B58, Volvo row oe 


decker buses to meet all UK WO 
and International cperenOna aga 


requirements. 


ROBIN HOOD VEHICLE BUILDERS LTD 


THE "ROBIN 


The ‘Robin’ is just one of the large range of high 

quality 16, 18 and 20 seater P.S.V’s and custom 
t built coaches offered by Robin Hood Coach Builders 
Limited. This very impressive, well built conversion 
has all the major extras included in the price but 
still costs less than the basic unit offered by other 
; Companies. 
The ‘Robin’ is based on a Mercedes L508D and 

is powered by an economical four cylinder diesel 
engine. 


For prices and quotes contact: 

Mr. B.H.J. Hood or Mr. D. Griffiths, 

Robin Hood Vehicle Builders Limited, 

16, Botley Road, Park Gate, Southampton. 
Tel. (04895) 2935 & 83280. 


A 


MINI & MIDI RANGE P.S.V's 


DODGE PB 12-seat P.S.V. with petrol DODGE 50 Series P.S.V. (23 seats). Other models available for 16, 27 and 

or diesel engine. Production options in- 31 seats. 

clude two roof styles, fare stage Wide choice of Production options, including petrol or diesel engines, 4 or 

modifications, special livery painting 5 speed gearbox, power-operated entrance door, high-backed coach type 

and various electrical accessories. seats, parcel racks, and modifications for stage carriage operation. 
, . 


San 


DODGE 100 Series SCHOOL BUS. Two capacities availaule for 34 or 42 
seats. 

Production options include power operated entrance door ard various 
electrical accessories. 


For your particular requirements contact your Dodge dealer or Dod Pe } : 
ROOTES MAIDSTONE LIMITED ate ‘~? 


Mill Street ° Maidstone ‘ Kent ME15 6YD ° Telephone 53333 ° Telex 96230 
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EXTRACT MISSING 


Maidstone takes 
first municipal 
Vanguard's 


Wadham Stringer busy 
building for NBC, 


Independents, Ministry of 


Defence and local authorities 


THE FIRST Wadham Stringer Vanguard 
bus bodies for a municipality have been 
delivered to Maidstone Borough Council. 
Built on Bedford YMT chassis, there are 
five of these which seat 61 passengers in a 
mixed two and three-abreast configuration. 
A notable feature of these vehicles is the 
provision of fully automatic transmission by 
Allison. 

Intended for use on short but intensive 
urban services, these good-looking buses 
follow the same general Vanguard 
specification as described in COACHING 
JOURNAL, July 1980. This takes the form of 
a modular multiple steel ring structure fully 
Zeibart treated against corrosion. 

No sliding side windows are fitted, ven- 
tilation being effected by forced ventilation. 
Two KL 270 blower units are installed in a 
rear raised roof pod and provide a flow of 
fresh air from rear to front, where it is ex- 
tracted through roof outlets in a low- 
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pressure area. Warmth is provided by two 
KL underseat heaters, fed by insulated 
pipework below the floor. 

A double KL Clearway heater and 
demister unit is provided for demisting of 
the windscreen with separate ducting for 
heating the driver's compartment and the 
stairwell. 

Other orders for the Vanguard include 10 
for Eastern National on Bedford YMQS 
chassis. These are 34-seaters. Now nearing 
completion is an order for 19 Vanguards for 
the Ministry of Defence. These are on 
Leyland Leopard 12m chassis and two of 
them are for band use. 

The band coaches have 40 Chapman 
reclining seats and space for carrying in- 
struments with a curtained area for use as a 
changing room. Forced air ventilation is 
featured, with ducts adjacent to the lug- 
gage racks. These racks—by Happisch — in- 
corporate adjustable reading lights. 


Another order for a Vanguard body is 
one on the Bristol LH chassis for Harvey of 
Mousehole. 

Wadham Stringer are also to build on the 
forthcoming Dennis Lancet chassis, the 
first being a 52-seater for the Tillingbourne 
Bus Company of Gomshall, and the se- 
cond, a demonstrator. A Vanguard body is 
also to be built for a MAN midibus. For this 
exercise the MAN front-engined chassis 
has been modified to provide a front en- 
trance by repositioning the front axle far- 
ther back. 

With further orders for school buses and 
vehicles for the Social Services, Wadham 
Stringer’s factory at Waterlooville can look 
forward to being fully employed at least un- 
til the autumn and further orders for 
Vanguard bodies are in the pipeline to give 
an encouraging outlook. 


John Speed 
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EXTRACT MISSING 


Coach have gone full circle. 

In a period when vehicle sales of any kind 
are at a low ebb it makes good sense to 
combine forces and avoid wasteful com- 
petition, particularly when two companies 
are near neighbours and share common 
origins. In the five years that Kingsforth had 
been trading it had established itself as a 
lively dealership, handling Ford and Volvo 
chassis along with Duple and Plaxton 
coachwork from their headquarters at 
Thurcroft and the branch operation at 
Great Bedwyn. It was formed with a 
nucleus of former Kirkby executives headed 
by David Matthews and Colin Cowdery 
and, even in the years of business rivalry, 
David and Stuart Johnson, Kirkby Central 


a 
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Clean and modern premises give an air of efficiency to the parts and 
service operations. This is the Vauxhall and Bedford counter at 
Rotherham. A similar style is found at service counters at Anston 
and elsewhere within the group. : 


Us. 

Recent years have seen Kirkby Central 
move to a position of considerable strength 
in vehicle sales and service in general. Their 
modern premises at Anston, only three 
miles from Thurcroft (and both handy for 
M1), have complete sales and _ service 
facilities for Leyland and Bedford coaches 
and trucks, plus extensive body production 
and repair facilities. 


New foundation 


Kirkby Central broadened their financial 
base considerably when the Glasgow- 
based Hogarth Shipping ship-operating 
and investment organisation took a major 


offices. 


in good stead during: the present recession. 

Stuart Johnson, who started with Kirkby 
back in the 1950s, is now Deputy Chairman 
and Managing Director, while David Mat- 
thews is Deputy Managing Director. They, 
along with fellow director Maurice Turner 
are all substantial minority shareholders in 
the business. 

The new coach sales organisation of the 
combined companies is centred in Thur- 
croft with sales centres at Anston, Bristol 
and Glasgow. The Kingsforth depot at 
Great Bedwyn is still operational but it 
would be logical to assume that, sharing 
the same catchment area as Bristol, both 
would eventually be rationalised into one. 

After a careful evaluation of all personnel 


Wellgate Old Hall adjoins the Kirkby Central Group Vauxhall dealer- 
ship in Rotherham and was virtually derelict when acquired. Now 
restored to its 17th century splendour, it houses the finance division 
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from the top downwards, the coach sales 
operation has emerged with a well-honed 
force to meet future demands. 

At the head is Colin Cowdery, Managing 
Director, Malcolm Appleyard is Sales Direc- 
tor and John Torr Director of Administra- 
tion, John Littlewood and Jack Leah are 
Directors. 

Stuart Johnson summed up the situation 
when he said: ‘‘We look on It more as a 
merger of people and their talents in what Is 
the most difficult market place that 
manufacturers, dealers and operators have 
encountered for decades’. David Matthews 
agreed, commenting that they had now 
welded up a tight management team. 

Looking at the coach sales situation in 
general, Mr Johnson said: “‘It’s going to be 
very exciting and only the most enthusiastic 
and professional teams will cope. We are 
under no illusions that only the dealers and 
manufacturers that face up to the challenge 
and earn their reputation for fair dealing, 
product support and committment will 
weather the recession—we have to earn 
the respect of the operators”. 

In the restructured sales set up. Anston 
holds stocks of coaches and works In con- 
junction with nearby Thurcroft. In charge at 
Anston is Ken Kirkby, who returned to the 
erstwhile family business in 1978. 


North of the Border 


Scotland is now operational, with stage 
one of the six acre development at North 
Cardonald Industrial Estate in Glasgow 
completed after frustrating construction 
problems and delays. Scotland has proved 
something of a graveyard for British dealers 
in the past and Kirkby are working hard to 
make it self-contained. Very centrally 
situated, the premises are visible from the 
M8 motorway and close by Glasgow air- 
port. It operates as Kirkby Hogarth with a 
considerable degree of autonomy and flex- 
ibility, whilst still maintaining close links 
with the Thurcroft headquarters. The team 
in Glasgow is headed by Telfer Ramage as 
Director and General Manager, and Sales 
Manager Tom Gourlay, As well as used 
coaches, Kirkby Hogarth have a regional 
franchise including Glasgow for the full 
Leyland truck and van range and the 


Stuart Johnson, 
Managing Director. 


Deputy Chairman and 


Multipart operation. They are Leyland bus 
and coach distributors for the whole of 
Scotland including Leyland National and 
the double-deckers. 

An important factor in survival is backing 
up the fleet that the customer is already 
operating and to this end, the Kirkby Cen- 
tral Group parts and service operations are 
developing fast. The overall objective is to 
provide the customer with full parts, service 
and warranty back-up and this is greatly 
facilitated by computer links between 
Anston, Bolton and Glasgow. A Red Star 
delivery service for parts is operated bet- 
ween depots with 20 service vans and a call 
from an operator instigates an immediate 
check on the nearest spares required and 
these are delivered within 24-hours. Anston 
and Bolton also operate a 24-hour recovery 
service and this will be extended to 
Glasgow in the near future. Bolton is a Bed- 
ford truck and Vauxhall car dealership but 
also offers service and spares for Bedford 
coaches. 

Anston’s modern facilities were opened 
in 1977 and offer specialised bodybuilding 
and repair facilities. During my recent visit 
there were such diverse jobs in hand as an 


David Matthews, Deputy Managing Director. 


extensive crash repair on a coach, painting 
of a Bedford tractor unit in customer's 
livery, construction of a mobile library, and 
the adaptation of a Range-Rover to incor- 
porate a large telescopic aerial and 
associated transmission equipment for a 
local radio station. All this side comes 
under the aegis of Maurice Turner, who 
started as a 15-year-old apprentice and over 
the years has tackled the lot! He knows 
how to look after his skilled staff, for as well 
as a canteen, they enjoy group pensions, 
insurance which includes substantial death 
in service payments, and other fringe 
benefits. 


Cars and retarders 


Apart from the vehicle sales side, of 
which there is a so far unmentioned Vaux- 
hall dealership in nearby Rotherham, and a 
Talbot dealership in Leeds, there are two 
other aspects of the Kirkby Central Group 
worthy of note. One is Jake Equipment (UK) 
Ltd, headed by Bill Hiscock. This is a very 
self-contained operation at Worksop and is 
doing quite nicely-thank-you with its elec- 


The Kirkby Central Group senior sales team. Left to right: Colin Cowdery, Managing Director; Malcolm Ap- 
pleyard, Sales Director; John Torr, Director of Administration; Jack Leah, Director; John Littlewood, Director; 
Ken Kirkby, who is Manager of the Anston coach sales department. 
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The Lucas Kienzle fuel consumption measuring and recor- 


EEC approval for latest 
Lucas Kienzle electronic 


the latest ‘new generation’ Lucas 

Kienzle 1314 series electronic 
tachographs. The company introduced its 
first electronic tachograph ten years ago 
and this type has proved particularly 
suitable for mid and rear-engined Public 
Service Vehicles, where cable runs are long 
and tortuous. 

The conventional flexible rotating shaft 
drive is replaced by an impulse transmitter 
and three-core electric cable. This makes 
installation on mid and rear engined 
passenger-carrying vehicles quicker, easier 
and more reliable; in addition there is a fur- 
ther benefit. Since electric cable is not sen- 
sitive to bend radius or location, extra 
length may be specified which normally 
permits the vehicle clutch to be replaced 
without disconnecting the tachograph 
cable. This has the advantage of saving 
valuable downtime, since recalibration and 
sealing would not be required. This makes 
the Lucas Kienzle electronic tachograph 
cost effective to the PSV operator. 

The new generation 1314 series elec- 
tronic tachographs employ a Hall* effect 
transducer and new tachograph heads. 
These incorporate special circuitry enabling 
the system to be calibrated electronically 
and eliminate the need for adaptor gears in 
the transmitter. The benefit to the vehicle 
operator is the elimination of charges for 
new gears and the labour involved, should 
adjustment be required to achieve correct 
calibration. Only in exceptional cases would 


E: approval has now been given to 


*The Hall effect transducer is a solid-state magnetic switch. This 
device was chosen after exhaustive research because it 
eliminates moving parts as found in alternative transducers such 
as the reed switch. The result is high reliability under the hostile 
environmental conditions found on commercial vehicles. 
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the adjustment and calibration charge ex- 
ceed the fee established by the Department 
of Transport. 

The 1314 series should also prove 
beneficial to the manufacturers as they 
eliminate the need to fit an adaptor gear- 
box, make cable length less critical and 
hence drastically reduce the variety of parts 
which need to be stocked. 


Automatic 
Tachograph 


Another development from Lucas Kien- 
zle is the Automatic Tachograph. On this, 
the more compact drivers duty trace pro- 
duced makes space available for an addi- 


The EEC approved 1314 electronic 
tachograph. 


ding system, comprising fuel flow meter, cumulative 
counter and automatic tachograph with additional stylus. 


TACHO 
TOPICS 


Keeping you up to date 
with the latest developments 


tional stylus which can record extra infor- 
mation, not related to the normal 
tachograph functions. 

The additional stylus trace, which can be 
read by the Lucas Kienzle 1P16 Computer, 
records the duration and frequency of any 
vehicle function from which an electrical 
signal can be derived. Possible applications 
could include monitoring such operations 
as opening and closing PSV doors. 

The new Lucas Kienzle Fuel Consump- 
tion Measuring System also employs the 
additional stylus in order to record fuel con- 
sumed, in units of 2 or 5 litres, on the chart 
of the Automatic Tachograph. Fuel con- 
sumed in a shift can be combined with 
distance travelled (also from. the 
tachograph chart) to produce average fuel 
consumption in litres/100 km. 

The additional stylus can be fitted 
retrospectively to any Lucas Kienzle 
Automatic Tachograph manufactured after 
September 1, 1980. Identification can be 
made by examining the date code and serial 
number on the tachograph data plate, visi- 
ble when the instrument is opened. 


Tachopak 
declares UDI 


G. B. Tachopak, which started life some 
12 months ago as a specialist organisation 
producing and marketing Tachograph 
systems, has now became independent of 
parent company Gait Bayliss Rotary Ltd. 
Whilst remaining a subsidiary of Gait 
Bayliss, G.B. Tachopak will have complete 
responsibility for its own activities. 

lan Williams, formerly Sales Director of 
Gait Bayliss Rotary becomes Managing 
Director of G.B. Tachopak whilst retaining 
his overall marketing function at GBR. 

Whilst Gait Bayliss Rotary will continue 
to specialise in all spheres of rotary printing, 
GB. Tachopack Ltd. are diversifying into 
other printing and binding processes for 
Tachograph charts, filing systems, 
Tachomate compendiums, computer chart 
analysis systems and other items involving 
the conversion of plastic and other 
materials. 
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A new product from G.B. Tachopak is 
Tachomate, a compendium devised to help 
transport drivers—particularly owner 
drivers. It includes individual chart storage 
wallets, pockets for driver’s handbook, 
service route planning map, telephone list, 
clipboard and penholder, plus a Tachoplan- 
ner. 

Tachoplanner, which is also available 
separately, provides a practical in-cab ready 
reckoner for all types of chart, to indicate 
hours used and hours remaining. A 
distance scale is included for conversion of 
kilometers to miles and for route planning 
on any 1: 1250000 map. 

The compendium is enclosed in a very 
strong binder with pockets on the front for 
name, address and licence number. The 
rear cover is cross hatched in fluorescent 
red and yellow as a safety aid. 


Desk-top analyser 


Recently introduced to meet the needs of 
the fleet operator who requires something 
more sophisticated than the Lucas Kienzle 
Chart Analyser but does not wish to take 
advantage of the IP16 Computer Service, 
the Lucas Kienzle HDA Chart Analyser is a 
highly accurate and flexible desk-top instru- 
ment for the daily analysis of charts. 

Its accuracy is derived from control by a 
proven micro-processor and it is flexible 
because it is equipped for use with or 
without a printer so that the Analyser can 
be easily adapted to the demands of each 
fleet. 

The Lucas Kienzle HDA Chart Analyser 
has been designed for the comfort of the 
user, who may in some cases sit at the 
analyser for hours at a time. The viewing 


The Lucas Kienzle 1312 mini-tachograph. 


angle is adjustable between 15 ahd 30 
degrees and the forward and reverse speed 
of the chart table can be infinitely adjusted 
with the help of a hand operated slider. 
Alternatively an additional pedal is available 
on request. 

A three line LED display indicates, in the 
upper row, clock time, in the middle row, 
duration of the selected time group, that is 
driving, other work or rest and in the lower 
row, total distance travelled, or total fuel 
consumed. Within the field of view of the 
operator, when reading a chart, the 
selected time group is indicated by LED's 
immediately above the chart table, so that a 
user with some experience need not look 
up during an analysis run. 

Should a Lucas Kienzle Automatic 
Tachograph Chart with a fuel consumption 
trace be read, the total fuel consumed can 
be obtained by making a second revolution 
and pressing the relevant keys on the left- 
hand side. Analysis of part of a chart is 


possible by noting the intermediate 
readings from the display. 

When the HDA chart analyser is used in 
conjunction with a Kienzle D30 ‘tally-roll’’ 
printer, partial and/or cumulative totals are 
printed out, together with the date of the 
chart, driver and vehicle code numbers and 
the clock time when the duty ended. 

By setting a switch, one of four program- 
mes may be selected to facilitate checking 
that the driver complies with the Driver's 
Hours Regulation. The microprocessor 
automatically attributes rest periods, less 
than the legal minimum, to other work. 


Mini-tachograph 


Experience on the Continent has shown 
that operators of PSVs and trucks have 
become accustomed to the management 
information which the EEC tachograph can 
provide and wish to obtain similar data from 
their car and light vehicle fleets. To satisfy 
this need Lucas Kienzle now offer the Mini- 
Tachograph Type 1312 whose compact 
design makes it ideal for such applications 
which are outside the scope of the EEC 
legislation. 

Available in either 24-hour or 7-day ver- 
sions, the Lucas Kienzle Mini— 
Tachograph, which has an_ installation 
diameter of 115 mm, differs from the 
EEC instruments in that distance travelled is 
measured in miles as opposed to kilometers 
as required by the EEC regulations. 

In spite of the relatively small diameter of 
100 mm the Mini-Tachograph chart con- 
tains all the information operators expect to 
find on a tachograph chart: road speed 
(mph), distance travelled (miles), duty time; 
driving and stationary time. 


United we stand — continued from page 53 


tric retarders for coaches and engine brakes 
for trucks. The other is the hire purchase, 
leasing and contract hire side known as 
Wellgate Old Hall. This provides a vital 
financial service for customers and non- 
customers alike and is located next door to 
the Rotherham car dealership. Unlike the 
modern car showrooms however, Wellgate 
Old Hall is something of a stately home with 
a history. A 17th century building, it even- 
tually became almshouses before falling in- 
to disrepair. The first reaction on acquisi- 
tion was to redevelop the site, but for- 
tunately the potential was seen and, helped 
by a local civic grant, it was restored to pro- 
vide modern office accommodation in a 
handsome exterior and has since won 
awards and been used as an example where 
other worthwhile buildings fallen on hard 
times were concerned. Yet another aspect 
which came on stream on March 1 was 
Central Motor Factors at Rotherham. This 
side acts as AC Delco distributors and 
handles other major lines. 

So how do Kirkby Central see the situa- 
tion in the industry at present? 
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“Obviously’’, says Stuart Johnson, ‘‘as a 
time of change. The company has excellent 
relationships with its major suppliers and 
we constantly talk to them on how to fur- 
ther improve it to meet the challenge of the 
decade. There must be a real shake-up 
among the coach dealers, but since Kirkby 
Central was formed 12 years ago from the 
Kirkby and Son business—itself nearly a 
century old—and we are still buying and 
selling, we're not taking the negative ap- 
proach. However, we have to be more 
careful in our dealings. 


Worthwhile sale 


“Our recent sale was successful and 
though margins were small it did move 
stock. The Kingsforth sale is also going 
well. Make no mistake, there ts still a big 
market and we must be better to get our 
share. With a Group turnover in the region 
of £45 millions, the Bus and Coach Division 
is still by far the largest sector. As a result, 
we have no intention of reducing or opting 
out. We have faith in the industry, though 
its been too comfortable and cosy for all of 


us for too long—we must now look at It ina 
different light. 

“Hogarth Shipping, after a century in 
shipping, know more about troughs and 
peaks than the motor industry and they 
have a much deeper and longer term view 
of the group than most finanical institutions 
whose criteria are more immediate.” 

So to the 64-dollar question: When will 
the upturn be? “Kirkby Kingsforth are joint- 
ly selling more coaches than a year ago—or 
even two years ago”, says Mr Johnson. 
“Any improvement overall will be gradual. 
This year will see it stabilise and there is a 
definite business to be had now. The 
market's not dead. If itt was, we wouldn’t 
have our sales force operation on such a 
scale’’. 

The attitude of the Kirkby Central Group 
to the business can be summed up In one 
word—care: care for the needs of their 
customers and care for the needs of their 
staff. 

All the signs are that when the light at the 
end of the tunnel looms nearer, the Kirkby 
Central Group will be ready. 
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The ‘R’ Series 
chassis is more 
solid than you 


could reasonably LESS 
expect a light- 


weight chassis to be. 

Far more solid over 6.0 litre Turbo II engine. | 
high mileages. Notice that it’s front- 

Far better atsoaking mounted. Not half way | 
up the knocks andjars —_up the back where it’s 


on the way. difficult to get at without 
But don’t let these special equipment. 
strengths blind you to And it’s literally a 
the real benefit of the‘R’ hidden asset because it 
Series. lies beneath the floor. 


In a Commercial 
Motor test* it recorded | 
an outstanding 


12.6 miles per gallon. is 
We'd like you to ") 
compare this with LS 
any other lightweight This deadens noise, 
coach or busin your fleet. as well as creating room 
Then compare the for your passengers. 


advantages of the Ford _Yet it’s a simple matter 


E SOLID. 


of lifting two panels to 
expose an exceptionally 
serviceable engine. 

And when you do 
need service, we recom- 
mend you to our special- 
ist dealers. 

They’re all perfectly 
at home with our chassis 
variations — the 11 metre, 
the 10 metre, and the 


LIQUID. 


specially shortened 9 
metre. | 

Different lengths, yes, 
but similar value. 

Because each one is 
equally solid. 

And equally, never 
ever heavy on the liquid. 


N 


FORD R SERIES GZZZD 


“Commercial Motor May 12,1978. 


TRAVEL SCAN 


Citator 


The cheapest in Europe. That’s what I said last month 
about some of the current British coach fares, like £2 for 
the 113 miles between London and Birmingham. 

My comments were challenged immediately by 
Greyhound and their Trailways competitors in the US, 
drawing attention to their offers of unlimited travel for a 
set period. With 115,000 Greyhound miles from which to 
choose, I admit these rates look to be good value. But this 
is cheating, in my opinion. And as Citator is the sole judge 
and arbiter of all things pertaining to this column, I ruled 
those out of order. 

The same thing applies to the Australian Greyhound 
Eaglepass, which costs 140 Australian dollars, giving 14 
days unlimited travel on their 34,000 kilometres express 
coach network. I was fascinated to find that whereas 
Australian Greyhound bookings were handled by Ex- 
change Travel, the entirely separate US company, 
Greyhound Lines International, represent the other major 
Australian coach company, Ansett Pioneer. Their 
Aussiepass is priced at A $183 for 14 days so that, even if I 
had allowed this type of travel, their pass appears not to be 
the cheapest for Australian travel. Just in case readers 
think that I did consider the ordinary Australian express 
coach services, when making my outrageous claim for Bri- 
tain, let me provide some of the figures from my original 
calculations. 

Between Adelaide and Perth, it is around 2,120 
kilometers, which is about 1,317 miles. Ansett Pioneer 
charge A $80 for this journey, compared with Greyhound’s 
A $107.10. But that still means only 32.9 miles per pound 
sterling. So while all the fanatics anong COACHING JOUR- 
NAL readers are checking on coach services in the middle of 
nowhere and through the back of beyond, let me provide a 
sobering thought. It appears that the UK is not the only 
place where there are cut-throat price wars. The figures 
mentioned earlier show the difference in Australian prices 
for coach travel between Adelaide and Perth. But on many 
routes, Greyhound is cheaper, for example, A $40.50 in- 
stead of A $45.10 from Melbourne to Sydney, A $43.80 in- 
stead of A $50.90 between Sydney and Brisbane and 
A $34.60 compared with A $40.70 between Adelaide and 
Melbourne. 

I wonder if there is a columnist in a trade newspaper the 
other side of the World, echoing my sentiments, who finds 
it quite impossible to understand why the travel business 
seems to suffer from a permanent death wish! 


Shrinking research 


And nov, it is time for Citator to get on his high horse 
again. Unfortunately, I was too busy to get to the 
_ Chartered Institute of Transport Oxford weekend con- 
ference last year, so I missed the description of the chang- 
ing pattern of government involvement in transport 
research, outlined by Dr M. W. Holdgate, Director 
General of Research at the Departments of the Environ- 
ment and Transport. 

He explained that if research costs were revalued to 
1979, expenditure on transport passenger studies had re- 
mained constant at around £3'% million. But since then, it 
had fallen steadily to a small proportion of this figure in 
real terms. 

I accept that the major problem has been that the 
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Pommies 
do it 
cheaper 


1980/81 allocation represents only 65% in real terms of 
1973/74 expenditure, which meant that something had to 
be dropped. But if I read the figures right, the change in 
emphasis is highlighted by the fact that only 2% of 
research grant expenditure in 1980/81 has been on 
passenger studies, which means it is now the least sup- 
ported of all the areas. Now amongst other things, yours 
truly lectures to erstwhile members of the Chartered In- 
stitute of Transport. I stress the importance of consumer 
orientation. 

I tell them that for far too long, transportation com- 
panies in Britain have been starting or reorganising services 
based upon peculiar views of what ought to be made 
available. Or, unfortunately, solely having regard to what 
can be afforded. In other words, the transport industry in 
the UK is a prime example in many respects, of production 
orientation. My motto is ‘‘find out what they want and 
give it to them profitably’’. But this can never be achieved 
unless someone is willing to undertake the research in 
order to find out exactly what are the requirements of the 
populace. It borders on the criminal, that of all areas, the 
sphere of passenger studies should be the hardest hit in the 
Government’s own transport research programme. 


Unremunerative service 


I am absolutely delighted that Alan Wells, Chairman of 
the ABTA Roadways Committee, now agrees that earnings 
on express coach bookings are insufficient for agents. 
“Since lower fares were introduced on major express 
routes last year, travel agents commission has been halved 
for the same amount of work.” 

He is quoted as having said that he hoped matters would 
be resolved by the Summer, ‘‘before the committee 
members took some form of action.’’ Now I am willing to 
help in this respect, for if the trade body makes any recom- 
mendation to its members, that might be a restrictive trade 
practice. But no one can stop me voicing my opinions and 
recommending agents to take individual action. 

Just give me a tip-off, Alan and I will see that everyone 
knows about it. Thanks anyway for the information about 
National that it has sent publicans a letter offering a 5% 
reduction on a continental coach tour. 

Apparently the letter asks Mine Host to contact Na- 
tional’s holiday bookings department and there is no qués- 
tion of the same cut price being available if they book it 
through their local travel agent. 

Just in case this wasn’t enough, Chris Champion, 
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Marketing Manager of National Holidays, has adopted a 
“holier than thou’’ attitude to retailers, concerning the 
decision to give only 72% commission on the Kingfisher 
programme designed for the over-60’s. ‘‘We are cutting 
back to the bone in order to get prices down. It is only 
reasonable that agents should share some of this effort.’ 

It may have escaped your attention, Mr CC, that a travel 
agent’s costs are similar whether it is a £100 or a £50 coach 
tour being booked. If anything the cost can be higher when 
you are trying to explain to a senior citizen that they do not 
need a passport to go to the Isle of Wight. 

It might be possible to make out a case for reducing 
commissions on highly priced arrangements, but certainly 
not on cheaper ones. What particularly miffs me, is that I 
was foolish enough to feature Kingfisher in this column at 
the end of last year, just after the programme had been 
launched at the ABTA Florence convention. 

Why should I have to book 10 passengers in order to 
regain a 10% commission level? 10% should be the norm, 
with bonus commissions for supporting a programme be- 
ing paid on top of this. 


Missing link 


‘*Prestel link for Bee Line’’, said the headline in Travel 
News. ‘‘Ellerman Bee Line has plugged into the Prestel 
network and is beaming information to 1,600 agents. Fif- 
teen pages of tour details are available when keying in no. 
999.’’ Having reviewed some of the express coach service 
frames on Viewdata in these columns, during the last few 
months, this announcement at the end of February, seem- 
ed just what I wanted. Alas, 999 merely produced the 
laconic Prestel statement, ‘‘sorry no such page number, 
please try again.”’ 

I tried the ‘‘travel trade what’s new’’ frame no. 1444, 
but Ellerman were not featured there. I tried the general 
‘‘what’s new’’ Prestel frame 170 and attempted to extract 
what I wanted through that information tree. Failing 
again, I tried the index of agents and tour operators and 
the coaching index 14174. 

Ashamed to confess failure, I can only suggest to Eller- 
man, that if they would like me to comment on their 
Viewdata frames, please would they reveal their secret 
frame numbers? Galleon’s coach tour programme is not so 
exclusive and it was very easy to locate their Prestel infor- 
mation through any of the normal routes. 

‘‘Our coach tours are designed to give you the maximum 
choice of routes and durations combined with over 60 
years of experience of putting together the most scenic 
routes and the best value hotels,’’ it said. ‘You can choose 
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Peckham Pickfords’ 
Prestel prize 


Galleon’s 53030 Prestel number is now remembered in Pickfords 
Travel’s Peckham, London, branch better than in most agencies. 
The agency won the Galleon Prestel Competition with a £100 prize 
to share out. Seen with eager hands are (/eft to right/ Lesley Cassidy, 
Assistant Manager; Paul Connelan, Galleon World Travel General 
Manager; Aubrey King, Manager; and Tracy Whiterod of Pickfords. 


anything from a three day tour of Snowdonia and North 
Wales up to 10 days tour of Scotland. From Land’s End to 
John O’Groats and most places in between.”’ 

‘*All our tours are made that little bit special by our 
driver/couriers, who combine knowledge of the area being 
toured and the friendly service you thought had gone from 
package holidays’’ (I like that bit!) ‘‘Take a look at our 
brochure. Choose the holiday that suits you best and let us 
do the rest.’’ I keyed one. 

“‘Having decided which Galleon holiday you want to 
book, check whether seats are available, by consulting the 
availability on these Prestel pages—key one, this will tell 
you the up to date situation for twin and double rooms 
(singles are always on request). 

You then go to any ABTA travel agent, who will be 
pleased to make the booking, or you can send the booking 
direct to the address in the brochure. I looked at some 
lucid, simple availability frames, which would give a travel 
clerk all they could wish to know. Want to do a booking? 
If you are on Prestel, access the Galleon pages index 
530302 and you will be able to locate the response frame, 
sending a message that you would like a copy of the travel 
agents directory. 

It was all so easy that a child could have done it. But I re- 
main intrigued. 

What ever happened to the Ellerman Bee Line pages? 


Ready to push 
the boat out 


Global Holidays hosted a ‘lunch with a dif- 
ference’ for 30 of its top London travel 
agents (pictured here) to help promote its 
Global Overland and Europe coach holiday 
programmes, with prices from £44 (see View- 
point). After a short trip on one of Global’s 
fleet of 240 coaches from central London to 
Camden, agents enjoyed a lunch aboard the 
canal cruiser ‘Fair Lady’ while it travelled to 
Little Venice and back. Global’s Managing 
Director, Robin Cattermole, is pictured fourth 
from right and Sales Director, Tony John, 
who has special responsibility for the coach 
holiday programmes is pictured fifth right. 
John Speed of COACHING JouRNAL joined the 
party and is seen third from right. 
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BRITISH COACH RALLY 


CHAPMAN 
STEVENS 


“THE COACH INSURANCE PEOPLE” 


Brian Chapman & Chris Curson will be at 
Brighton again this year. We hope that our 
many friends in the Coach Industry will call 
to see us in our hospitality unit on 
Madeira Drive during the weekend. 


Members of the British Insurance Brokers’ Association 
Ash Tree House, 
The Green, 
Wooburn Green, 
Bucks. 

HP10 OEE 
Telephone: 06285-25037 


REMIER TRAVE 


COACH SERVICE 
LONDON - SAFFRON WALDEN - 
HAVERHILL - STRADISHALL 


Depart: KINGS CROSS (EUSTON ROAD COACH 
PARK)—From 30th September 1980. 


MONDAYS AND FRIDAYS <\ SSrS 
SATURDAYS 0900 1415 1815 
SUNDAYS 0945 — 2000 


CHARTING OFFICE 
Ex London: Kings Cross Coach Station 
Tel: 01 388 7824 
Ex Haverhill: Kilmaine Close, Cambridge 
Tel: 0223 69771 


Premier Travel Express Services, East Anglia— 
Midlands—N.W., Cambridge— Oxford (all the 
year) 


For details of Summer Services, please see 
time-tables. 


KILMAINE CLOSE, CAMBRIDGE CB4 2PH. 
Telephone: 69771 
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our part 
to the’ ond 
on North Sea 
Ferries and the 
party starts earlier 


Lead your party aboard North Sea Ferries 
from Hull and the festivities start straight away. 

To begin with, everyone has their 5-course 
dinner, sleeping accommodation and breakfast all 
included in the fare. : 

And your group is free to take to the dance 
floor, relax in the bars and lounges, or visit the tax- 
free shops. And there are even gaming tables on the 
Rotterdam route. 

North Sea Ferries offer various reduced rates 
for groups of 15 or more. And, with 25 or more 
passengers, the coach goes free; talking of which 
so does the driver—always —but by sailing overnight 
this helps him meet EEC driving regulations. 

Plus there are special rates for Senior 
Citizens and school or youth parties. 

North Sea Ferries sail overnight, every night 
to and from Rotterdam and Zeebrugge. Both ports 
have excellent motorway and train connections to 
speed your group on their way. 

See your travel agent or send the coupon 
below for full details. And make sure your party has 
a ball from the word go. 


WR To: North Sea Ferries, King George Dock, if | 


Hull HUQ 5QA. 


Pleasesendmefull details of your grouprates 
to the Continent. 


Name 
Address. 


NORTH SEA FERRIES 


Hull-Rotterdam (Europoort), Hull-Zeebrugge | 


OVERNIGHT, EVERY NIGHT 
IN HOTEL COMFORT. 


sale 5) 
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BRING YOUR PARTIES TO KENT LAKE DISTRICT 
2 9 Weekly Bookings Early & Late Season. AA. THE GRANGEHOTEL Rac. 
@ Overnight Accommodation. GRANGE-OVER-SANDS 


@ All rooms with Colour TV & tea-making. THE HOTEL ON THE SUNNY SOUTH SIDE OF THE LAKE DISTRICT. 
@ Trips to Canterbury, France etc. FOR YOUR COACH PARTY MEALS—LUNCHEON—HIGH TEA— 
sich Nai ‘ate DINNER. SOME OVERNIGHT ACCOMMODATION STILL 
AVAILABLE FOR 1981 TOURS. 


AA & RAC The Ga rden House Hotel Proprietor: Peter Brown Manager: Michael Hunter 


142 SANDGATE ROAD, FOLKESTONE. Tel: (0303) 52278 Telephone: 04484-3666 Telex: 65294 


MORECAMBE (LANCS) HAPPY CUSTOMERS 
GREENHURST PRIVATE HOTEL ARE GOOD BUSINESS— 


Telephone: 0524 411706 


Two minutes from sea and shops. Accommodation for parties up to 

48 persons. Ideal base for Lake District and Yorkshire Dales. Close to WE O FFE R You BOTH 

Blackpool and the historic city of Lancaster. Residents bar— table 

licence— TV lounge. When you come to the Olde Worlde Town of 

Available for party bookings: February to April 26th; June 22nd WHITBY and stay at the BIG Hotel with the 

to September 6th; October 26th ds. 2 

“thes peser wi ct te — Country Pub Atmosphere. Up to 270 residents—2 
Ballrooms—6 Bars—Nighlty Dancing and Enter- 
tainment plus First Class Food. 


WEYMOUTH, DORSET 


BEACHWAY HOTEL 


28-32 KIRTLETON AVENUE 
Residential Licence i Full Fire Certificate 


All no good unless the price is right— 
IT IS!—Ring or write for quote. 


PASSENGER LIFT TO BOTH FLOORS We specialise in Winter Week-ends, early and 
We eee ge piel Min lpmp nang bg ai late season Holidays and HAPPY PEOPLE at 
tel ae gas ho Nigam dig gl recy pen Mg THE ROYAL HOTEL, 
Fae i Ee eas aden fateiticer wore gamete, Fon West Cliff, Whitby, N. Yorks. 
mins. sea front. Full board from £32.00 + VAT 


Telephone: (0947) 602234. 


Stamp only please for colour brochure to Mr. Skillman 
Telephone: Management: WEY (0305 786748 or Visitors: WEY (0305) 74841 


If you organise party visits 
Pai it would pay you to find out 
udtzaveid about the Safari Park Passport 


The Park has seven drive-through Plus Seaworld - spectacular dolphin 
game reserves. show with Winnie, Britain’s only 


Plus children's amusement area, killer whale. 
farmyard, etc., etc. Plus restaurants and picnic areas. 


@ The Passport contains free concessionary vouchers for admission to 
the Park, Seaworld, and the amazing new Parrot Show. 


@ Each passport gives the owner the opportunity to win a free holiday 
for 4 people in Florida - organised by specialist America 
tour operators ‘Travel Seekers’, scheduled Pan Am flight, 
4 star air conditioned hotels, Disneyworld, Marineland, 
Kennedy Space Centre, Miami Beaches etc., etc. 


® Only 13p each (inclusive of VAT and post and packing) 
- £13 per 100 - £120 per 1,000. 


To: Windsor Safari Park, Winkfield Road, Windsor, Berks. Tel: Windsor 69841 


thy 


! 
O lenclose cheque for.............00:00008 PICESOSON GS voc5 sce. sssnins cannsins passports. | on : = 
together With.............0......free posters. | Sy ag admiecion wouchere 
| = F ae 
O Please send sample passport ( nee holiday competition 


GOMIPAMMAT, css tep tes Aiate tay Sos ese et ok aes eS Kia TARR ELS qe ate Am Shimas 


PIC OSS 765 1 scl ols Gwlayn, owe PS MOMIN Oe ore. padi dip apes ip A= ial ot atone Te nie Soh Mee me 
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SALTER BROS. LTD. 


FOLLY BRIDGE - OXFORD 


RIVER THAMES PASSENGER SERVICES 


OPERA COM PANY Only Salter’s give you so many starting points 


In Association with Barclays Bank to choose from: 


Oxford, Abingdon, Reading, Henley, 


GILBERT rm SULLIVAN Marlow, Maidenhead, Windsor, 
OPERAS Runnymede, Staines. 


BIRMINGHAM The services are suitable for parties of one or 
Alexandra Theatre, April 13th, one week. two coachloads. 


BRADFORD 


Alhambra Theatre, April 20th, one week. ; F 
HULL It is usual for a large proportion of our boats to 


New Theatre, April 27th, one week. carry light refreshments and a bar. 
LEICESTER 
Haymarket Theatre, May 4th, one week. A commission of 15 per cent on boat 
BLACKPOOL " 
Grand Theatre, May 11th, two weeks. revenue Is allowed, 
For full details of programme, etc., please write to: BOATS AVAILABLE FOR PRIVATE HIRE 


THE D’'OYLY CARTE OPERA COMPANY, 


Rooms 261/263 
SAVOY HOTEL, STRAND, LONDON, WC2R OEU. Telephone: OXFORD 43421 FOR DETAILS 


TALYLLYN 
RAILWAY 


TYWYN, ON THE MID WALES COAST 


This Historic preserved narrow gauge 
railway can offer a pleasant interlude for 
your coach passengers. Steam trains 
through wonderful scenery. Trains 
operate Easter to October. 


Day Trips, Tours & Private Hire Groups 
all welcome and we offer special 
facilities for schools. 


Free coach parking in Tywyn and refreshment 
facilities for drivers. Discount rates available 
to your driver at time of travel or on an ac- 
count basis. 

Advance booking please—for timetables, 
rates and other information please write or 
phone: 


Talyllyn Railway, 


Wharf Station, Tywyn, Gwynedd, LL36 9EY. 
Telephone: 0654 710472. 
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THE SOUTHSEA SHOW 1981 
7th, 8th & 9th, AUGUST 


COACH PARTY ORGANISERS TO CONTACT 
LEISURE SERVICES DEPT. FOR CONCESSIONARY RATES. 


Full details from: 


Department of Leisure Services, Guildhall, Portsmouth. 
Telephone: PORTSMOUTH 834146 


“The gardens of the rose” 


Open from mid-June to end of Sept. Mondays to Saturdays 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. 
Sundays 2 p.m. to 6 p.m. Visitors enjoy the spectacle of this world re- 
nowned rose collection — species, historical, modern and roses of the 
future. Over 30,000 plants in 1,650 varieties (Catering facilities). 


‘ROSE 81’ 


National Show & Rose Festival 
Saturday 4th and Sunday 5th July 


Held in the society gardens at Chiswell Green, St. Albans. The theme this 
year is ‘The rose and the sea”. 

“Magnificant rose trade display *Extensive amateur classes * Floral art 
demonstrations and horticultural and Sundry stands * Pipe and Silver 
bands * Catering and Licensed bar * Continuous entertainment for the 
whole family. 

Sat. July 4th 10-7 pm Sun. July 5th 9-6 pm (Children under 16 admitted free). 


Party rate on application 
Write or telephone The Secreta (Tel: St. Albans 50461 
THE ROYAL NATIONAL ROSE SOCIETY, CHISWELL GREEN, ST. ALBAN 
HERTS AL2 3NR. 


Beaulieu, in the heart 
of the New Forest, is an 


with motorway nearly all 
the way. 
EVERY FACILITY 

Big car and coach parks, 
restaurant, picnic area, bars, 
conference facilities and 
baby room. 


Thelif National Motor M 
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Setting up tours in the South? 
A day at beautiful Beaulieu has 
so much to offer... 


SOMETHING FOR EVERYONE Open Days, the Fireworks Fair 
The National Motor Museum to name but a few. 
easy 65 miles from London, of course, the exhibition of 
Monastic Life, Palace House & 
Gardens, Buckler’s Hard and 
the Maritime Museum, river 
trips and lots more. There are contact: GENERAL MANAGER, 
plenty of special events 
throughout the year — Sports 
and Country Fair, the Museum BEAULIEU (0590) 612345. 


De LR) lin oe aw es 
Beaulieu Abbey: Bucklers Hard - All yours for the day 


Open every day of the year, except Christmas Day, 10am—6pm In the New Forest between Bournemouth and Southampton. 


Why go somewhere ordinary, 
when there's Castle Howard? 


Take your coach parties to Castle Howard this summer It’s 
a trip to the 18th century. A magnificent palace, still lived in by 
the Howard family, with some of the loveliest rooms in England, 
rich in paintings, antiques — history. 

The Costume Galleries show selections from Britain’s 
largest private collection of historic costume. 

The Shop sells local honey, French and German wines 
specially selected and labelled for Castle Howard, plants, sweets, 
toys... It’s a special day out. 

Castle Howard is just 15 miles from York, off the A64, and 
it's open every day from Good Friday until the end of October. 
Grounds and cafeteria from 11a.m. House and Costume Galleries 
11.30 to 5p.m. One ticket covers admission everywhere. Reduced 
rate for children and for coach parties booked in advance. Free 


meal for coach drivers. | e 
Enquiries: Castie fas 
Coneysthorpe 333. Howard 


The Comptroller, 


EASY TO SELL 

Beaulieu is well known to the 
holiday making public. For 
special party rates and bookings 


JOHN MONTAGU BUILDING, 
BEAULIEU, HANTS. TEL: 
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EDINBURGH WEST END 


Rothesay Hotel 


Licensed 


EDINBURGH (WEST END), 7-9 ROTHESAY PLACE 5 minutes to centre of 
city, 50 bedrooms, some with private bathrooms, telephone in all rooms and 
other modern conveniences. Lift to all floors. Excellent cuisine, personal 
supervision. Bus parties Spring and Autumn for elderly people. Full Board 
High Season parties subject to arrangement. 
Apply resident manager: Telephone: 031-225 4125/6 


BATH 
The QUEEN CITY of the West 


for the convenient stop for meals or overnight stays right in the 
centre of the City, next to the Abbey 


THE 
CHRISTOPHER HOTEL 


High Street 
Telephone: 0225 60029 


We shall be pleased to forward further details and special rates 


WESTHILL HOTEL —-SANDOWN, Isle of Wight 


Coach Parties always welcome. 
28 Bedrooms (most with Private Bathrooms). Max. 58 Guests. 


Licensed Bar Lounge. Sep. T.V. Lounge. Evening Entertainment/ Dancing. Driver Free. Open 
April to October. 
1981 weeks still available: 6-13 June. 13-20 June. 11-18 July. 5-12 Sept. 19-26 Sept. 26 
Sept.-3 Oct. 3-10 Oct. 10-17 Oct. 1982 Bookings now being accepted 
Apply for Coach Party Rates-Brochure & Rooming List. 
A. & M. J. SMITH (0983) 403496 or 524615. 


OAKDENE HOTEL & LODGE 


LICENSED FAMILY HOTEL 


48 Dartmouth Road, Paignton. TQ4 5AJ 
CENTRAL ‘ TOWN & BEACH - CATERING FOR UP TO 50. 
CENTRAL HEATING * SPECIAL TERMS: APRIL, MAY, JUNE, 
} SEPTEMBER, OCTOBER. 
Write or telephone: 


PLUMRIDGE FAMILY 0803 559780 


COMMODORE HOTEL 


14 ESPLANADE ROAD, PAIGNTON 
Licensed Fire Certificate 


Central sea front position. Overlooking Festival Hall and harbour. Special 
terms for parties April, May, June, September, October. Winter Mini 


Weekend breaks. 
Lois and Mike Brown Telephone: (0803) 553107 


FOREST HOTEL 


Detached licensed hotel set in 1% acres gardens overlooking Tor- 
bay. Heated swimming pool, games room with full sized billiards 
table, darts. Table tennis room. Large dining room 2 lounges one 
with colour TV. Cocktail bar with dance floor. Special terms April, 
May, September and October. Resident props. 

F. A. and J.E. BUTTERWORTH Telephone: Torbay (0803) 24842 


TORQUAY 


PAIGNTON — TORBAY 7 


Stay at either of the two hotels below and be 
sure your party will book with you again next 
year. 


The hotels are on the level, in prime sea front 
positions, close to the centre of the town and all 
amenities. They are licensed, with central heating, 
radio/intercom, some ground floor and sea view 
bedrooms. 


We also have ample parking for your coach. 
ST. PETROX HOTEL ORCADES HOTEL 
Adelphi Road, Esplanade, 
Paignton, Devon. Paignton, Devon. 


Tel: (0803) 551572 Tel: (0803) 550903 
Prop: Prop: 
Derick & Pam Medlock Malcolm & Pat Millward 


SOCIAL, SING-A-LONG & BINGO NIGHTS 
ORGANISED 
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Bring your Private Parties to the 


ISLE OF WIGHT 


It has so much to offer! 


ST. ANTHONY’S FULLY LICENSED HOTEL welcomes coach parties 

throughout the year. It offers really good food, comfortable accom- 

modation. Two Bars, dance floor, three lounges, 10 single rooms available. 
ROOM FOR ALL THE PARTY! 

Apply for terms and brochure to... 

Resident Proprietors, Mr. & Mrs. Moss and Mrs. O'Connor, 

St. Anthony's Hotel, Sandown, I.W. Tel: 403429 


ILFRACOMBE—SOUTH LEIGH HOTEL 


Runnacleave Road, ILFRACOMBE, Devon Phone: (027-16) 3976 


Licensed Family-owned Hotel 


Open from Easter until October. On the sea-front and on the level. Reduced 

terms for parties and driver free. Coach parked free. Excellent cuisine and 

friendly atmosphere. Dance each week. Colour TV. Some bedrooms on the 
level. 


VACANCIES Weeks beginning July 11, 18, 25; August 8, 15; 
September 19; October 3. 


Residential Props for 15 years ERIC & AUDREY DARCH 


THE CLIFFDENE HOTEL 


Above Tolcarne Beach. 
Narrowcliff. 
NEWQUAY. Phone: 3094. 


We are still accepting coaches for the Ist three weeks 
in August. 


Also we are interested in reservations for Xmas 1981 
and for the season commencing April and ending 
October 1982. 


Radio fitted in all rooms. There is also direct 
communication with reception. 


Quite a number of our rooms now have 
communicating bathrooms/Showers and Toilets. 


Our food is recognised as being of a very high quality 
and very liberal portions. 


FULL BOARD OR DINNER, 
BED AND BREAKFAST. 


NEWBURY RACES 


1981 


FLAT 


FRIDAY & SATURDAY, 
10th & 11th APRIL. 
FRIDAY & SATURDAY, 
15th & 16th MAY. 


WEDNESDAY & THURSDAY, 
10th & 11th JUNE. 


Prices of Admission, including V.A.T.: 
Tattersalls and Paddock 
Silver Ring Stand and Enclosure 
Geoffrey Freer Stand & Enclosure 


Secretary, The Racecourse, Newbury 
Telephone: Newbury (0635) 40015 


FREE PARKING 
PARTY RATES AVAILABLE 
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Welikea party 
as much 
as you do 


Cawdor Castle has been the home 
of the Thames of Cawdor for 600 
years. Its history is filled with 
intrigue, feuds and sudden 
upsurges of violence. Even today, 
an air of menace still clings to the 
castle walls despite the peaceful 
influence of gracious gardens and 
sweeping lawns. But there’s more 
to the Castle than just its past. 
Nature trails, colourful gardens, a 
pitch and putt course, a picnic 
area, gift shop, licensed restaurant 
and snack bar combine to make it 
a great place to spend a day. 
Coach parties welcome— parking 
is free and it’s a day out for the 
driver as well. 

Find out about party booking rates by 
phoning Cawdor 615. (Telex 75225) 
Open seven days a week from May 
to September 
l0am—5.30pm (last admissions 
5pm) 


CAWDOR 


600 Years of Higland History 


Between Inverness and 
Nairn on the B9090 


= A 


i The i. 
[> GRAND. 
: TOUR oF: 
« SGOTLAND 
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Gee Regimental Bands 
Horse Guards Parade 
iste wwneg WA tehall 


WEDNESDAY JUNE 10 6.30pm 
THURSDAY JUNE 11 


MASSED BANDS 


BYTHEREGIMENTSOF f° 
THE QUEEN’S DIVISION 
BEATING RETREAT 
BY THE MASSED BANDS & DRUMS OF 
THE QUEEN’S REGIMENT 
THE ROYAL REGIMENT OF FUSILIERS G 
THE ROYAL ANGLIAN REGIMENT Wess pe \ 
THE JUNIOR BAND AND DRUMS he wk 
OF THE QUEEN’S DIVISION ae” Vid 
WITH THE PIPES AND DRUMS OF THE “s 
5TH & 10TH BNS. ULSTER DEFENCE REGIMENT % 
700 MUSICIANS ON PARADE . \ 
Seats: £3.00, £2.50. Standing 50p 
All tickets obtainable in advance from ew Fe 
THE TICKET CENTRE, 1b BRIDGE STREET . 
opp. Big Ben, Westminster, LondonSW1 § 4 
Tel: 01-839 6815 and 01-839 6732 
or pay on the day at Horse Guards Parade 
Proceeds in aid of The Army Benevolent Fund & Regimental Charities 


= 
Cool ~ 
- 
x 


HATFIELD HOUSE 


Celebrated Jacobean House (1611) of 
The Marquess of Salisbury 


xa 
iioees Le 
eepes! ln ail my 


ie OS GRD ate 


OPEN 25th MARCH to 11th OCTOBER 1981 


Every day except Mondays and Good Friday. Also open 
on all Bank Holiday Mondays. Weekdays 1200—1700, 
Sundays 1400—1730, Bank Holiday Mondays 
1100—1700. 

World famous portraits of Elizabeth I, some of her 
possessions. Other great pictures, fine furniture, 
tapestries, armour, private chapel. Historic old palace 
(1497). Shops, restaurant and cafeteria. 

Admission Adults £1.40; Children 80p; Parking Free 
SPECIAL RATES FOR PARTIES OF 20 OR MORE 
BOOKED IN ADVANCE 
DRIVERS’ REST ROOM 
Large Park and Gardens, Picnic Area, Costume 
Exhibition ‘FASHION THROUGH THE 
AGES’—plus— THE NATIONAL COLLECTION OF 
MODEL SOLDIERS ELIZABETHAN BANQUETS. 

For further details write or telephone: 
The Curator (Dept. CB) Hatfield House, 
Hertfordshire AL9 5NQ. Telephone: Hatfield 62823 
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WINDERMERE, ENGLISH LAKES 
AA *x* RAC 


148 bedrooms 
(78 with private facilities) 
34 mile lake frontage 
own jetties 
boat trips on Windermere 
magnificent views and gardens 


3 bars 


dining room to seat 250 
e 


Coach parties are our speciality 


The Low Wiese aor 


HILDREDS HOTEL 


High Street, SKEGNESS. Tel: 0754/3016 


Situated in the centre of town, 150 yards from 
the Beach, it is one of the oldest hotels in 
Skegness and can accommodate up to 66 per- 
sons. It has four fully licensed bars and live 
entertainment. Pets and children welcomed. 
T.V. Lounge, Children’s Room and Games 
Room. 


FOR FULL DETAILS CONTACT THE MANAGER 
F. Calle-Calatayud 
Tel: Ambleside 3338(096.63) Telex: 65273 


pl Ng 
English Lakes Hotels 


SCARBOROUGH & 
NORTH YORKSHIRE 


MOORS 


SPECIALISED 
COACH TOUR RECEPTION 


174 modern Bedrooms 
including 88 with private Bathrooms 


Lifts to all floors 

Adjacent to seafront and Spa 

Two minutes from Town Centre A: 
Entertainment Seven Nights a Week in Season Wy 
Close by National Park, Forestry and 


Moorland Drives 
The Ideal Centre for Coach Tours 
Extra special rates off season 

Ask for full details and terms from 


Joyce C. Tyler 


Cc; (tel 
Cie 4} lichelas Seats 


SCARBOROUGH 


Telephone (0723] 64101 
You’re more 
than welcome! 
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Special rates offered for party bookings. 
Under the personal management of 


Mr. & Mrs. B. Wilson. 
SEND S.A.E. FOR BROCHURE 


pete 4 


All-Year, All-Weather Fun 

Highland Craft Village @ Three shopping centres 
for browsing @ Dances @ Highland Showtyme 
®@ Disco, cinema @ Skating, squash, table tennis 
@ Swimming, solariums, saunas @ Cafes, 
restaurants, snack bars @ Special party menus @ 
Scotland’s Clan Tartan Centre @ Santa Claus 
Land @ History-filled Spey Valley — castles, 
ruins, museums @ Easy coach parking @ Fast, 
new scenic A9 


Details: General Manager, Box 344 
Aviemore Centre, Inverness-shire 
Tel: 0479 810624 
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———— TT 


Beds 


Berks 


Birmingham 


Blackpool 


Bournemouth 


Bristol 


Bucks. 


Dorset. 


Durham 


Essex 


Exeter 


Glos 


Herts. 


£10.00 per 17 mm (approx. %in) deep line and £5.50 per 9 mm (approx. %in) deep line per month. 


BUFFALO TRAVEL 


Maulden Road, Flitwick 
Bedford 


All sizes 
and executives 


SEAMARKS 


COACH & TRAVEL GROUP 


LIMITED 


Seamarks House 
387 397 Dunstable Road, Luton 


All size coaches 


COACH CHARTER AND HIRE 


Flitwick 
(05257) 2132 


(0582) 
54191 (10 lines) 
24-hour service 
Telex 826968 


Trigeminal 


COACHES (Dunstable) 


Tavistock Street, Dunstable 
and at Luton Airport 


CHILTERN QUEENS LTD Waodeater Reading 


SMITHS 
Imperial Coaches 


FYLDE BOROUGH 


180 182 Stratford Road 
Birmingham, B11 1AQ 


Squires Gate, Lytham St. Annes 


All sizes 
and executives 


41-57 seaters 
Executive 


45-53 seaters 


38 to 76 seaters also 
double-deck buses 


(0582) 64331 
Telex: 826342 


Checkendon 
(0491) 680354 


Birmingham (021) 
772.2957-8-9 
After hours 
(05643-3169) 


(0253) 48247 


Maliard Road, All sizes and | 
Bournemouth Transport Si nieemno tis BE Gat hag ae oe (0202) 522661 
BF Dee ee ee eee ee ee ee IP ee. —_ oe | 
National Travel | 
>» SHAMROCK & RAMBLER (South West) Ltd 41.53 (0202) 27616 
77 Holdenhurst Road | 
National Travel (South West) Ltd apbavcantens 
> WESSEX Spars Road. Bat ice ie (0272) 612717 
nice trol 191 Queensway, Bletchley ! (0908) 72952 
3 18 Market Square sell Mc Leighton Buzzard 
COACHES (Milton Keynes) Leighton Buzzard 372743 
Telex: 826342 
J he 12, 19, 25, 33, 41, (0305) 
Bere Regis Coaches 7 Bridport Road, Dorchester 45. 51.53 SRR AIIG 
| 
PON DEROSA Chaytor Terrace, . 
. Fishburn, 45-53 ; Sedgefield 
Int ernational Co. Durham. (tables optional) (0740) 20709 
303 London Road - Southend 557261 
SUPREME Travel Hadleigh, Benfleet, SS7 2BN | Allisizes (24 hours) 
= dt Bao enty a Ae as oe a cs ln TI | Es aS 
Travel with The Garage, Downham Road, studs sects 
WOODS COACHES res oat All sizes (037-44) 61721 
of Wickford Essex. 


S & M COACHES 
> GREENSLADES 


> BLACK & WHITE 


BISS BROS. 


42-52 Benfleet Road, 
Hadleigh 


National Travel 
(South West) Ltd., 
29 Paris Street 


National Travel (South West) Ltd. 
Coach Stn., St. Margarets Road, 
Cheltenham 


Sun Garage, 
Rye Street, 
Bishop's Stortford 


All sizes 12 to 57 


41-53 


47-49 seaters 


All sizes 


COACH CHARTER AND HIRE ADVERTISEMENTS 
COST PER INSERTION 


Minimum period is six consecutive issues payable in advance. 


Southend 555871 
or 555190 


(0392) 74103 


(0242) 38331 


(0279) 53218 
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Kent, London | 
and Channel Ports | 


" HIGHFIELD MINI COACH 


Lancs 


Leics ~ 


—$———— 


London 
(North) 


COACH CHARTER AND HIRE (continued) 


Uie@antrel 


COACHES (North Star) 


SWINARDS 


Best in the South East 


HIRE 


mn Gentnol 
COACHES (Housden Caldwell) 


| 
| 


Hunter Avenue, 


| Ashford, Kent. 


—- 


203 Ormskirk Road, Newtown. Wigan 
Lancs Jubilee Garage, Frith Street 


Wallgate, Wigan, Lancs 
Wards End, Loughborough, 
and at East Midland Airport 


70 London Road 
Coalville, Leics 


Letchmore Road, Stevenage 


All sizes 


All Sizes 
Touring Coaches 
Reclining Seats 
Executive Coaches 
Toilet, washroom 
Colour TV. Servery 


12, 20,25; 29 
seaters 


All sizes 
24-Hr Recovery 
Service 


All sizes 


Stevenage 54128 
Telex: 826342 


01-499 4972 
Telex: 21906 
0233-34321 
Telex: 96272 
After Hours 

24549 


43672 & 38422 


41349 


(0509) 31067 
(05093) 63552 


(0530) 39891 
Telex: 826342 


HOWLETT'S _ acsistats 


(a TRICENTROL Company) 


GREY-GREEN 


COACHES 


Nr Loughborough 


53 Stamford Hill, N16 5TD 
Telex: 262950 


All sizes 
and Executives 


All sizes 


(0509) 414042 
Telex: 826342 


01-800 8010 


= 41.53 01-534 4037/8/9 


GALLEON COACHES LTD. 


eyton Road, Temple Mill Lane, 


mn) Stratford, E 15 


—_— = 


London 
(East) 


LACEY'S COACHES 


222 Barking Road, 
East Ham, E 6 


29 to 53 seaters 
and Executives 


+= 


01.472 0311/2626 


London 


POPuLAR COACHES LTD. 


SONNER’S _ 


(South East) 


London 
(South West) 


London 
(West) 


London 


London 
(South) 


Fieldsends Travel — 


> NATIONAL TRAVEL 


Established 1919 


FOX’S OF HAYES 
LUXURY COACHES 


————————— 


Golden Miller 


> NATIONAL TRAVEL 


THORNES COACHES LTD 


97 Barking Road 


| Canning Town, E 16 


161 Hempstead Road 
Gillingham, Kent 


191 Rushey Green 


Catford, SE6 48D 


| 


156 Brixton Hill, 
Waterworks Road, 
London, S.W. 2. 


Head Office 
200 Featherstone Road 
Southall, Middiesex 


| Fern Grove, Feltham 
| London 


—_—_—t 


National Travel 
(London) Ltd 
Victoria Coach Station 


Chequer Road 
East Grinstead 
West Sussex 
RH19 3BW 


Cheltenham Street Coach Station, 
Salford M6 6PA 
{ 


29, 41, 45, 52 


| 12 to 53's | 
and Executive 


476 5542/3/4 


Medway 361923 
360241 
31631 


All size coaches 


All sizes 


01-461 2222 


01-674-3600 


(01-571) 3271 
(01-574) 3333 


(01.574) 2121 
es Staines 54958 
Staines (81) 50793 
after hours 
SAE OUI SS 01.890 5002, 3234 
Conner 9411 and 6475 
Diplomat am 


Executives and all 
size coaches 


All sizes 


17, 29, 45, 53, 
& Executives 


01-461 2222 


0342 
312955/6 


061 736 5331 


Manchester - 


Norfolk 
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J. B. TATLOCK & SON LTD. 


Cullings Coach 
Services 


Wharf Garage, 
Water Street, 
Radcliffe, 
Manchester 


10 Ber Street, Norwich 


20, 29, 41, 45 
53, 57 
Plus Executive 
Coach 


All sizes to 57. 
32-seat Executive. 
Open-top decker 


061 723 2665 

061 723 3187 

061 747 8229 
(evenings) 


(0603) 60761 
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COACH CHARTER AND HIRE (continued) 


RED CAR SERVICE 
LIMITED 


Skills Group 


> NATIONAL TRAVEL 


GOLD STAR 


TRAVEL - HOLIDAYS - COACHES 


> GOWER VANGUARD 


Norfolk 


Sheffield 


Sou.n 
Wales 


G & G COACHES 
(LEAMINGTON) LTD. 


BOWENS' 


RHODES COACHES 


Warwicks 


West 
Midlands 


10 Ber Street, Norwich 


1 St Peter's Street 
| Radford, Nottingham 


National Travel (East) Ltd 
Central Bus Station, Sheffield 


| PO Box 5, Rhyl 


| National Travel (South West! Ltd 
{ 1 Plymouth Street, Swansea 


Althorpe Street 


Leamington Spa, Warwicks 


101 Cotterills Lane, Alum Rock 
Birmingham, B8 3SA 


Sedor Garage, 
Station Road, 
Guiseley, Leeds LS20 8BX 


All sizes to 57 


29.57 seaters 


29, 41, 47, 53 


All sizes 


Various sizes 


12-53 seaters 


12-53 seaters 


16, 45, 53 
seaters 


(0603) 60761 


Nottingham 
74645 


(0742) 739966 


Rhyl (0745) 
583388 (3 lines) 


(0792) 469797 


(0926) 24800 


(021.327) 5921/2/3 


(0943) 73871 
or 75548 


Yorkshire 


Unit 7, Moorfield Trading Estate, 


VoLvOVERLAND Yeadon, West Yorkshire 


FOUNTAIN COACHES 


32 High Street, Cowes, and 
The Quay, Yarmouth 


“Volvo's” including 


Executive with toilet &| 


refreshment facilities 


All sizes 


"MOSS woror tours 


(INDEPENDENT) 


5 St. John’s Road, Sandown 
and Ryde 


Seaview Services 


(INDEPENDENT) 


Isle of Wight 


Seafield Garage, Seaview 
and Ryde 


(0532) 506903 


(0983) 292623 
(0983) 760389 


All sizes 


All sizes 


(0983) 402214 


Seaview 3100 


Bus Station, Newport 


All sizes 


(0983) 52 3831 


WEST WIGHT BUS 


COMPANY 
(INDEPENDENT OPERATOR) 


=> aaa 


The Avenue, Totland; 
also Yarmouth 


All sizes 


COACH CHARTER AND HIRE 


ADVERTISMENTS 


COST PER INSERTION 


Freshwater 2275 
Yarmouth 760012 


£10.00 per 17 mm (approx. in) deep line and £5.50 per 9 mm (approx. “in) 


deep line per month. 


Minimum period is six consecutive issues payable in advance. 
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TACHOGRAPHS 


COACH SEAT 


UPHOLSTERY ARLINGTON 


LUCAS KIENZLE AGENTS 
Fitting and Calibration 


ENFIELD 01-804 1266 EAST LONDON 01-590 7744 
HARLOW 22391 SUDBURY 72301 
BRISTOL 772671 BEDFORD 50011 
WEST LONDON 01-965 5982 


I {Oo Op 1SC Ge EEC. Approved Tachograph Discs 
TAC T.1 FOR USE IN KIENZLE 


BELLSTOCK ... 


now offer a complete coach upholstery 
system under the trade name of TRIMFIT. 
Any type of seat can be fitted by one of 
our systems. Every cover is tailored to 


ensure a perfect fit, but remains ee eee 1.3 FOR USE IN SMITHS 
removable for annual cleaning or transfer Send immediately for our T.4 FOR USE IN VEEDER- 


. free brochure which shows the ROOT TACHOGRAPHS 
to other vehicles (not stretch covers). A full range of products and ig Remap betRS 


. . ~ lains h the Tachodi pe i 
53-seater coach can be fitted in a day with acne" own individual serial number. 
s : TACHODISC LTD. When ordering Tachodiscs make 

our self-installation upholstery. For Fesas Beak, tices sure the “T"" code is clearly marked. 
. ead E 100 DISCS IN BOX FROM 

quotations, samples and further conten: ncaa 3516 & 3716 £2.29 per box plus V.A.T. 

. « . . ia a ee ee ee ees 

information please contact Bill Giddins, 


Mick Williams, at 


BELLSTOCK LTD. 
Corah House, Aumberry Gap, 
Pinfold Gate, Loughborough, 

Leics. 


PHONE (0509) 216544 


EXCURSION TICKETS 


Please send for samples and prices 


H. E. Mitchell Print Services, 
10, High Street, Stanstead Abbotts, 
Herts. SG12 8AB. 
Telephone: Ware (0920) 870775 & 4403 


ARRANGING MEALS FOR GROUPS? 
PHONE CATERTOUR-A MOVE IN THE 
RIGHT DIRECTION. -— 


Let Caterlour organise the meals for any of your = ‘Lut 
coach parties. Ta 

You can choose food and prices that vary from 
traditional pub grub to steak houses to splendid 
banquets. And as we’re the national reservations office 
for over 500 fine restaurants, Cateflour have the country 
covered, 

Last year alone we booked over a 1,000,000 meals 
tor the Travel Trade. Proof that CaterTour is good for | i a 
customers. And that’s good for business. ( | [ ( Ki mm si (CX 

Involving us at the beginning makes everything Mu doth UA, uA iii bitvGteee 4 
SO simple. J ust ring (1-437 7474- the one number to | ‘to CaterTour, 14 Oxford Street, London W’1N OHL. 
arrange meals for any number. | Please send me your full colour brochure. 


= etc} 
== nce eC A= —; 


SS 
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For your full colour | Name 
brochure, send the cou pon to Address 
Caterlour, 14 Oxford Street, ‘ é 
London W1N OHL. O1-437 7474 


Tel. No: ee 
| CJ2 
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GIVE IT A FACELIFT 


That old coach that could 
be worth keeping 


er ... 
OWS 


HEADREST COVERS 


HOOD TYPE P.V.C. choice of colour binding, 86p each. 
Stretch Nylon, 74p each. Plus carriage and V.A.T. 


SAMPLE SENT ON REQUEST 


V. C. WHEATFILL 
53 MEADWAY, BARNET, HERTS, EN5 5JZ 
Telephone: 01-440 1579 


LUXURY HEADREST COVERS 
PVC:- Envelope Type, Hood Type:- Comfortable soft white PVC. 
Passenger seat hygiene and protection with that added interior finish. 
Binding to match colour schemes. Printing extra. 


Stretch Nylon:- In: gold, mustard, blue, maroon, red and dark brown. - sf 2 2 
White— easily washed. Embroidery or printed—extra. Free samples Will provide new curtains with 


on request. -.,8 he Ex 
DUST COVERS LIMITED fittings—and headrest covers 


HALLAM STREET MILL, HEAVILEY, STOCKPORT, CHESHIRE. Sk2 6PT that will make it look like new! 
Telephone: 061/480-5259 and 061/480-5250 


Don’t sell it—just save money 


For full details contact: 
0295 2063/54366 
After 6pm (18.00 hrs) 0295 710673 


Our prices have stayed the same for 
two years. 


BEAT INFLATION!! 


Attention all Coach and Bus Operators 
At last competitive rates for this class of business. Re- 
quirements: 3 more vehicles, established for more than one 
year. 

Rates also available for owner/drivers and new ventures. 

For an immediate quotation contact P. Barton-Wright, 
Wrightsure Services Ltd, 2 London Road, Grays, Essex. Tel: 
Grays Thurrock (0375) 78371/2 (day), 73963 (evenings and 


TRANSPORT SEATING 
MAKE SEATS 


FOR 
BUSES - COACHES : MINI-COACHES - MIDI-COACHES - AMBULANCES 


BOATS : SOCIAL SERVICE VEHICLES - DRIVERS’ CABS 
EXECUTIVE PASSENGERS : PROTOTYPE VEHICLES 


AIRPORT BUSES 
—in fact for ALL Transport Vehicles. 
Send your enquiries and problems to the Experts— 


TRANSPORT SEATING LIMITED 


38 New John St. West Birmingham, B19 3NB Telephone: 021-359 2155 


COACH RETRIM SPECIALISTS 


Have your seats retrimmed and restyled by experts. This year’s moquette patterns available. Quotations on request. If 
you have a coach coming to Blackpool which has a few torn seats, we will endeavour to repair or retrim them 
in the same day. Just ring us at BLACKPOOL 66762 and ask for Bob Taylor. We know our prices and quality are 
right, so give us the opportunity to prove it! The prices shown below are a guide to the cost of Duple and Plaxton 
seats and may be adjusted subject to availability. They include Driver's eat, Bonnet Cover and Decency Screen, but not 
VAT. Seating First Quality 
Moquette 
29 passengers ee cement nce hk ae = £699.48 


41 passengers tae eis! bi eee, aeteule eas £988.92 
45 passengers S30 (SkG AN ink) oetuh aaleh aw tics £1,085.40 
51 passengers Fe ae, ees. Ae £1; 23042 
53 passengers ee ME ant ee ak ee ee £1,278.36 


We also receive from our supplier some moquette seconds and would be pleased to quote for them when available. 


BLACKPOOL TRIM SHOPS LTD. 


BRUN GROVE, OFF ANSDELL ROAD, BLACKPOOL FY1 5EE. Telephone: 0253-66762 
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~ cassette STeseo = =f a. 


MODELS FROM SWIFT 


Bring home Hi-Fi to your coach. The above model features digital frequency, 
read out of stations + 12 hour clock. It has up and down signal seeking Auto 
COUR MIC MIC VOL PED MIC Scan at the touch of a button plus 7 preset stations just by pushing a button. Full 
auto reverse tape, standard, metal tape control. Life time metal playback head, 
built in dolby system and graphic equaliser. 40 watts output. P.A. contains elec- 
& a tronic switching with mic imputs for courier, drivers mic and extension point 12 

: or 24 volt. 
Supplied complete with mic, and self coiling lead. The best on the market for 
only £395.00 + VAT. Also available standard radio cassette, including P.A. & 

SWIFT ELECTRONICS Mic. £229.00 + VAT. 


SWIFT ELECTRONICS Teiephone: ot'00 aaa" 


Manufacturers and suppliers of complete Sound Systems and special equipment for the Coach Trade. 


Scheduling Expertise/CPC 
Management Courses 


With our help and your determination you can succeed— our courses for early ‘81 are 

as follows: 

* 2-day Bus Scheduling Course May 18/19th in Birmingham. £45 + VAT including lunch. 
10-day CPC PSV National in April for May exam (course covers the new 1980 Act 
Pine ap Ack .£250 + VAT including lunch and exam fees. 

* Directed private study courses for PSV National, including one revision day with 
meals. (£45 + VAT.) 

* Assistance with PSV International £12 + VAT. 

* Ring us for details of our mobile classroom for driver training on tachographs. 


All these courses R.T.I.T.B. approved, so telephone us—our staff are here to help you. 


TRANSPORT MANAGEMENT TRAINING LIMITED 
Aldwych House, 590 Whalley New Road, Blackburn. Telephone: 676389/48027 


The Society of 
Travel & Holiday Agents 


(FORMED IN MAY 1930) 


For 50 years the SOCIETY OF TRAVEL & HOLIDAY AGENTS has worked to 
defend the interests of the Travel & Holiday Agent and Passenger Transport Operator. 
We now invite you to apply for membership to help this work continue. 
HELP US—TO HELP YOU! 


Join SOTHA NOW 


Apply now: on your headed notepaper to: 
THE SECRETARY, SOCIETY OF TRAVEL & HOLIDAY AGENTS, 
R/O 2 BELL LANE, THAME, OXON. 


72 COACHING JOURNAL APRIL 1981 


The Flettner'2000° 
For Insurance and isaunique concept in 


Finance air extraction for vehicles 


contact 


MAUND McLEONARDS 
GROUP 


Insurance and Finance Brokers 


Our representatives Howard Martin, 
Iain Blake and Ian Wallace will 
be attending the Brighton Coach Rally 


and would be pleased to meet you. Technically known as a centrifugal exhauster 
it is a highly effective extractor fan, 


powered by the vehicle’s air stream. 


Kk Ok * 


16 Romsey Road PLETT NER 
shire. SO i VENTILATOR 


Hampshire. SO5 4YP 
LIMITED 


Telephone: 611621 (10 lines) 
|i Ea NDON NW11 8TH 
Telex: 477014 (Maunds) serena 


Protect your turbochargers 


against breakdown and loss of 
performance with the TEP2000 


LUBRICATING PUMP 


\ . > The TEP2000 provides a surge of lubrication at the 
second when a turbocharger wears most — on 
starting! 


Yi 
We ; 
| 


Worn and wearing turbochargers progressively rob 
you of m.p.g and increase operating costs. Avoid 
costly down-time and replacement parts 


Tried and tested by major vehicle makers 


nih 
SS 


tl 
ngst 


= Uiny, 
“e 


manufactured by 
TRANSEUROPE PRODUCTION LTD. 
Stephensons Road, Gorse Lane Industrial Estate 

Clacton-on-Sea, Essex, England Telephone 0255 27037/8/9 
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t:vst Tachograph Charts & 
Accessories 


From the main Chartwell Distributors 

WIGHTMAN MOUNTAIN LTD. 

ep Get the facts on this comprehensive top quality 
2»British made range of products which includes 

: »». EEC approved charts for: 

Lucas-Kienzle (standard & automatic), 

Smiths-Jaeger (1 & 2 driver) and 

Veeder-Root TACHOGRAPHS 

Blind Discs Analysis Books 

Analysers Register Books 

Drivers’ Wallets 

Simple Storage Systems 

Serial Numbering facility on reverse 

of charts now available. 

Send for our leaflet & current price 

list on the Chartwell range. 


WIGHTMAN MOUNTAIN LTD. 
15 Artillery Row, London SW1P 1RT. 


Telephone: 01-222 8861 
The Complete Service 


To: Wightman Mountain Ltd. 
15 Artillery Row, London SW1P 1RT 


Telephone: 01 222 8861 
NAME 


COMPANY 
y ADDRESS 


TRADE ENQUIRIES WELCOME CJ 


Key people/Addresses/Phone Numbers/Fleets 


Available —all here in 


~ wnos 


1981 
in the bus industry 


To: Travel & Transport Ltd, 122 Newgate Street, London EC1A 7AD 
Please send copies of WHO’S WHO IN THE BUS INDUSTRY 
1981 at £1.00 per copy (post free). Cash with order. 


Last year’s 
sold out fast! 
Order your 
copy now 


Remittance must accompany this order. Cheques payable to 
Travel & Transport Ltd. : 
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GLASS (Canterbury) Ltd. 


CANTERBURY DIVISION DOVER DIVISION ASHFORD DIVISION 
Maynard Road Dodd's Lane Godinton Road 
Wincheap Industrial Estate (Rear of Spot Garage) ASHFORD 
N URY 


Crabble Hill 
; 32245 /7 
69171-5 incl. DOVER 205278 : 
Emergency Service For normal and Emergency Service 
Phone Canterbury 69171 emergency services Phone Ashford 32245 


Stockists of 
DUPLE, PLAXTON & MOSELEY 
COACH SCREENS 


24. Safety GLASS Replacement 
un for all Private & Commercial 
service Vehicle Screens 


REARSCOPE 
(INTERNATIONAL) LTD. 


We will be in attendance at the forthcoming Brighton Rally, giving 
demonstre*tions by courtesy of Youngs Coaches of Cambridgeshire. 


We are also pleased to inform you that we will be donating a 
Challenge Shield to be won annually for the highest placed coach 
fitted with a RearScope in the Driving Test section. 


You can purchase your RearScopes at the Rally. 


WHY NOT PAY US A VISIT? 


“Victoria Place” 

Church Lane 

Chatteris 

Cambs. PE16 6JA. _ Telephone: (03543) 3737 
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Make a Note! 


The 1981 27th Anniversary 


BRITISH COACH RALLY 


will be held at 


BRIGHTON—APRIL 25th and 26th 


Details and entry forms will be available from the Organiser: 
clo Coaching Journal, 122 Newgate Street, London, EC1A 7AD. Phone: 01-606 8465 


MARTINS BUS & COACH SALES 


Used Bus & Coach Distributors 


STATION GOODS YARD 
KING STREET 
MIDDLEWICH * CHESHIRE 


Telephone: Day or Night 
MIDDLEWICH 3476-3658 
Telex: 666819 


The Maidstone Borough Council 
Transport Department expect to have 
for sale from 31st March 1981 onwards 
the following vehicles all in regular 
service. Inspection by arrangement, 
reservations taken, painting, etc., by 
arrangement: 


GOOD QUALITY SERVICE SALOONS/EXPRESS-COACHES 
BEDFORD YRT DOMINANT Express/Coach, Reg. No. NKE 301P, Fleet No. 101, engine type 500, 51 coach seats, moquette, full air eee Ist 


reg. 30.3.76, COF March 1983, total mileage to date 122,500, recon. date 13.11.78, engine mileage 43,500... .  s£12;300 
BEDFORD YRT DOMINANT Express/Coach, Reg. No. NKE 302P, Fleet No. 102, engine type 500, 51 coach seats, moquette, full air brake system, 
1st reg. 30.3.76, COF March 1983, total mileage to date 141,853, recon. date 6.2.78, engine mileage 89,853 . Soa My . £12,300 
BEDFORD YRT DOMINANT, Reg. No. JKO 62N, Fleet No. 162, engine type 466, 53 seats, moquette, full air brake system, 1st reg. 23.7.75, COF July 
1982, total mileage to date 145,762, recon. date 7.8.78, engine mileage 60,762... . £6,500 
BEDFORD YRT DOMINANT, Reg. No. JKO 63N, Fleet No. 163, engine type 466, 53 seats, moquette, full air brake system, Ist. reg. 23.7.75, COF July 
1982, total mileage to date 143,596, recon. date 20.4.78, engine mileage 53,596 ae ak .. £6,500 
BEDFORD YRT DOMINANT, Reg. No. JKO 64N, Fleet No. 164, engine type 466, 53 seats, moquette, full air brake system, 1st reg. 23:7.7/5, COF 
August 1982, total mileage to date 157,259, recon. date 15.3.78, engine mileage 75,259... ... .« te« £6,500) 
BEDFORD YMT WILLOWBROOK, Reg. No. SKN 491R, Fleet No. 111, engine type 500, 53 seats, red leathercloth, full air brake system, 1st reg. 
1.3.77, COF January 1984, total mileage to date 79,969 gee : F : wan «ea ° £7,600 


ALL PRICES EXCLUDE VAT 


Details from Transport Officer at Armstrong Road, Maidstone, Kent. Telephone: Maidstone 56744. 
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Don Everall 


PSV SALES LTD 


The Coach Specialists 


FORD PSV DISTRIBUTORS for THE MIDLANDS AND WALES 


COACHES AVAILABLE FOR LONG TERM HIRE 


NEW FORD PLAXTON 53 seater coaches. Available for immediate 
delivery. 

NEW FORD R1114 Duple Dominant 4 53 seater coach. Available for 
immediate delivery. 

NEW FORD REEBUS 17 seater, diesel, overdrive. Available for im- 
mediate delivery. 


1978 FORD R1014 Duple Dominant, 45 seater coach white exterior, 
autumn moquette, radio and pa. £20,000. 

1978 FORD R1114 Plaxton Supreme, 53 seater coach, maroon and 
white exterior red/orange moquette, pa. £23,000. 

1978 FORD R1114 Duple Dominant II 53 seater coach, green/cream 
exterior, bronze moquette. £23,000. 

1977 FORD R1114 Plaxton Supreme 53 seater coach, maroon white 
exterior, red/orange moquette radio and pa. £20,000. 

1977 FORD R1014 Duple Dominant, 45 seater coach, grey maroon ex- 
terior, red/orange moquette, pa. £17,000. 

1977 FORD R1114 Van Hool 49 seater coach, turquoise/white ex- 
terior, blue moquette, power door. £18,500. 

1977 FORD R1114 Duple Dominant 53 seater coach red/cream ex- 
terior, brown moquette radio and pa, 6-speed gearbox. £20,000. 


1976 FORD R1114 Plaxton Elite 53 seater coach black, cream ex- 
terior, red orange moquette. £17,000. 

1976 FORD R.1014 Plaxton 45 seater coach, white/green exterior, 
bronze moquette, radio and public address. £14,000. 

1975 FORD R1114 Duple Dominant 53 seater coach blue/white ex- 
terior, red/orange moquette radio and pa. £14,500. 

1975 FORD R1114 Plaxton Elite 53 seater coach, black/cream ex- 
terior, bronze moquette. £14,500. 

1974 FORD R1114 Duple Dominant 53 seater, white exterior, red mo- 
quette radio/pa, power door. £12,000. 

1973 FORD R1114 Duple Dominant 53 seater coach, black and white 
exterior, yellow moquette, power door. £9,500. 

1972 FORD R1114 Plaxton Elite 53 seater coach, yellow/grey ex- 
terior, yellow moquette, radio/pa. Telma. £7,000. 

1972 FORD R1114 Duple Viceroy 53 seater coach white exterior, 
orange/red moquette, power door. £7,000. 

WIDE SELECTION of pre 1972 53 and 45 seater coaches available at 
attractive prices. 

TRADE DESCRIPTIONS ACT: the date advertised denotes the year 
of first registration not necessarily the model or the year manufac- 
tured. 


SERVICE AND PARTS 
P.S.V. Body Repairs, Screen Replacement Service, Coach Painting and Signwriting: Contact: John Howells or Terry Matthews 
Comprehensive Range of Plaxton/Duple/Van Hool Parts: Contact: Alan Hill 
P.S.V. Mechanical Repairs: Contact: John Gemmell 
Comprehensive Range of Ford Parts: Contact: Jeff Batchelor or Ron Davies 


SMITH’S TACHOGRAPH INSTALLATION CENTRE 


BILSTON ROAD WOLVERHAMPTON 
PHONE: 51515 


S. HUGHES (HOLDINGS) LTD. 


“NOT THE BIGGEST, BUT CERTAINLY THE BEST” 


SUPERB SELECTION OF CAREFULLY USED COACHES 


Immediate Delivery: 


NEW FORD + VOLVO; PLAXTON + DUPLE. 


Why not LEASE a NEW FORD or VOLVO COACH:- 


A few examples:- 


£696/Mth* —New Ford Plaxton, 53 seater, including extras. 
£859/Mth* —New Volvo Plaxton, 53 seater, including extras. 


(*95% of residual value to Customer at end of Lease). 


Contact: MEL McGRATH on 0274-681144 


P.O. Box 8, LODGE GARAGE, GOMERSAL, CLECKHEATON, W. Yorkshire. 
% Mile from M62 Exit Point 26—On Ab8 to Leeds. 
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CEN TR EGE iY OF 


WANCAS TERE ec 


Are Pleased to Announce Our 
Appointment as Selling Distributor of 


HAR RNS 
LOU Cb GEO bie Le 


From 12 Seater Luxuries up to 29 
Seater Luxuries. 


* 12 Seater Luxury “Fiat Daily” 


Available for Demonstration. * 
Why Not Book Your Demonstrator Now? 
(Any Area - Our Pleasure) 

Your Part Exchange Welcomed. 

Full Leasing and H.P. Arranged. 


Lancaster 


Telephone John Dalby - 
0524 62236 


NOE: 


D. C. WOODHEAD 
& PARTNERS LTD. 


FRIEDMANN & MAIER FUEL 


INJECTION EQUIPMENT IN THE 
U.K. 


Repairs 

Reconditioning 

Service Exchange Fuel pumps 
Spares 
New and Reconditioned Fuel Pumps 
Warranty Claims 
Visits by Field Service Engineers 
Training Courses 
Modifications and updating 
Conversions 


Contact: 


D. C. WOODHEAD 
& PARTNERS LTD., 


P.O. Box 20, Pudsey, 
West Yorks. LS28 7XT. 
Telephone: 0532 572275 
Telex: 557731. 


PAUL SYKES 
ORGANISATION 
LIMITED 


Vehicle Sales Division 
WAKEFIELD ROAD, BARNSLEY, S. YORKS. 
Telephone: Barnsley (0226) 89311 


COACHES Choice of 100 including 
1975-70 LEYLAND LEOPARDS 

Choice of 50 Plaxton Elite, 11m & 10m, 53, 49, 43, 40 seaters with 680 
engines, Wilson 5 speed semi-auto gearbox, power doors, tacho, Telma, 
C.0.F. 87, 86, 85, 84, 83, ex-Public Co. Excellent condition. Any inspection 
CUED 6 cA ta dR rectus 2engBaddixnst Prices from £5,000 to £19,250 
1974 A.E.C. Reliance 760 Duple Dominant 11m Bristol dome, 53/49 seats, 
some have tacho and Telma, some have power steering. C.O.F. 1981/86. 
EXCEDHONANU CICRIN | = 8 iF Cee mat ss cae Sele ind Prices from £12,000 


1973 A.E.C. Reliance 760, 12m Plaxton Elite, 53 standard or 50 Plaxton 
reclining seats, Telma, curtains. Exceptionally clean. C.O.F. 1985. . 
eer ee: er Prices from £11,500 
1978 FORD R1114 Domine ll, 11m (latest flat floor model), 360TC Turbo 
engine, exterior yellow and white, interior brown and beige. One owner, 
72,000 miles from new. Must be seen, absolutely mint. Prepared to annual 
standards. Any inspection or trial....... No part exchange price £19,250 
1976 (P) BEDFORD YRO Plaxton Supreme, 10 metre, 45 seater with radio, 
P.A., power door exterior dark blue and ivory, Bedford 466 diesel engine, 
power steering very clean coach. C.O.F. 1/83............ 0c cece eee ees 
ousiia sb agape ae arian No part exchange price £10,500 
1975 (P) BEDFORD YRQ Duple Dominant 45 seater, power door, Bedford 
466 engine, power steering, babeigk 5-27 clean coach. C.O.F. 6/82........ 
.No part exchange price £8,950 
1972 BRISTOL RE Penta Elite, im ‘ectighes, 47 newly recovered ‘E’ type 
seats, Gardner 6LX engines, semi-automatic oe Bristol dome, 
C.O.F. 1985. Low mileage (Choice of two)............ .£9,250 
SEVERAL CHEAP COACHES AVAILABLE AT 
“KNOCKOUT” PRICES FOR NO PART EXCHANGE. 


SERVICE SALOONS Choice of 150 


FORD R1114, R1014 & R192; BRISTOL LH & RELL; 
BEDFORD YRQ; LEYLAND LEOPARD & TIGER CUBS. 


DOUBLE DECKS Choice of 50 
1977 BRISTOL VRT 33’ Highbridge 83 seat Alexanders, Gardner 180, RV90 
semi-automatic gearbox. Excellent condition, Several available. BRISTOL 
LOWDEKKA, DAIMLER FLEETLINE, LEYLAND PD2,77 to 70 seater. 


MIDI BUSES Choice of 20 including 
1976/74/71 FORD; 1973 SEDDON; 25/27 seats 


.Prices from £3,000 


SALE PRICES ALL YEAR ROUND! 


Every vehicle sold (£3,000 +) receives full preparation including: engine and 
transmission tests, steering and brake overhaul, rolling road test, chassis 
cleaning, silver painting, and full service in these modern workshops. 


Photos and full specification on request. 
3 miles from Exit 37, M1 Motorway. 


After hours (sales only) 0226 790663 or Liverpool 051-928 5700 


Telephone: Barnsley (0226) 89311 
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YEATES 


BRITAIN’S BEST VALUE COACHES NEW COACHES — NEW SEASON 
VOLVO — LEYLAND — BEDFORD — FORD — BRISTOL — PLAXTON AND DUPLE 


MORE THAN EVER BEFORE—we invite you to compere our prices and quality of the coaches we offer. Full details on request. 


1979 FORD ‘A’ Faro 25 seater. Cream/Blue ... ... ... ... £13,950 1973 BEDFORD VAS Plaxton 29 seater. Green/Cream 

1979 BEDFORD YMT Plaxton 49 seater. Blue/Grey ... ... £22,400 1972 AEC 505 Plaxton Panorama 43 seater. Green/White 

1978 BEDFORD YLQ Duple Dominant 45 seater. Red/ Cream ... £18,500 1972 SEDDON 6354 Plaxton Panorama 53 seater. Duo Blue 

1978 BEDFORD YLO Plaxton Supreme 45 str. Blue/Cream/Red... £18,500 1972 BEDFORD YRO Cascais 45 seater. White/ Yellow 

1978 BEDFORD YMT Plaxton Supreme 53 str. Red/White/Blue... £19,400 1972 BEDFORD SB5 Duple Vega 41 seater. Duo Blue sie 8 

1978 FORD R1014 Duple Dominant 45 seater. Black/White ~:~ £18,500 1972 BEDFORD YROQ Duple Viceroy 45 seater. Blue/White 

1978 LEYLAND 11m Plaxton Supreme 53 seater. Blue/Cream ... £29,850 1972 FORD R1014 Duple Viceroy 45 seater. Orange/Cream 

1978 VOLVO B58 Plaxton Supreme 53 seater. Red/White/Blue ... £29,850 1972 FORD R226 Duple Viceroy 53 seater. Yellow/White/Red 

1977 (Nov) AEC 760 Duple Dominant 53 seater. Red/Cream ... £24,750 1972 SEDDON DUPLE Viceroy 57 seater. Green/White 

1977 FORD R1014 Duple Dominant 45 seater. Tan/Cream ... .. £16,500 1972 AEC 12m Plaxton 50 rec. seats. Duo Blue/White 

1977 BEDFORD YMT Plaxton Supreme 53 seater. Red/Duo Blue £16,500 1971 AEC Plaxton Panorama 53 seater. Black/Gold 

1977 BEDFORD YMT Plaxton Supreme 45 rec. sts. Cream/ Green £17,250 1971 AEC 691 Plaxton Panorama 53 seater. Cream/Red ve 
1977 BEDFORD YLQO Plaxton Supreme 54 seater. Red/Cream ... £16,500 1971 LEYLAND LEOPARD Plaxton 53 seater. White/Duo Blue ... 
1976 BEDFORD YRQ Plaxton Panorama 45 seater. Cream/Red ... £12,750 1971 AEC 505 Plaxton 45 seater. Red/White oF 
1976 (Dec) BEDFORD PJK Duple Dominant 29 seater. White ... £12,250 1971 FORD R226 Duple Viceroy 53 seater. Red/Ivory. . 

1976 AEC 760 Duple Dominant 53 seater. Brown/Red/ Beige cox £99;750 1971 FORD R192 Duple Viceroy 45 seater. Red/Ivory. . 

1976 FORD Transit V6 Envoy 12 seater. White ... - een 1971 BEDFORD VAL 70 Plaxton 53 seater. Green/White/Blue 
1976 (Dec) BEDFORD CF Deansgate 17 seater. White/ Yellow aes 02 £7,450 1971 BEDFORD SB5 Plaxton 41 seater. Grey/Blue_ ... ‘ 

1976 FORD R1114 Plaxton Panorama 53 seater. Pink/White «oa £14250 1971 BEDFORD YROQ Duple Viceroy 45 seater. Blue/Cream 

1976 VOLVO 11m Plaxton Supreme 53 seater. Black/Gold... ... £24,850 1971 BEDFORD SB5 Duple Vega 41 seater. Red/Cream 

1975 LEYLAND LEOPARD Willowbrook 55 seater. Blue/White ... £13,850 1970 BEDFORD SB5 Plaxton 41 seater. Cream/Red ..._ . a 
1975 LEYLAND 10m Duple Dominant 45 seater. Yellow/White ... £16,950 1970 BEDFORD VAS Plaxton Panorama 29 seater. Yellow/Black 
1975 VOLVO B58 Plaxton Pan. Elite 53 seater. Black . .» £19,500 1970 LEYLAND LEOPARD Plaxton Panorama 49 str. White/Blue 
1975 AEC 760 Plaxton Pan. Elite 53 seater. Orange/ Beige/ Black ... £16,500 1970 BEDFORD SB5 Duple Vega 41 seater. Red/Cream aie 
1975 BEDFORD YRT Duple Dominant 53 seater. Orange/Cream . .. £11,950 1970 FORD R192 Duple Viceroy 45 seater. Turquoise/White 

1975 BEDFORD YRO Duple Dominant 45 seater. Greén/Cream... £11,250 1970 FORD R192 Plaxton Panorama 45 seater. Brown/White 

1975 BEDFORD PJK Plaxton 29 seater. Red/Cream ... ain wat HETO;450 1970 FORD R226 Duple Viceroy 53 seater. White/Green... ae 
1975 (Nov) BEDFORD SB5 Plaxton 41 seater. Mauve/White on | £10,450 1970 LEYLAND DUPLE Commander 53 seater. Green/Red/Blue 
1974 BEDFORD PJK Duple 29 seater. White/Red ... ... ... £8,450 1969 AEC Plaxton Panorama 51 seater. White ... .. oe s 
1974 BEDFORD YRT Plaxton Panorama 53. Red/Blue ae .. £8,500 1969 BEDFORD VAL Duple Viceroy 53 seater. Blue/Grey es 

1974 LEYLAND LEOPARD Willowbrook 53 seater. Red/ White... £10,250 1969 BEDFORD VAL Duple Viceroy 53 seater. Cream/Orange 

1974 BEDFORD YRO Plaxton Pan. 45 str. Red/Cream/Gold ..» £7,900 1968 BEDFORD VAM 70 Duple Viceroy 45 seater.Cream ... ... 
1974 FORD R1014 Plaxton Panorama 45 seater. White eH £7,950 1968 LEYLAND LEOPARD Alexander 49 seater, service. White .. . 
1974 FORD R1114 Plaxton Panorama 53 seater. Green/Red/ Cream. £8,500 1967 FORD R226 Plaxton 52 seater. Blue/Cream i oe 
1974 BRISTOL LH Plaxton Panorama 51 seater. Red/Blue ... ... £12,850 1966 FORD R226 Duple Mariner 52 seater. Green/Cream 

1974 AEC 760 Plaxton Panorama 53 seater. White/Blue/Red sae, Me eeooo 1966 AEC 505 Plaxton Panorama 45 seater. White/Black 

1973 SEDDON 6534 Duple Dominant 57 seater. Cream oY. oe © EB5950 1966 FORD R192 Duple 45 seater. Green/White 


1973 AEC 505 Plaxton Panorama 45 seater. Maroon/Cream sae £9,750 1965 BEDFORD VAL 14 Duple 52 seater. White/Black 
1973 BEDFORD CF Robin Hood 12 seater. Cream/Red PPE PN 5 1 1964 BEDFORD VAL 14 Duple 52 seater. Orange/White 
1973 BEDFORD YRQ Plaxton Panorama 45 seater. Blue/Green ... £6,950 1964 BEDFORD SBz2 Plaxton 41 seater. Red/Cream ... 
1973 SEDDON 6534 Duple Dominant 57 seater. Red/Blue ... ... £8,950 1963 FORD DUPLE Trooper 41 seater. Cream/Orange 


TRADE DESCRIPTION ACT: We have inserted the year of registration against the coaches we offer. This does not necessarily mean the model or year of manufacture 


RESPRAYS @ BODY REPAIRS @ CHASSIS REPAIRS 


‘Service in Action’ 

Yeates’ unequalled Service Facilities are ‘at your Service’. Our Specialist Coachworks and Chassis Workshops are equipped for FAST and EFFICIENT 

Service. Whatever your requirements— routine Service, guarantee work, major overhaul, Certification, full accident repair work, replacement screens, 

trimming, resprays— you will find the Service you need at YEATES OF LOUGHBOROUGH. 

FOR SWIFT, EFFICIENT AND COURTEOUS SERVICE Please Phone: 

COACHWORKS 

REPAIRS: Benny Robinson Loughborough (0509) 217777 

PARTS: Malcolm Stevenson Loughborough (0509) 217777 

EMERGENCY PARTS: Malcolm Stevenson Shepshed (05095) 2014 

EMERGENCY SCREEN SERVICE ONLY: Loughborough (0509) 842154 
or Derby (0332) 811002 
or Loughborough (0509) 217494 

CHASSIS 

REPAIRS: Brian Walker Loughborough (0509) 217777 

PARTS: Alex Connell Loughborough (0509) 217777 

EMERGENCY PARTS: Alex Connell Leicester (0533) 62541 

BREAKDOWN/RECOVERY. 24 HOUR SERVICE Loughborough (0509) 217527 


All the above service facilities are available for our friends in the South. Please phone Ernie Waterman on: Salisbury 710666. 


YEATES OF LOUGHBOROUGH 
EAST ANGLIA & EAST MIDLANDS Dennis Brown Quorn (0509) 42897 
NORTH EAST & NORTH YORKS Simon Cowley Hetton-le-Hole (0783) 263661 
NORTH WEST ENGLAND Greg Jones Atheston (0942) 892476 
WEST MIDLANDS AND NORTH WALES Brian Proud Lichfield (05432) 56792 
SOUTH WALES AND GLOS. Colin Kedward Tredegar (049525) 3909 
YORKS AND HUMBERSIDE Frank Bloom Scarborough (0723) 583247 
NOTIsS., DERBY John Bass Leicester (0533) 402346 
YEATES IN THE SOUTH 
GENERAL MANAGER, Coach Division Ernie Waterman Salisbury (0722) 710666 
HOME & SOUTH EASTERN COUNTIES David Waterman Liss (073082) 2802 
SOUTH WEST Ernie Waterman Romsey (0794) 515130 
LONDON, KENT & ESSEX Ernie Waterman Salisbury (0722) 710666 
YEATES IN SCOTLAND 
AREA MANAGER Dan Connor Edinburgh (031-339) 3887 
Jim Hepple Lesmahagow (0555) 893771 


W.S. YEATES LIMITED 


Derby Road, Loughborough, Leics. Phone: STD 0509 217777 Telex: 34310 


GOOD QUALITY COACHES 


FOR SALE 


GREY-GREEN COACHES LTD. 


1972 LEYLAND PSU3B/4R Telma Plaxton re-seated 53 seater, autumn trim, C of F 

March to April 1984 . os ear aoe £9,000 
1973 LEYLAND PSU3B/4R Telma Plaxton 53-seater, autumn trim, " armrests, “Kysor 

blinds, automatic lubrication, re-certified to 1985 


from £10,500 
1973 LEYLAND PSU3B/4R Telma Plaxton 49/53 seats, armrests, power doors, 

Autolube, Kysor blinds, CofF June 1985 ... ... £10,250 
1974 LEYLAND PSU3B/4R Telma Plaxton 53-seats, armrests, power doors, Autolube £12,250 
1976 BEDFORD YMT... ... ... Duple 49/53-seater, armrests, exhaust brakes, 

Holdsworth 699 moquette, p.a. <i. Sol eeOn £9,000 
1977 BEDFORD YMT... ... ... Duple Dominant II, 49/53 seats, armrests, exhaust 

brakes, public address, Autolube eae £13,000 
1978 BEDFORD YMT... ... ... Duple Dominant Il, 49/53 seats, armrests, exhaust 

brakes, public address, Autolube wt ae etronn £17,750 
1974(Nov.)FORDR1114 ... ... Plaxton, 53 seats ae i naw ee £7,750 
1975 FORDR1014 ... ... ~~... +Plaxton, 45 seats, air door s Oe th £6,950 
1975 (Aug.) FORD R1114 ...  ... Duple Dominant, 53 seats, grant- type doors. peas £8,750 


All prices subject to VAT. 


Very competitive rates for Painting by our well-equipped spray shop. 


DETAILS FROM GENERAL MANAGER AT 
53 STAMFORD HILL, LONDON N16 ___ Tel: 01-800 8010 Telex: 262950 
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Quality 


Used 


Coaches 


A SELECTION OF OUR QUALITY USED VEHICLES 


Bedford YMT Plaxton Supreme, 53 seats, First Reg. 
1.1.80, exterior green/white, interior red, C.O.F. 
6.11.86. £29,950. 

Bedford YMT Plaxton Supreme, 53 seats, First Reg. 
19.5.78, exterior white, C.O.F. 14.5.85. £21,940. 
Bedford YMT Duple Dominant I, 53 seats, First Reg. 
1.9.76, exterior white/blue, interior brown/grey, C.O.F. 
9.9.83, Extras: dynair fan, power door, illum. side 
panels, £16,250. 

Bedford YRT Duple Dominant Express, 53 seats, First 
Reg. 1.1.74, exterior red/cream, interior red, C.O.F. 
1985. £11,850 

Bedford YLO Duple Dominant Il, 45 seats, First Reg. 
1980, exterior white/blue/red, interior red, C.O.F. 
27.12.86, Extras: power door, drivers locker, £26,950. 
Bedford YRO Duple Dominant | Luxury, 45 seats, First 
Reg. 4.9.73, exterior blue/white, interior red, C.O.F. 
30.8.85, Extras: power door. £7,950 

Leyland Leopard Duple Dominant I, 53 seats, First 
Reg. 1.5.76, exterior white, C.O.F. 26.5.83. £22,450 
Leyland Leopard 11m Duple Dominant I, 53 seats, First 
Reg: 10.3.73, exterior beige/cherry/red, interior fawn, 
C.O.F. 3.3.82, Extras: telma, autolube, power door, arm 
rests. £19,850 

Volvo B58 Plaxton Elite Express, 53 seats, First Reg. 
1.4.74, exterior blue/red/cream, interior red, C.O.F. 
21.4.81. £16,750 

Ford R1114 Duple Dominant, 53 seats, First Reg. 5.4.77, 
exterior tan/yellow, C.O.F. 24.3.84. Extras: telma, 
tacho. curtains. £18,850 

Bedford VAL 70 Duple Viceroy, 52 seats, First Reg. 
12.5.69, exterior red/cream/blue, interior red, 

C:0.F. 5182, £15250 

Bedford YRO Duple Viceroy, 45 seats, First Reg. 
11.8.72, exterior blue/cream, interior red, C.O.F. 
15.10.84. Extras: illum. side panels. £2,950 

Bedford YRO Caetano Il, 45 seats, First Reg. 1.5.73, 
exterior yellow/white, interior gold. C.O.F. 19.11.79. 
£3,950 

Seddon Pennine 6 Duple Viceroy, 57 seats, First Reg. 
1.2.72, exterior red/yellow, interior autumn tint, C.O.F. 
14.12.83. £3,500 


A.E.C. Reliance Alexander, 49 seats, First Reg. 1970/71, 
C.O.F. 1983. CHOICE OF FIVE £1,850 

Leyland Leopard Massey, 55 seats, First Reg. 1964, 
£1,500 

Daimler Fleetline Northern Counties, 72 seats, First 
Reg. 1967, C.O.F. 23.9.81. Choice of four £1,750 


New Coaches for Immediate/Early Delivery 


Choice of Plaxton and Duple 
Coachwork 11m & 12m with ZF or 
Semi-Auto Gearbox. Finished in 
Primer. Usual Extras. 


LEYLAND LEOPARDS 


11m Duple Dominant lV Express. 
VOLVO B58 53-seats, Usual Extras, Painted 
White. One Only. 


11m Plaxton Supreme Luxury or 
Express. Choice of Six. Immediate 
Delivery on Luxury - Express June 
D/L. 


BEDFORD YMT 


Plaxton Supreme Luxury 53-seats. 
FORDR.1114 Choice of Moquette. Usual Extras. 
Painted White. Choice of Nine. 


Plaxton Supreme Luxury 45-seats. 
FORDR.1014 Usual Extras. Painted White. One 
Only. 


Plaxton Supreme Luxury 35-Seats. 
FORD T.152 Finished to your Instructions. 
May/June Delivery. 


Diesel 16-seater Dormobile 
FORD TRANSIT Pacemaker. Painted White. 
Immediate Delivery. Choice of Two. 


Diesel 17-Seater Reebur Coachwork. 
BEDFORD CF Painted White. Immediate Delivery. 

Choice of Two. 

SPECIAL PRICE £15,850 


Emergency Parts, Vehicle Recovery & Windscreen Replacement 
24 Hour 365 Day/Night Service 


Service - Mechanical Repairs - C.O.F. Work - Tachograph - Full Renovation - Body Repairs - Painting 
Rothm. (0709) 546886 Dinnington (0909) 564311 
Daily, Express Parts Delivery: (0909) 567845 - Office Hours 


Kirkby Kingsforth 
Thurcroft, Nr. Rotherham, South Yorkshire. 
Tel. Rothm. (0709) 546886 - Telex: 547641. 
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TRAVELWELL 


Coach and Commercial 
Service Limited 


Camford Way, Sundon Park, Luton 
Telephone: 0582-599911 


WE CAN REPAINT YOUR 
COACH FOR £500 


PLUS PAINT 


Body Repair Estimates Given Free 
Pre-Annual MOT inspections, chassis, steam 
cleaned and silvered. All Types of chassis and 

bodywork undertaken. 


Contract Carriage Records 
DER V Record Books 
Coach Hire Order Books 
Costing & Maintenance Records 


CHARNWOOD PUBLISHING CO. LIMITED 
COALVILLE : LEICESTER Telephone: Coalville (0530) 32288 


SHAW & KILBURN LTD 


Two Waters Road, Hemel Hempstead, Herts. 


NEW COACHES. Bedford, Duple, Plaxtons, usually 
available. USED COACHES. Selection of used coaches 
always in stock. 


Phone: Tony Redford HEMEL HEMPSTEAD 51212 


NEXT TIME, 


Williams 
QUALITY SUPREME 


WILLIAMS MOTOR CoO. 

(MANCHESTER)(TO Deansgate Sales Division 
336 WILMSLOW ROAD. MANCHESTER M14 6XQ 
Tel:061-224 3244 


24 hour telephone answering service 
Telex 668471 
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NEW & USED PSV’S 


BEDFORD 


1980 BEDFORD ‘W’ registration PUK 29 
seater. White with radio PA and 
cassette. 5 months warranty still left. 
5000 KM on clock only. £18,250. 

Ring ALBAN COACHES 

Tel: St. Albans (56) 69531. 


FOR IMMEDIATE SALE 


THREE 1979 Bedford YLO Duple Domi- 
nant 45 seater coaches. 

All three are finished in brilliant white 
with no signwriting. All are fitted with 
Radio/PA system and stero cassette 


units. For further details contact 
01-961 6411. 


VOLVO 


1975 VOLVO B58 Executive, 36 reclining 
seats, including tables, bar, toilet, 
television, radio/PA system, re- 
frigerator, coffee percolator, fitted 
carpet throughout. In excellent condi- 
tion with new engine and gear box 
recently fitted. 
VAGGS COACHES LTD 

Knockin Heath 

Nr. Oswestry 
Tel: Knockin (069185) 491/204 Ext. 42. 


FORD 


WANTED 
1977-8-9 Ford Deansgate with 12 
high-backed seats. Petrol-engined. 


Must be in good condition. 


LOVERINGS COACHES 
phone: Combe Martin 3613 


ERRINGTON OF EVINGTON LTD 
MAIN GARAGE, EVINGTON 
LEICESTER 
FIND OUT why an increasing number 
of operators are changing to DAF. Why 
not allow US to put you in the picture. 
SOLE MAIN AGENTS for Duple bodied 

DAF PSV chassis. 
Also MAIN AGENTS for any other com- 
bination of DAF, BEDFORD, DUPLE 
AND PLAXTON. 
NEW VEHICLES AVAILABLE FOR 
EARLY DELIVERY 
GOOD SELECTION OF USED 
VEHICLES ALWAYS IN STOCK. 
EVINGTON, LEICESTER 
TEL: (0533) 730421, TELEX: 341585 
OR OUT OF OFFICE HOURS 
TEL: DEREK WAKEFIELD 
EAST LEAKE (050 982) 2742. 


SWINARDS British and European TOURS 


Touring Coaches for Sale 


1977 Ford 10 Metre 39 Rec/Seats £16,250 

1976 Ford 10 Metre 39 Rec/Seats £13,650 

1976 Ford 11 Metre 45 Rec/Seats £16,500 
All three tour coaches have Telma and special features, tinted glass, 
curtains, P.A. extra luggage lockers etc. and have been through our 
workshops, passed the annual and ready for immediate full seasons 
work. They are in Very Nice Condition. 


Phone Brian Feakins, Transport Director, Ashford, Kent (0233) 34321 


ENSIGN BUS CO LTD 


THE LARGEST BUS DEALERS 


IN THE SOUTH EAST AND WEST, 
COME AND SEE FOR YOURSELF 
MANOR WAY INDUSTRIAL ESTATE, BRIDGE ROAD, 
GRAYS, ESSEX. 
PHONE: GRAYS THURROCK (0375) 78671 
AFTER HOURS SOUTHEND-ON-SEA (0702) 32899 


SITUATION VACANT 


ASSISTANT TRANSPORT MANAGER 
COACH COMPANY 


Our present A.T.M. is retiring next year and we would like to recruit someone 
now to be fully settled in when he leaves. We are part of a large travel group 
and have a fleet of around 30 vehicles whose work load is about 50% touring 
and 50% general private hire. We are based in London and will consider 
removal expenses for the right candidate. 

If you have the appropriate professional qualifications and can see yourself as 
the Transport Manager of our company in a few years time, then we would 
like to hear from you. Send a letter of application with full employment history 
including salary to: Box No. 34/103 


WE KNOW 500 PUBS 
WHERE COACHES ARE 
WELCOME. FOOD FOR 
THOUGHT? 


O1-437 7474 
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Great Britain's leading PSV. Distributors 


USED COACH SELECTION 


These are only a few from our current selection of over 200 good 
used vehicles. Full list gladly on request. 


1980 FORD R.1114 Moseley Continental ‘Alpha’ (53),interior blue, armrests, exterior red and yellow , - «a. £28,975 
1979 (August) BEDFORD YMT Moseley Unicar Euro 80 GT (53), interior blue, armrests, exterior ivory, lilac and ‘purple. «2 £27475 
1979 (December) FORD R.1114 Moseley Continental ‘Alpha’ (53), interior red, armrests, exterior red and yellow Bes 172505) 
1979 BEDFORD YMT Moseley Continental ‘Estoril II’ (53), interior orange, armrests, exterior ivory and blue eee. SP, VEZ5 475 
1979 FORD R.1114 Moseley Continental ‘Estoril II’ (53), interior red, exterior ivory and brown F foi es, E2SATS' 
1978 (August) FORD R.1114 Moseley Continental ‘Estoril II’ (53), interior orange, armrests exterior ivory and gold eh nes..  eeowen 
1978 BEDFORD YMT Van Hool ‘300 Line’ (49), interior red, exterior ivory, red and blue . eee sat SU aa ee ee? TES TOTS 
1978 BEDFORD YMT Plaxton Supreme (53), interior blue, exterior blue andivory... .. ; Pr Witt kate. ecoee 4... L2ES75 
1978 FORD R.1114 Duple Dominant (53), interior red, exterior ivory and green Fe Rie sot te eR ee E275 
1978 FORD R.1014 Plaxton Supreme (45), interior brown, exterior ivory and brown at toy kee OTD 
1977 (December) BEDFORD YMT Moseley Continental ‘Estoril II’ (53), interior red, armrests, exterior ivory and red wake nes a eleoys 
1977 FORD R.1114 Moseley Continental ‘Estoril II’ (53), interior mustard, exterior ivoryandstone ... ... ... ; see (£17,975 
1977 BEDFORD YMT Moseley Continental ‘Estoril II’ (53), interior red, armrests, exterior ivory and gold ... ; ane “EIZ975 
1977 FORD R.1114 Plaxton Supreme (53), interior red, exterior ivory and red me Bele Soc Watbaton, tote a oes s. EATS75 
1977 BEDFORD YLQ Plaxton Supreme (45), interior red, exterior duo blue and ivory re ee : .. £15,975 
1977 BEDFORD YLQ Moseley Continental ‘Cascais II’ (45), interior yellow, armrests, exterior black and blue man hos aed PEIDSTD 
1976 (September) BEDFORD YMT Van Hool ‘300 Line’ (53), interior brown, exterior green and black : sik a con £16,475 
1976 (August) FORD R.1114 Moseley Continental ‘Estoril II’ (53), interior blue, armrests, exterior duo green duh eee. eek LIGATS 
1976 FORD R.1114 Van Hool ‘300 Line’ (49), interior red, exteriorivoryandblue ... ... ... .. ASWe ks wil lads - > *£74:975 
1976 BEDFORD YRT Duple Dominant (53), interior brown exterior ivory and green Rate, ieee ARO Gas Meare: a ndh gt we ERASED 
1976 FORD R.1114 Plaxton Supreme (53), interior red exterior allred .. pee Bes inate sons SAS ZO 
1976 (September) BEDFORD YLO DUPLE DOMINANT (45), interior blue, exterior ivory and biown. eu is ... £14,475 
1976 BEDFORD YRO Moseley Continental ‘Cascais’ Integral (45), interior orange, armrests, exterior ivory and beige www Meee 2,975) 
1976 (September) BEDFORD VASS5 Duple Dominant (29), interior red, exterior ivory, brownandblack ... ...  ... ... £12,475 
1975 A.E.C. RELIANCE AH.760 Plaxton Panorama Elite (57), interior yellow, exterior ivory, red and green stBig'y Sb eaten SEO TO) 
1975 FORD R.1114 Moseley Continental ‘Estoril II’ (53), interior yellow, armrests, exterior ivory and green. . . » nae £9075 
1975 (August) BEDFORD YRT Plaxton Panorama Elite (53), interior red, exteriorivoryandbrown ... ... ... ... «a UAT S 
1975 FORD R.1114 Duple Dominant (53), interior red, exterior all black : <n) £91,975 
1975 BEDFORD YRT Moseley Continental ‘Estoril II’ (53), interior Autumn tint, armrests, ‘exterior ivory and blue. nw hag LATS: 
1975 BEDFORD YRQ Duple Dominant (45), interior red, exterior ivory and blue ; a, eS A Clad O& ace aes Bee oO: 
1975 BEDFORD YRQ Plaxton Panorama Elite (41) interior red, exterior ivory and crimson ' i dus") 4 tatd OF Wel arches ee OO 
1974 (November) VOLVO B.58 Duple Dominant (53), interior Autumn tint, exterior ivory, rust and beige ane ci.” tiny EATS 
1974 (October) FORD R.1114 Moseley Continental ‘Estoril II’ (53), interior yellow, armrests, exterior ivory and yellow as coe) £10,975) 
1974 (September) BEDFORD YRT Duple Dominant (53), interior red, exterior ivory, redandsilver .... a ... £10,975 
1974 FORD R.1014 Moseley Continental ‘Cascais II’ (45), interior blue, armrests, exteriorivoryandblue ... ...  ... ... £ 7,975 
1974 BEDFORD YRQ Plaxton Panorama Elite (45), interior red, exterior ivory and red same P : ’ a TS 


ACCIDENT REPAIRS 


TRADE DESCRIPTIONS ACT. In this d Renovation Service 
list we quote the year of Registration Remember our first- een pee piidae Depots. Just 
and not necessarily the modet or year of from our Loughboroug b las below) for fast, expert 
manufacture. V.A.T. prices quoted are phone the nearest number Ee haptaad ‘es. 

exclusive of Value Added Tax and are attention and a Guar 

subject to the normal standard rate. 


Head Office & Coachworks: Derby Road, Loughborough, Leics. LE11 OAH. Tel: (0509) 213232 (PMBX) 
Service Depot: Ashby Road Central, Shepshed, Leics. Tel: (05095) 2101 (PBX) 
Regional Depots: Moseley (Gloucester) Ltd. Tel: Cinderford (0594) 23081. Moseley (Durham) Ltd., 
Tel: Durham (0385) 67241 @ Moseley (Leeds) Ltd., Tel: Bradford (0274) 681811 @ 
Moseley (Bordon) Ltd., Tel: Bordon (04203) 2961 @ Moseley (Scotland) Ltd., 
Tel: Coatbridge (0236) 22445 @ Moseley of Kilkenny (Eire), Tel: Kilkenny (056) 22080 


The Moseley Group 


Loughborough - Shepshed - Gloucester 
Durham - Leeds- Bordon: Scotland: Eire 
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Your Dealer Quickcheck 


| = 
New and used vehicles Used vehicles 
Key: Leyland—Ld, Bedford— Bd, Ford—Fd, Volvo— Vo, DAF—Da, Duple—Du, | Ken Askin 
Moseley—My, Plaxton—Px, Van Hool—VH. Barnsley 0226 6194 
Name Location Telephone Carlton Commercial 
Worksop 0909 730249 
Arlington Potters Bar, Herts 0707 52229 " 
Arlington Bristol 0272 772671 | Cranes & Commercials 
Arlington Sudbury, Suffolk 0787 72301 Southampton 0703 25563 
Lamesa, PX, Vit 5. 
Ensign Bus 
Burrells Ipswich 0473 214121 Grays, Essex 0375 78671 
Bd, Du, Px. 
i Hartwood Exports (Machinery) 
Cotter’s Coach Sales & Services Glasgow 041-554 2762 Barnsley 0226 742784 
Fd, Vo, Px, VH 
: ‘ Home Counties Coach Sales 
po ae s Oadby, Leicester 0533 730421 en cmetictd 0494 671861 
Don Everall Wolverhampton 0902 51515 Jack Hughes 
Fd Du, Px, VH. Cleckheaton 0274 876105 
Vincent Greenhous Hereford 0432 67441 Lancashire Motor Traders 
Bd, Px. Blackpool 0253 720330 
S. Hughes (Commercial) Gomersal, W. Yorks. 0274 681144 
Fd, Vo, Du, Px. Martins Bus & Coach 
' Middlewich, Cheshire 
Kingsforth Thurcroft, S. Yorks. 0709 546886 060 684 3476 
Fd, Vo, Du, Px. 
Kirkby Central Anston, Sheffield og09 564311 | N.D.Y. Coach Sales 
Kirkby Central Bristol 0272 714171 Durham 0385 771802 
Kirkby Hogarth Glasgow 041 810 3166 
Ld, Bd, Du, Px. W. Norths (PV) 
Leeds 0977 682415 
Moseley (Loughborough) Loughborough, Leics. 0509 213232 
Moseley (Scotland) Coatbridge, Lanarks 0236 22445 Paul Sykes Organisation 
Moseley (Durham) Durham 0385 67241 Barnsley, Yorks. 0226 89311 
Moseley (Leeds) Bradford 0274 681811 
Moseley (Gloucester) Cinderford, Glos. 0594 23081 Viscount Central 
Moseley (Bordon) Bordon, Hants. 04203 2961 Burnley 0282 72133 
Moseley (Kilkenny) Kilkenny, Eire 056 22080 
Bd, Fd, Vo, Da, My, Px, Du, VH. 
Shaw & Kilburn Hemel Hempstead, Herts. 0442 51212 Bus and coach 
eee * registrations 
riz pry Giiagon ae THE following are the numbers of 
3 ‘ : buses and coaches registered in the 
Tricentrol PSV Markyate, Beds. 0582 605321 UK in February with the comparative 
Tricentrol Trucks Leeds 0532 863261 figure for February 1980 in brackets: 
Fd, Du, Px. Leyland: 250 (283) 
DAF: 1 (6) 
Williams Motor Co. Manchester 061-224 3244 Ford: 33 (75) 
(Minibuses, Minicoaches). Bedford: 59 (96) 
W. S. Yeates Loughborough, Leics. 0509 217777 Dennis: 4 (2) 
W. S. Yeates Salisbury 0722 710666 MAN: 1 (-) 
W. S. Yeates Edinburgh 031-339 3887 Mercedes-Benz: 1 (-) 
W. S. Yeates Leicester 0533 737831 Seddon: - (9) 


Volvo: 17 (54) 
Others: 52 (42) 


Note: Listing of all of a dealer’s locations does not necessarily imply that all the franchises TOTAL: 418 (567) 


Fd, Ld, Bd, Vo, Du, Px. 


cover all locations. (Source: SMMT) 
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BURRELLS vs “BLITZ” 


YES, WE'RE BACK WITH ANOTHER “BLITZ,” THIS TIME ON OUR USED COACH STOCK! 
TAKE ADVANTAGE AGAIN OF OUR RUTHLESS DE-STOCKING CAMPAIGN! 


941352 1978 PLAXTON SUPREME Mk.3 Bedford YLQ 45-seate: coach. Exterior deep red/cream, interior red moquette with 
centre stripe, radio, public address, powered entrance door, tachograph. C.O.F. 85 ann ate save ode age £17,250 


940724 1976 DUPLE DOMINANT | Bedford YMT 53-seater coach. Complete new engine—running in necessary. Exterior 
white/orange with Bristol dome, interior autumn moquette, armrests, public address, driver's fan. C.O.F.83 ... £11,500 


941341 1976 DUPLE DOMINANT | Ford R1014 45-seater coach. Exterior blue/cream, interior blue stripe moquette, radio, 

public address, cassette player, driver's fan, tachograph and reversing bleeper, C.O.F. 83 dae he ; . £12,000 
941503 1975 PLAXTON ELITE Bedford YRT 53-seater coach. Exterior se interior autumn moquette, radio, 

public address, tachograph, C.O.F.82 ...  ... = ; mes | xan saves. «iar .. £10,000 


940595 1974 DUPLE DOMINANT | Exnrress Bedford YRT 53-seater coach. Exterior white/deep yellow, interior autumn 
moquette, radio, public address, side locker, C.O.F. June 81 ae sa ge On Eke? sales Raa shine . £ 9,000 

940506 1974 PLAXTON ELITE Express Ford R1114 53-seater. Exterior easing yellow, interior autumn moquette, radio, 
public address, side locker, C.0.F. May 81 iets OR ; ‘ dg. soe : oa . £ 8,750 

941455 1974 DUPLE DOMINANT | Bedford YRT 53-seater coach. Exterior white/red, interior red moquette, radio, “aval 
address, tachograph, C.O.F.March81 ... ... ; eG Metesh, site om guthac’ “alee one . £ 8,500 


941639 1974 DUPLE DOMINANT | Bedford PJK 29-seater coach. Exterior white/orange-green stripe, interior blue moquette, 
radio, public address, cassette player, tachograph, wheel discs, top slider windows, C.O.F. April 81 ean . £ 7,000 


940241 1973 DUPLE DOMINANT | Ford R111453-seater coach. Exterior cream/red, interior autumn moquette, C.O.F. 85 ... £ 8,000 


941525 1973 PLAXTON ELITE Ford R1114 53-seater coach. Exterior white/red, interior red moquette, radio, ‘eu address, 
powered entrance door, Dynair fan, tachograph, C.O.F. 85 5a eed . £10,000 


941400 1973 DUPLE DOMINANT | Express Bedford YRT 53-seater coach. Exterior wengaixinas interior red moquette, 
completely rebuilt engine requires running in. C.O.F. expired ...  ... «ee ee : PS Pare . £ 8,000 


941640 1973 CAETANO ESTORIL Bedford YRT 53-seater coach. Exterior cream/maroon, interior red moquette, angie 
entrance door, C.O.F. 85 Aa: eee ee £4 eee its ; i ales . £ 6,500 


940919 1973 DUPLE DOMINANT | Ford R1014 45-seater coach. Exterior white/red, interior red moquette, with courier seat, 
side lockers; radio, publicaddress; Ci\O.F.85 2... 2-2 ..0 see 268 “aoe sin a0 p be. | ang . £ 6,500 


941363. 1973 PLAXTON PANORAMA Bedford PJK 29-seater coach. Exterior white/red, interior autumn moquette with 
armrests to seats, C.O.F. 85 . eet is : ns De lees” nates we ae cgrrekoee . £ 7,000 


941662 1973 PLAXTON PANORAMA Bedford PJK 29-seater coach. Exterior bane 8 interior blue moquette with armrests 
to seats, C.O.F. 85 Jae eed : oa oe . go ih a . £ 7,500 


941444 1972 PLAXTON PANORAMA Leyland Leopard 53-seater coach. Exterior brown/red, interior autumn moquette 
Duple with armrests, five speed semi-auto, Telma. Complete new engine fitted — will require running in, C.O.F. 84 £ 8,500 


941514 1972 DUPLE VISTA Bedford VAS 5 29-seater coach. Exterior white/two-tone blue, interior red moquette, radio, 
public address,C.O.F.84 ... ... F Pe on 25 eee vatm ax £A00 


At these prices we regret no part exchanges, straight sale oe Undercover viewing and workshop inspection ste available for your 
own staff to assess vehicle condition. Coaches purchased will be delivered free of charge if required (U.K. Mainland only). Prices + VAT. 


BURRELLS vw" “BLITZ” 


New BEDFORD YMT Duple Dominant II 53 seater coach, autumn moquette with matching floor covering and P.V.C. 
fittings, power operated passenger entrance door, maximum size luggage locker, speakers and aerial. Lucas 
Kienzle two-man tachograph. Exterior infinished white... 0... 0 12. wee ee eee eee eee eee a. £28,500 


BEDFORD YMT Duple Dominant || 53 seater coach, fitted with Eaton two-speed axle, red moquette with 
matching floor covering and P.V.C. fittings, power operated passenger entrance door, maximum size luggage 
locker, speakers and aerial, Lucas Kienzle two-man tachograph. Exterior in finished white sie tee van eee eee 


TO INCLUDE CHASSIS DELIVERY, FUEL, ANTI-FREEZE, P.D.l. AND TACHOGRAPH CALIBRATION 


DUE TO PREVIOUS 
SWGCESS ONLY 2 LEFT 


Hire purchase or leasing arranged to suit you 


Contact Frank Rew P.S.V. Sales Manager 


BURRELLS OF IPSWICH 


MAIN BEDFORD P.S.V. DEALERS 


Fore Hamlet, Ipswich, IP3 8AA 
Telephone: Ipswich 214121 Ext. 40 Telex: 987607 


A MEMBER OF THE COWIE GROUP OF COMPANIES 


MAIN VAN HOOL P.S.V. PARTS CENTRES IN GREAT BRITAIN 


SUASCAANSAAAASCAAAACAAAEAAAAAANEAQAEAAOAEAVOSCAQSCAAGSAAONGAQNEAQONCOQOSOONACONNEAONSGONAOGQOUCANSCOANCOQQUOGONCOQANOGANOGANCOANSCOQACONOOONOANGEAGACCAQACOQONCAGNOOAGAEAGOCOAOAEAGOGAOOEONUGANSEAQOHOGNACAQUACAANAAAGAOAAOHOANUOOGLEOLY 


